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ABSTRACT

This thesis presents a ~henoclogic=l descrintion of Nyeu,
& Mon-Khmer language family in Thailand. It is spoken by an in-
digenous erour in some villages in Sissket Province. The descriz-

tion concentrates on the Nyeu Phonologv ¢f Ban Phon Kho, Amnhos

Muang, Sisakst Province.

The Phonological description consists of the Intonaticn
groun, the Stress Word, the Syllable and the Phoneme. In addition,

the phonetic characteristics and distribution of nhonemes are statec.

For further study, a comparative study of Nyeu with other
closely related Mon-Khmer languagzes, and morphology and syntax of

Nyeu, are suggestad.

vii
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Chapter 1

1., Introduction

1.1 Geographical Location

The Nyeul language is spoken in Sisaket Province, near Sisaket

2
city, mainly in Ban Phon Kho ,

According to information from many Nyeu people in Ban Phon Kho,
there are also some Nyeu people in BanKhamin and Ban NonKat, Amphoe
Muang, Sisaket Province, and some in Ban Prasat Nyeu and Ban Phon Palat,

3
smphoe Praibung,  Sisaket Province.

These people speak Nyeu as their mother tongue and Northeastern

Thai as their second language.

1.2 Llanguage Classification
Nyeu has not previously been classified as to its position in
the Mon~Khmer language family. Many people near Ban Phon Kho said that

the people in Ban Phon Kho are Suai (Kui) and speak Suai (Kui).

David D, Thomas suggests using the term 'Nyeu' according to the
pronunciation of the villagers,; rather than Yeu.

Ban Phon Kho is also called 'Ban Kho Nyeu'

Amphoe Praibung is former a tambon in Amphoe Khukhan.
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2yt the Nyeu people do not accept this namej; they call themselves

and their language Nyeu[ns-1, Mopeover, they also said that their
{anguage is different from Suai (Kui), but accept that the two languages
acce mutually intelligible., David D.Thomas has made cognate counts

using a 28l-word list and says that this language is to be classified in

the Katuic branch of thce Mon-Khmer family and is closely related to

3
suai (Kui)™,

1.3 Historical Background

The Nyeu people are one of the indigenous groups in the North-
eastern part of Thailand,and they call themselves (be ‘ns: 'Nyeu people’)

It is the same as Seidenfaden's YSA.

Seidenfaden divided Kui into four main groupss the Kui M'ai,
the Kui M'l3, the Kui Yo and the Kui M'lac. The Kui Nyeu inhabited

scattered areas along the Moon River and the Dong Rek range. He stated

that in 1917, there were Kui Y5 in Det Udom (an Amphoe of Ubonracha

Province), Kantararom, Amphne Muang Sisaket, Khuhkhan, Rasisalai,

The percentage figures show relation with Khmer of 29%, Khamu? 28,
Nge? 457, and Kui 697.

Seiden faden, Brik. The Kui People of Cambodia and Siam. Journal of
the Siam Society 39, 144-180, 1952,
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humpoTn phisai (Sisaket Province) and Ratanaburi (an Amphoec of
vchu B

1+ province) and Phyakhphoom "hisail (an Amphoe of Mzhasarakhem
syrin

~rovince). He also mentioned that some Lao Suai in these areas wers
1
g>rmer Kui Yo who had forgotten their ancestral tougue and were unedle

to count to more than ten in Yo.

The oral traditions of the Nyeu people in Sisaket Province,
state that the Nyeu people migrated from Muang Khong, Amphoe Rasisalai,

Siseket. These people settled in different location in Sisaket areas 2s

sankhamin, Ban Nonkat, Ban Phon Kho, Ban Prasat Nyeu and Ban Phon Palat.

The Akranukrom Phoomisat Thai Vol.4 (Fnusiynsugdaiansing a4,
an alphabetical Thai geography) indicates that in the late Dhonburi
period, there was a war between Thai and Viengchan, and Phya Takaxila,
the chief with the Nyeu of Muang Khong which was north of Luang Prabang,
Lans, migrated to settle in the area of Amphoe Rasisalai and named the
village 'Muang Khong Khoke' according to the name of the old town they
left in Luang Prabang.- Tambon ﬁuénngﬁaﬁg ﬁhéke.(uéuall& called just

Muang Khong) is now the location of the office of ,mphoe Rasisalai.

In Seidenfaden's notes page 167 he menticned the Akranukrom
28 saying that ""the Kui Yo of Rasisalai and elsewhere have a curiou:
tradition (also known in Lamduan Yai) the literal authenticity of which
Seems doubtful, According to this tradition..,.or.,..myth a cértair
?hya Takaxila left Burma about the year 1810 A.D. with 500 Y8 followers
2f both sexes due to the oppression of the Burmese King. He emigrated

£o Viengchan, then governed by King Anu. However not being treatec
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11 by him, the Yo people left again and went down the Mekhong river
¢ P’

settle at champasak on the island of Khong, Again suffering oppresszi:z

» -

wgre the Yo wanderers moved up to Khukhan and from there to their prez=zt:
ner

nubitat. In the Khukhan district theee are still a number of Yo villz:az:

{n Rasisalai there were twenty of their villages in 1917...."

anl

In my considered opinion some of the Nyeu in Sisaket province
were originally from Sisaket, and others have ceme from other areas
and adopted the language of the Nyeu, According to Seidenfaden, pa;e
166" The large old fortified village called Ban Lamduan Yai, South
~f Mdcng Sismket on the road to Khukhan, is inhabited by Lao Soai,
former Kui M'13, though we suppose them rather to be former Yo as
they posses the old Yo tradition about which more anon.'" Moreover,
the Akaranukrom Phoomisat Thai Vol.5 indicates that former Khukhan
rrovince, now called Sisaket province, had its Amphoe Muang a2t Tambon
Sinakhorn Lamduan, now known as Tambon Duan Yai, A@pboe Muang Sisaket.

later the office of Amphoe Khukhan moved south to Tambon Huay Nua, which

is now Amphoe Khukhan.

So the Nyeu in Duan Yai and mnear by areas in Amphoe Muang Sisaket

2Te the original inhabitants referred to by Seidenfaden.

Also there have bheen Nyeu migrating to Amphoe Muang from other

areas in Sisaket.
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although these people call themselves Nyeu and speak Nyeu,
hey are culturally Northeastern Thai and have customs similar to
the ’

¢he Northcastern Thai in other parts of the country., They spend most

»§ their time as rice farmers. \fter finishing rice fearming the men
ronr cattle, look for fish and firewood, 2nd the women weave both

cotton and silk to use at home.

At present, the Nyeu people are being gradually absorbed
{nto Bangkok Thai and Northeastern Thai, Only the very old people
and preschool children speak pure Nyeu. The youth or middle aged

pcople speak Nveu with Thai borrowings.

1.4 Scope and Objective of the Study

The term Nyeu in this study refers to the language and the
peonle speaking the Nyeu language of Ban Phon Kho, Amphoe Muang,

SisakétProvince, and the Phonology in this thesis is the Phohdibgy-

of Ban Phon Kho

1.5 Benefits of the Study

Nyeu is 2 language spoken by one of the small indigenous
groups in the Northeastern part of Thailand., Northeastern Thai is

the mother tongue of most people in this part, 'but there are some
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coups of people speaking different languages. So by the study of

small language we can get not only knowledge 2bout that language
1+ ST 1

{tself but also other benefits, which Haudricourt5 has well stated:
‘The languages which generally form the object of teaching end study
arc those spoken by a number of people and endowed with a prolific
literature, On the other hanu; a question may be raised: why shoull

languages spoken by few people and are never written be studied?

There are at least three reasons:

l. Anthropological reason. If one wishes to know a people
scientifically it is necessary to study its language and oral literature,

for the fact that a language is never written does not mean that it has

neither grammar, nor poetry, nor folktales,

2. Educational reason, If one wishes a2 minority population to
participate in the national life, it is essential that there be schools
where the national language is taught, Now all educationists know that
it is in the first place necessary for children to learn to write in

their mother tongue before proceeding to learn the national language

with complete success.

5
Haudricourt, AG. 'Why and How the "Small Languages' should be

studied' Journal of the Siam Society 63 Part II, 1-3, 1975
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3, Historical reason. People without writing are not without

history but this history is not clearly formulated; it is simply woven
{nto the language, and thanks to the comparative linguistic methods

we are able to establish the various relationships of the language

under the question with the other languages of the region, Even in

the case of languages which have long had a writtem form, the information
furnished by a small language can be very useful, Thus [neighbouriﬁg
Austroasiatic} languages supply us with the old pronunciations of Tiai
words which they borrowed.. In order to correctly establish the history

of the bigger languages it is indispensable to kuow well all the small

languages which have been in contact through the years,

The conditions of study of a2 small language present some
variation according to the importance, degree of bilingualism and
the occupations of those people under the question and only general
indications can be made, If it is a matter of an isolated language,
it is necessary to establish the writing (the phonological ‘systém)
by collecting short words and, in order to proceed more quickly wizh
these consonants and vowels, one can make up neéw words striving to
obtain the maximum of combinations possible, in order to establish
not only the list of vowels, consonants or sounds but also all the
possible combinations., If it is a matter of a dialectal zone of a

language already known, onecan proceed more quickly by preparing a
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questionnaire like those by Marvin Brown or Gedney, and concerning

ort

¢ et aialectal zone one can detect points where there is maximum phonological
+

3st£erentiati°n' and it is on these points that a lexicological enguiry

ghould be made.

After establishing the phonological system it is necessary to
pursue a lexicological engulry havina as the object the collection of
the totality of the vocabulary. 1In fact as regards languages with
invariable words, the number of words in the language can be considered
limited. To base oneself on the oral literature is not sufficient to
obtain the vocabulary of the lanquace. What is essential is an enquiry
into all the spheres of activity: agriculture, arts and crafts etc.

The words should be noted in their most concrete and exact sense- in

such a way as to obtain the lexicoloaical structure of the language.

In this structure there are no synonyms, only antonyms (woxrd of opposite
to another) or paronyms (a word which is derived from another, or from
the saime root; radically connected) and these can easily be broucht out
by means of binary syntagmes either coordinated or subordinated. Thus

the structure can be determined in the course of the inquiry.

A precise determination of the sense of words will be particularly
useful in the comparisons between the languages and the study of borrowings

waich will enable us to retrace the history of the lanquages and the peoples

who speak them"
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There is also a psychological reason why should languages spoken

by few people be studied: studying a language helps to give the speakers

of that language more confidence in their intrinsic worth as human beings.
Language is a powerful instrument inetontact with an indigenous group
which uses a language which differs from the majority group of a
country. Some people of the mimerity group usually feel that they are
inferior to the majority group because of their language. So it is the
first impression that they are more willing and friendly to contact

with you if you can speak their language., Moreover, you give them self~-

confidence and make them trust you,

1.6 Sources of Data

According to the villagers in Phon Kho there are Nyeu people
in several villages in Sisaket. Each village has its own dialect,
which is slightly different in.lexicon and phonélogical system. However

they can communicate and understand each other.

This thesis is based on the speech of the Nyeu people in
Ban Phon Kho, - The main informant was Mrs,Samnieng Khamla 34 years old.
She finished Prathom 4 from Ban Phon Kho School and she is now a house-=
wife, 1 have also checked the data with Mrs.Si Pila 81 years old,
Mr.Somboon Bummanop, 63 years old, Mrs,Buasorn 36 years old, Mrs.Chawee
Phiekarun, 33 years old, Mrs.Sanit Bunnam 30 years old and Mrs.Petchree

Lonot, 24 years old. And many of the other Nyeu people in the village

s
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gsht the language to mc helpfully and willingly.
taufi

1.7 The Descriptive Approach

The Phonological apnreach adopted in this study is thet

which sees the Fhonmology as a hierachy of ranks., 1In this case, we

s:t up four ranks: Th: Intonation group, the Word, the Syllable

and the Phoneme.

The units of each rank have a structure stated

{n terms of units of the rank below (except for the lowest, the

ihoneme) and the function in structure of the rank above (except

for the highest,

the Intonation Group)., In the chapters which follow

we describe the ranks in turn, from highest to lowest,



Chapter 2
2, The Intonation Group

2.1 General Definition
The Intonation Group is the unit of the highest rank of
~honology here presented, so its function in higher units is not
i1iscussed. The Structure of the Intonation Group is stated in

terms of Words.

2,2 Types of Intonation

Within the Intonation Group in Nyeu, there are four types
nf intonation contours: i.e., Falling Contour, Rising Contour,

Falling-Rising Contour and Rising~Falling Contour,

2,2,1 The Falling Contour

The Palling Contour is used for ordinary statements

and comman.!, Phonetically it consists of a mid-ﬁigh pitch over most of

the intonation group, with the last word lowered to mid-low (marked

1. Kkamlap wat | car
!
being do eat

'"(1) am cooking rice.'
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phue’  ci:  the: ieiw
father go rice~field already

'Father has gone to the rice-field.'

do!]\J,___

'not yet, alive'

ciz ~th'“zr‘

'¢o to the rice~field!’

naw  ciz pa® thap thenap  “lesw

he go go pile up the dike already

'He (she) has gone to pile up the dike already.'

mi s kotn wi: na’?

have = child many persomn —

'(I) have meny children.'
~

-,

Twej kuo Tun 107 wit - tos

coclk be i

3

pen many class.

'There are many cocks in the pen, '
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mi: tis? tho:j mus j p—

have buffalo male one class,

'(1) have one male buffalo,'

?i:k bis paj t55;3“~"3§n T kat  “thes
again two three day will  Tharvest pzddy
'There are two or three days until (I) will harvest.'
naw ci: pa’ pacud j the: C Merw

He(she) go g0 plow rice-field =already

'He has gone to plow already.'

Commands:

11,

12,

13,

sor-aj”

play _ far . ... far

*Play over there.'

—_—

sapiap xSQQfap
quiet quiet

'Be quiet,'

cis \ci?~

go go

'Go!i'!
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15.

In repetition of the same word to intensify

come this

*Come heret'

tokaw buen ‘e e

sit place this

'sit down herel'

the meaning,

the

14/

first word of the couplet receives the greatest stress and has the

highest intonation of the intonation group.

16.

17.

18,

sogisap " Somiap.
quiet quiet
'Quiet!'
-
bus j ka: bz :n wi s a
find fish get many many

'(1) get a lot of fish.'

TN
ca: dosj ?gsm T

eat rice delicious delicious

'(1) eat rice, very delicious,'
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19. naj

day this cold cold

'Today is very cold,'

2.2.2 The Rising Contour.

This is used for polar (Yes-No) questions and the
rire occurs on the final interrogative particle, All Nyeu final
particles bear an inherent illocutionary force, with or without

additional lexical content, The final particles with interrogative

force are 7aj, the: and le:w.

s a—

aj :+ When ?aj is used, its pitch glides to high.

-~

e .- _//////

1. cis pa? pacue j the: -5

go go plow rice-field quest,

'Do (you) go to plow?'

///‘
———a e
2. dig pha:sa: na: ?aj
know language Nyeu q est

'Do (you) know the Nysu language?’

-

L
3. phus mes d on ?aj
father mother alive qlest.

"Are (your) parents alive??

AN TS T EiFe W o



the:

: When the: is used, it glides down before

po:t blog i osn \\the{/

drink whisky can qiest.

'Can (you) drink whisky?'

K
rd

tuj du:n le :w “thet

buy long already quiest.

'Have (you) bought (it) long?‘

/
phua m €2 don ““thez/
father mo ther alive «quest.

'sre (your) parents alive?'

rising,

15/

: l€:w has a lexical meaning of 'already', and may bear

an illocutionary force of interrogative or declarative.

With interrogative force it takes the rising contour,

(For an example of leg:w with declarative illocutionary

see sec, 2.2.1)

- //
cat dosj le:w
eat rice quest.

'Have (you) eaten rice yet?'
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8. gotu:n the: le:w

transplant rice-field quest.

'Have (you) transplanted yet?'

.

9. mon caw du:n lesw

you come long quest.

'Have (you) come here long?’

In Nyeu, there is a kind of tag guestion particle ?aj which
may be placed after statements, This occurs frequently in conversation,

and high pitch occurs on this ?aj.

~———— - o J—— —_— __/”/ e TN
10, hoh mi: ko:n ko c a?a:p 7aj manish ci:\\na:
not have child amused giest. want go wher
e e e NNl o e = _/ T N~——
ko ci: ?aj " mbdpish  ca: méngi/ka ca: %aj hoh tusp
go quest. want eat whet eat quest,not afre
e R —— e e ’__/
i la:h ssmo:t ?aj
allergic reaction to food Qquest.

'When (she) has no child, (she) is not worried, is she?
(She) can go wherever she wants, cat 't she? (She) can
eat whatever she wants, cer 't she?' (She) is not

afraid of suffering from allergic reaction to food,

is she?!
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11, ko:t mNna: .+ me? met mw: ko:t hu:j ?aj
happen what sleep all day hapren catch a coll guest.
% - L
e = — [ —— s . o e e 4 e mm e FTET e - ,
?i: pla: ?aj ca: ceh le-w ?at
sore head quest. eat medicine already quest.

'Why do (you) sleep all day long? (You) catch a cold,
don‘t you? (¥You) get a headache, don't you? Have (you)

taken some medicine?’

2.2.3 The Falling-Rising Contour.
This is used with contenq question words na: ‘where’,
1z 'when, how much' and menac: ‘how, why, what’. #*The falling-rising

2 occurs on these qguestion words. (marked with‘—\\k_/'q). The rest

che contour before and after is mid level.

1. kamlag ~ 777 TTwaytt T mepa:z - T T kaj
being do what that

'What are (you) doing?'

=8 = ‘where

W:n wona: = 'when, how long’

rlassifier + msna: = 'how mwuch' (used for asking price only)
w1 mena: = *how' ‘what’

il

ks:t mena: 'what happen, why'



———

kojio? mor) ci: \ na:

husband you go where

'Where is your husband?’

dusn ;Eg\gij/}’\ﬁn kat  thas:

when will harvest paddy

'When will (you) harvest?'’

tuj sepe? saig Khu: mg\aa://
g
buy shoes pair how much

'How much does this pair of shoes cost?'

kot tné@nJ hoh tat kh om

happen what not sell thing

'Why don't (you) sell things?'

Jgg\gaijr kho:y haj

class where belong I

'Which one is mine?!

Wo: ‘nG\Egj/r?&U kat thas et sn

do what will harvest paddy can

'How can (I) harvest?!

19/



8., «ci: nas kaj

go where that

'Where are (you) going?'

2.2.4 The Rising=-Falling Contour

Thete are two content question words ssneh 'how many' anl
ipdaj 'who', which are different from the other content question
rords, High pitch occurs on these two words, There is usually no
yther high pitch in the sentence except the negative hoh {(which is

iigher than the question word).

.
~
~—
~.

1, mi: ko:n so neh \\\\Tnﬁ

have child how many person

'How many children do (you) have?'

P .
2. kodaj ka:t phus iﬁnr
who be father you

'Who is your father?'

/’\_____H/r\\\ —
3. kodaj hoh bu sn wos \\?H??

who not can do rice~-field

'Who doesn't plant rice?!



sﬁ‘
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N g ,..\\-\
mi sata:n ssneh tE§—

have money how much baht

'How many baht do (you) have?'

—— N
moy  caw pa? bzs ) kadaj~
you come see who

'Who do you come to see?'

//\
tuj sope? s o seneh Khi:
buy shoes how many pair

'How many pairs of shoes do (you) buy?'

/”\\\~‘_

mor mi: tisa” saneh -toT

you have buffalo how many class.

'How many buffaloes do (you) have?'

g
mie kodaj ci: muox paj he—

have who go city day this

'Who goes to town today.'
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2,2.,5 Combination of Contours

The declarative le:w may be used in combination with
2ii (le:w _hotj 'already') and the meaning is more emphatic than
¢ ¥, So, le:w ho:j is two declarative particles, each of which should
ave its own falling contour. Therefore, the resultant intomation
attern has a high fall on ho:j, and the unstressed le :w may vary

stween a rising, level, or slightly lowered pitch.

- -

eat rice already

2., paj dis? -’fébﬁi:jﬁﬂa:j> AN
take a bath already

'(I) have taken a bath already.'

7 T

3. ci: pa”? tat kho g 'L“IE;QT"A hérf\\\
go go sell things already

'Have (you) gone to sell things?'
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7.3 Modification of Contours

2.3.1 Raised pitch on negative

The negative hoh 'not' which is used preceding the

¢erbs, causes a high rise in the intonation. This high pitch is

considerably higher than the ordinary slight rise caused by all final

-h words (Sec. 3.4.1).

1,

,.____.__/\_-_ ————

naw hoh mi: kS Tio.

she not have husband

'She doesn't have a busband.’

N -
hoh ke:  pos

not play add.

'Don't play boy.'

hoh mi: kus j caw .
not have man come

'There isn't anybody who comes.'

V"
haj hoh cis Do cud j \?h9f~
I not go to plow rice~field

'I don't go to plow.'

R - e AT
haj hoh cas padah
I not eat popped rice

'I don't eat popped rice.'
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2.3,”% Raised final particle:

There is an optional negative final particle ?sh which
nly occurs in negative statements which have hoh. When "ah is used, the aighest
~ch occurs on it, not on hoh, but hoh is still higher than the rest of the

accnce. ‘2h affects the declarative intonation, making final pitch of the

yonation group goes up.

P

. v
1. bmaj ~ “ka:r  hoh TTEEIR T "?sh

tind fish not get neg.

*(I) can't get any fish.'

———— = = /s\\*:..__. - /"/‘.—l
’. haj hoh miz sota:zg wis “sh
I not have money much neg.

'T have not much money.'

-

e e e e ”_\_ e F
3. kat tha: hoh kost ?sh
harvest paddy not can neg. .

'*(I) cannot harvest.!'

2.3.3 Lowered final particle

The final particle nue” 'request' lowers its pitch to
cra-low {(marked with ——L__ ). This is lower than the normal low pitch a:

2 end of a falling contour (Sec. 2.2.1)
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1. wo: pha:sas he: ?5:n haj —Zéééﬁﬂﬁ_lzfiz
speak language  Nyeu give I listen reg.

'Speak the Nyeu language for me to listen.’

2. tU3 khenom ’3:n “haj Tt nma?

buy sweets give I reg.

'Buy some sweets for me.'!

]

2, hwej narsu: caw naw ?atn | e ?

find book come he(she) read req.

'Look for a book for him to read.!

As the examples above show, statements with final particles have
wo distinctive levels: the request particle mme? lowers the end of the
contour, but the negative particle ?sh raised the end of the contour. This
sﬁould Aot be.takeﬁ to mean that there are two contrastive levels in the
intonation contours in Nyeu. It is normal in Nyeu that a syllable of which
Ylottal fricative [h] is the final consonant has a higher pitch than the

rest of the sentence (see. sec. 3.5.1)

?.4. Phonemic Writing
In phonemic writing we may indicate the Falling Contour,
the final particles mms?, and ?sh by writing a final period (+). The Rising

<ontour, the Falling~Rising Contour and the Rising-Falling Contour, or any
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t

X

.ence wWith a question word may be punctuated with a final question mark
st

(1}, che individual question word indicates the intonation, as the examples
afy

pelov:

1. [mi: se:m sasj wi?\\‘hﬁgi

/mis se:m sa:] wi: na?./

have relatives many person

*(I) have many relatives.'

2, [mog ca: doti  lesw]

/mon ca: do:j lesw./

you eat rice already

'You have eaten rice already.’

/,

3. [mdy ca: dos j T le:w]
/mog  cat do:j le:w?/
you eat rice quest

'Have you eaten rice yet?'

S

4. [kedaj caw dup | “mord
/kodaj caw duy mon?/
who come house you

'Who comes to your house?!



6,

9. [buoj ka: hoh bu:n ?ah]
/buo i ka: hoh ben ?sh./
find fish not get quest.

o

[miz ko:n saneh
/mis kos:n saneh na? 7/
have child how many person

'How many children do (you) have?!

[ mog ci: \\thsjﬂ

/mon ci: na: 2/

you go where

'Where are you going?'

[ du:n a: fug  kat :}

/dusn mona:s ‘ug kat thas: 2/

when will harvest paddy
'‘When will (you) harvest?!

[ hoh mi: kadaj 1
/hoh mis kodaj caw./
not have who come

'There isn't anybody who comes.’'

'(I) can't get any fish.!

27/
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10, [ wo: Pha:sa: no:
/wo: pha:sa: no:

speak language Nyeu

?o:n haj cagé%hgp:?’
?a:n haj cenat nwa?./

give me listen req.

' Speak the Nyeu language for me to listen.!



Chapter 3
3; The Word

3,1. General Definition

The Word rank is defined as the rank whose units havz
a structure in terms of Syllables and function in the Intonation Group.
=ne Word in Nyeu has cooponents of stress and pitch.

The Phonological Word in Nyeu may have from one to three
syllables. It has one and only one stressed syllable as nucleus, and may
have one preceding unstressed or lightly stressed syllable as periphery.

Syllable breaks are indicated by (-), primary stress by ('), secondary

stress by (')a

3.2. Word Structure

There are three types of word structure in Nyeu: mono-
syllabic, disyllabic and trisyllabic.
3.2.1.. Monesyllabic-Word ... . . -. - C e o -
A monosyllabic word is a word with only one syllable.

It has primary stress. The structure is ' (C)CV(C).

Examples:
['dis?] 'water!
['ko:t] 'to be, able, happen’
['plaj] 'salty!
[tke:] 'to play!

[ '73p] 'to boil!
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3.2.,2. Disyllabic Word

There are three types of disyllabic words which we will

-all A.B- and Ce.

3.2.2.1. A Disyllabic Word of Type A, is a word of which

-he first syllable is an unstressed presyllable (sec.4.2.3) whose vowel

is restricted to [a]. The second syllable is a stressed major syllable,

ror the pitch pattern see Sec.3.4.4, The structure is Co., '{Q)CV(Q),

Examples:
[s2.'mi:]
[ta.'pai]
[so.'thoh]
[pa.'cuzil

[kd.ple:im]

'*to stream!

'a wooden mortar!'
tto jump'

'to plow'

'matches!

In fast sééech,.éhé short vowel {;} of the first_syllable ic

ceduced to a very short neutral vowel or else completely lost.

Examples:
[t3'ko:t]— [t°ko:t]
[s3'pe?] = [s70e?]
[mé‘biat}—i{nabiat}
{lé'bmag]—s[labmag]

[t5'dun] - [t dun]

or [tko:t] 'a large brown lizard!'
or {spc”] 'skin®

or [mbiot] 'to chew!

or [1ibuon] 'fence!

or [tdup] tan eel!
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3,2.2.2. A Disyllabic Word of Type B, is a word of which the firsc:
gv1lable is a closed syllable, or an open syllable with a long vowel. It
i tWO phonetically semi~free syllables, the first of which has secondary

ctress and the second has primary stress. Tts structure is (C)CV(C).
5 i

Hcycv(C) -
Examples:
[lpig'wa:j] ' spiger!
[lpo:j'pia7] 'a swing'
[lsam‘lan] ta fish net’
[.ca:'plo:j] ‘marry’
{'thom'tha:} ta clump'

3.2.2.3. A Disyllabic Word of Type C, 1s a word comprised of two
phonetically free syllables i.e., both syllables would be pronounceable in

isolation. The first syllable has secondary stress and the second has

primary stress., And the first is usually lower in pitch than the second.

Its structure is ‘(C)CV(C)O P{CICV(C) .

Examples:

[ nit.t'su:t] 'silk cloth!
!

[ se:m.'sa:i] 'relatives!
i

[ lis.t'luoi] 'chicken egg!
- :

[ bet.'ka:] *fish soup!
i

{ caw.'kan] 'a nicce’
)
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3.2.3 Trisyllabic Word

e

There arc two types of Trisyllabic Word, which we will call
aand B
3.2.3.1. A Trisyllabic Word of Iype A, is a word of which the
first syllable is a presyllable (see sec.4.2.3), the second syllable is a
-'nor syllable, and the third syllable is a major syllable. (See secs.4.2.1

and 4.2.2)  Its structure is Cs. CV(C).(C)CV(C)

Examples:
[so.pe?.s0:n] ' shoes!
Tko.po:n.lo:n] 'a balloon!
[ko.lisw.plo:4] 'Tt doesn't matter!'
lta.law.paw] 'to dream, a dream!
[ko.don.kon) 'the coccyx!
[se.no:i.tho:p] 'the eaves!

- =-3.,2.3.2. A Trisyllabic Word of Type B, is a word of which the-first
syllable is a closed syllable or is an open syllable with a long vowel, the
second syllable is a presyllable (See sec.4.2.3), the third syllable ig a

"ajor syllable. Its structure is CV(C).Ca.CV(C)

Zxamples:

[kam.so.na:] 'a bow!'
[me:.ta.mo:p] ‘mid wife®
[?2:.15.nat] 'pineapple’

l1s:n.1s.mat] 'a whip!



3.3 Word Stress
Stress in Nyeu is predictable as follows:
3.3.,1 In Monosyllabic Words

In a monosyllabic word stress 1s on that one syllable.

Examples:
['pit] 'dig'
['tuj] "buy'
[1di=?] 'water!
['ha:im] 'blood!
["the:] 'rice-field!
['plai] tsalty!
{tkxho:m] 'dishes, plates'
Ttdin] 'know!

3.3.2 In Disyllabic Words
In disyllabic words, stress predictably occurs corresponding
o" the structure of the word as followss: - - - - - -

~

3,3.2.1 In disyllabic word of Type A (See sec.3.2.2.1),

f which the first syllable is a presyllable, stress is on the last syllable.

Lxamples:
[totpai] 'a wooden mortar’
[ke'ben] ' thick!'
[1o'ti:m] tfight over!
[so'thoh] ! jump!
[po'cuoaj] tto plow, a plow’

[ce'?0:p] 'well, amused!'
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3.3.2.2 In disyllabic word of Type B (see sec.3.2.2.2),
.ere is stress on both syllables: primary stress on the last syllable,

ard secondary stress on the first syllable.

Examples:
[xpin'wa:j] ' spider!
[‘hon'ha:j] 'hbother by!
[‘sam'lan} 'a fish net!
[Ina:q’dman] 'the moon!
[ltam'lmn] 'the galangal!

3.3.2.3 In disyllabic words of Type C,(see sec.3.2.2.3),
there is stress on both syllables. If the final consonant of the first syllable
is ? or h, the primary stress is on the first syllable and secondary stross

1s on the last gyllable.

Examples:
{'1ia? luai] 'a chicken coop’
['cuah,mo:m] 'a monk'
['dia7'mat} 'tears!
[‘muh‘mat] tlooks, one's face!
{‘ju7lpliat] 'inner core of the banana trunk’

All other disyllabic words of Type C have the same stress

rattern as Type B



Examples:
{‘pit'su:t] "silk cloth!'
['se:m’sa:j] 'relatives!
['kan’na:n] 'maggot!’
{Ims:‘dia7] 'river!?
[Icaw'kan] 'a niece!

3.3.3 In Trisyllabic Words

In trisyllabic words, stress occurs as follpows:
3.3.3.1 In trisyllabic words of Type A, (see sec.3.2.3.1),
tnere is stress on both the second and the last syllables, namely:primary

stress on the last syllable, secondary stress on the second syllable.

Examples:
[tallaw'paw} 'to dream, a dream'
[ka‘liaw'plo:ﬁ] "It doesn't matter!’
[ka‘po:g'lo:n] 'a balloon!'
{sglb€°*sszg} - 'shoes!*

3.3.3.2 In trisyllabic words of Type B. (see sec.3.2.3.2),
there is stress on the first and the last syllables: primary stress is on

the last syllable and secondary stress is on the first syllable.

Examples:
[lkamsa'na:] '3 bow!
['7o:le'nat] 'pineapple!
[llo:qle'mat] 'a whip!

L

[ kanke'mo:t] 'a weevil!
i
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So, in trisyllabic words the primary stress is always o1

syllable of a word.

Since stress is predictable it needs not be marked in

~honemic writing,

Examples:

[tdin?] /dia?/ twater!

[te'paj] /tepai/ 'a wooden mortar!
{‘pit'su:t] /nitsuit/ 'silk cloth!
[‘cuah‘mo:m] /cushmo :m/ 'a monk!'
{salpe"sa:q] /sepe?soin/ ' shoes’
[Ikamsa‘nzz] /kamsena:/ 'a bow!

3.4 Word Pitch
Pitch in Nyeu is conditioned by the structure of the Word.
There are three different pitches: high, mid and low pitch and they are

vredictable.

3.4.1 Single High Pitch
High pitch occurs in the following syllable types.
High pitch occurs in monosyllabic words which consist of

a) any syllable ending with glottal fricative /h/

[piah] 'filled, to be full'
[?4:n] 'wound!

[1€n] rdie’

[dan] 'bite down on'

[ ?dn] 'fire!



p) long vowel or diphthons plus stops /p,t,k,?/

[ti:p] 'to have narrowed squinting half closed cyes?
[kS:t] 'to be, able!

[co:k] 'the last’

[so:t] 'blind’

[pe:?] 'left side’

[biarp] 'a sin’

Tkuat ] tfrog!

[ thetok ] 'measure!

[bwa?] 'white!

c) short or long back vowel plus glottal stop /7%

[n3?1] ' sour!

[sé:?}‘ "cast-off skin'

[phé”] tash!

[p8?7] _ 'hold ip_pqg'gﬁarmé'

[hﬁ7} 'to have rings under the eyes becausc

of lack of sleep!

[phd:?] 'moustache, beard!

3.4.2 Single Mid 2itch
Mid pitch occurs in monosyllabic words which consist of
a) long vowel in open syllable
ft1:] thand!
[s8:] *scold!

[the:] 'rice-field!'



38/

[ai:] 'naughty!

[pl5:] 'to use'

[x3:] 'fisgh'

[wS:] ' speak, say'

[?5:] 'to get well, good!
fthad:] 'paddy!

b) short or long vowel plus nasal /m/, /n/ or /n/

[dIn] "to know'

fmI:n] 'to repair!

I sén) ‘to offer food to ancestral spirit!
[te:n] 'to step on'

{phi:nm] 'sweet smell!

[aty ] 'to take someone to!

[d3n] ‘alive, not yet!'

[th3g]) - - .va field".

C) short or long vowel plus /w/ and /j/ except [?aj]

'a question final particle!’

[kaw] 'T (intimate)!
[13:w] 'to wash’
[p133] vsalty!

[bu:j3] 'to be drunk!
[as:31] ‘rice!

(4] 'buy'

[cEw] 'come!
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3.4.3 Single Low Pitch

-~

Low pitch occurs in monosyllakic words which consist of

a) short central vowel plus stops /p,t,k,?/

[kap] 'bite’

[t5°1] 'lead!

[hip] *shirt, blouse!
[kat] tharvest!

l13k] 'a post!

[ta?] 'pick up!'

[tak] 'a building'

I d5k] 'late (at night)®
[ it ] 'amazing!

) short back vowel plus stops /p,t,k/

[153]_ _ 'come back'
[?5p] 'boil’
[hot] 'shrink®
[nok] 'raise!

3.4.4 Pitch in Disyllabic Words

3.6.4,1 In disyllabic words of Type A, the pitch of the first
syllable may vary somewhat. Most commonly it is slightly lower than the second,

though it can vary freely to the same pitch or higher than the second

syllable,
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Examples:
[;éEEé] 'easy’
{§§?§:] tvomit!
§93§5?5] *stand on one's toes’
[ sdhaw] 'the shade'
{E§EGB} tan eel’

When the first syllable ig ka- or kho- it is usually higher

chan the second syllable.

Examples:

{Eagij] 'who!

{Egkgg] 'earrings'’
{Eggnom] ' aweets!
e
[khsha:t] 'fishy smell!
e

When the second syllable has a short vowel or diphthong,

followed by a step or =h, the second syllable is almost aiWays higher

4

than the first (Cf. Sec. 3.4.1)

Examples:
[EjZSﬁ] ‘small bamboo bell tied tocattle's neck!
[ sopheh] '*break off!
[§4~25b] 'to pinch'
[ thanap] 'a dike!

[Eégfgh] 'fishing rod completed with hook anc line!
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3.4.4.2 1In Disyllabic Word of Type B, (sec.3.2.2.2), the
.econd syllable 1s higher than the first syllable.

pram——

[kanpa:yg] 'maggot!
[ijjiz;BJ 'a swing'
[Qiﬁgg?ﬁl 'spider!’
[§§g£;;] 'a fish net!
[5333E333] 'a pole!

3.4.4,3 In Disyllabic Word of Type C. (sec.3.2.2.3). The high

>itch is normally on the second syllable,

[Eiﬁﬁu:t] tsilk cloth!
[sa:d§§?§3 ‘relatives!
[%iz?qég] 'chicken egg!
[me;E§53] triver!
|- .
_ [cawkan] 'niece!

But if the first syllable of which the final consonant is *

or h the high pitch is on this syllable.

[juﬂp}}e;} 'inner core of banana tree'!
{ muhmat] 'locks, one's face'
[&uaﬁga:m] 'a monk!

[1270uaj] "chicken coop!'
[ Ity
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3.4.5 Pitch in Trisyllabic Words

In trisyllabic words, there is high pitch on the primary

stress syllable, mid pitch on the secondary stress syllable and low pitch

on the unstressed syllable.

[tb1Ewpaw]

[k3Emsoni:]

[s5pE?sd:n]

[13:p lomat]

'to dream, a drean’
'a bow'
' shoes'!

'‘a whip!

Since pitch is predictable, it is not necessary to write

any pitch marks on words in phonemic writing.

[dia?] /dia?/
[k&:] ) ~ /ke:/
[§a?£53] /sothoh/
{g%ﬁﬁg?ﬁi /oigwasij/
[td13wpaw] /tolawpaw/

—— V4
[k3msona: ] /kamssna:/

'water!

'to play'

' jump’

"spider!

'to dream, a dream!

‘a bow!



Charter 4

4. The gyllable

4.1 General Definition

The syllable rank is defined as the rank whose units have a structure

described in terms of Phonemes, and which functions in the Word.

4.2 Syllable Structure

The Structure of the syllable is described in terms of a nucleus
consisting of a vowel (V) and a periphery consisting of one to three

consonants (C). There are three types of syllables:major syllables minor

syllables and presyllables.

4.2.1 Major Syllables

A major syllable is defined as a syllable which always

takes primary stress., It occupies both closed and open syllalbe slots.

There are four different Major Syllable types, as Follows:

a) Qv : ['se:] 'scold!
[Pei:] 'go!
['me:] 'mother!
['1a-] 'tired, fatique'

['wo:] ' speak, say'
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b) CVC : ['hap] 'shirt, blouse!
['pgost] "drink’
['me?] 'sleep’
[ "som] 'grass’
['pan] ' shoot!
['bw:n] 'can, get’
[le'si:n] 'argue’

c) ccv {"blus] 'a hill!
[ *klus] ‘pebbles, gravel!
[‘pla:] "head'
[thom'thg :] 'a clump!
[ko'kle:] 'nibble!'

d} CcvC : ['blop] 'liquor, whisky’
{‘blisg] tarms?
{'tho:n] ‘male (animal)'
[ka!'plesm] 'matches’
[ 'kho:m] 'dishes, plates!’

The four major syllable structures may be rewritten as

one pattern (Cycv{C).
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4.,2.2 Minor Syllables

A minor syllable is defined as a syllable which may be
either a closed syllable, or an open syllable with a long vowel. It

always takes secondary stress. The structure is (C)CV(C).

The constituent structure of the minor syllable is thus
the same as the major syllable, but they are distinguished by their
ctress. The major syllable always takes primary stress whereas the

minor syllable takes secondary stress.

Examples:
{.pin'waij} "spider’
['sam'lan] 'a fish net!
{‘7ozla'nat] 'pineapple!
{‘thom‘thaf} 'a clump!
[tailaw'paw] 'to dream a drean'

4.2,3 Presyllables
A presyllable is defined as a syllable which is comprised
of an initial consonant followed by a short{s] . It is always unstressed.

The structure is (C)Ca.

Examples:
[se'pe?] tskin?
[to'dun] ‘an eel’
[xho'no:j] 'a pillow’
[pha'luag] 'glutinous rice heked in a bamboo cyliinder?'
{ta‘law'paw} 'to dream, a dream'

[ kamso'na:] 'a bow!'
¢
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4.2.4 Co-occurrence between presyllable and the initial

consonant of the following syllable

4.2.4.1 The Bilabial stops p, b and clusters ph, pl can

be preceded by presyllables as follows

[pl has been found with the presyllables ts, sa, lo, koo

Examples:
[tepan] 'classifier for bundles of firewood!
[ sope?] 'skin!
[1lepa:?] *shoulders'
[ kopaw] 'rinse out the mouth!'

I'b] has been found with the presyllables pa, ms, to, Sa3 lo

and ka.

Examples: N
[ pebuai] 'accuse!
[mebist] 'chew!'
[ tabah] 'the hook of a beak!'
[ s9ko?] 'to be blown off!
[lebuen] 'fence!

[keben] 'thick?
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[pPh] has been found with the presyllables se, ls and ko

Exampleg:
[ sopho?] 'a stack of rice sheaves!
[ lephan] ' pumpkin?
[kophue] thusk (of banana)!

[pl] has been found with the presyllables ks and pe
[kople:m] "matches!

[poplia?] Twet!

4,2.,4.2 With Alveolar Stops

The alveolar stops d, t and cluster th can be preceiled

by presyllables as follows:

[d] has been found with the presyllables ps, te, so, c» and ke.

Examples:
[padah] 'popped rice’
[todnn] teel!
[ sedaw] 'the shade!
[ceds:j] 'stand on one's toes!

[kadai! ‘who
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[ ] has been found with the presyllables po, m, to, so, lo

and ka.
Examples:
[potiem] 'brother or son in law'
[tota:n] ' erawl!
[ seto:n] 'bean'
[latog] ta wall'
[kotaw] 'hot!'

[ th] has been found with the presyllables po, so,lo and ks

Examples:
[pathah] 'meet along the way!
[sothusg] 'the stem of plants'
[lothwa?] 'a feed trough'
[kothaj] T "bIbCK thé Flow of water®

4.2.4.3 With Palatal Stop
Presyllables can occur before €.

{c] has been found with the presyllables pe, so,co, and ks

Examples:
[pacuoi] 'to plow, a plow'
[ sacet] 'stick or drive into!
[cocap] tchop off!

[kecan] *laugh'
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4,2.,4.4 With Velar Stops

Presyllables have been found with the following velar

stops k and cluster kh,

[kl has been found with the presyllables ps, ts, s lo
and k.
Examples:

[peke:im] thold in the teeth!

[toko:t 'a large brown lizard!

[ sekop] ‘shorts or trousers'

[1ekas] 'britle’

[kekasi] 'scratch!

[ xn] has been found with the presyllables ps, ts, and sa.

Examples:
. {pakhe:n]. . _ _‘'to_give with both hands’
[ tskhusy] *canal’
[ sekhuom] tthin!

4.2.4.5 With Glottal Stop

8! has been found with the presyllables ps, s, ls, co
and ke.
Examples:
[pa?2:i] 'startle (animal)'
[s27¢t] fsticky!

[1o?i:t] 'to be fine (things)!
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[ea?0:p] 'well, amused’

Tka?2:7] 'a crow'

4.2.,4.5 With Fricatives

[s] Thas been found with the presyllables pho, so, lo, ko

Examples:
[phosom] 'gather or save up a little at a time®
[ s2807] 'body hair!
[1osizn] 'argue!
[kosi:] tlazy!

[n] has been found with the presyllables po, te, 1o, ke and kho

Examples:
[kehe:p] 'centipede’
[pohoim] tthe chest'
[toha:t] 'whisper!
[1ahuoi] t1loose!
— ikhéhaf%]- 'fishy smell!

4.2.4.7 With Nasals
Presyllables have heen found with the nasals m, n, n

and g

[ m} has been found with the presyllables pa, to, tha, ss, ls, o

and k®



Examples:

[ pemon]
[ tomaw]
[ themat]
[ somust}
[lome:]
[comia]

[komo:]

Yinvite a monk!
'stone, rock’
'to press!
tant!

tcloud!
'blurred?

'year'
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[ n]} has been found with the presyllables ps, phs, mg, to, tho

s9, na, la, co, ko,

Examples:

[peno:h]
Iphanish]
[mana?]

[teno:h]

[thsnap].-.

[ sone:n]
[nonsst]
[lena:h]
[conaj]
[kena:]

[kheno:j]

[?eno:]

khe, and 7o

'broom!

tin front of, next!
‘bad smell!

‘*mouth'

‘dike!

'aim at'

! shake!

'a harrcw'

'the spur of a cock!
'way, road!

'a pillow!

'Just now’
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[n] has been found with the presyllables ma, sa, k2 and kho

Txampless
[monioh] 'to want to, hungry!'
[ sonu?] ' tangled!
[konie] 'rabbit!
[khona?) 'snatch, move a fishing rod up

and down!'

[n] has been found with the presyllables phsa, te, so, and Cs

Examples:
[phegu:jj ' sweat!
[tage:] 'the stump of a tree!
[ senoy] 'legs'
[conat] ‘listen'

4.2.4.8 With Liquid

[1] has been found with the presyllables ps~, phs, me, te, ths

la, <o, ko,

Examples:
[oslajl] rfruit!
[phalag] 'gquava'
fmalus] "betel leaves'
[tele:p] tsister or brother in law'
[thalo:3] 'parasitic worm®
[salop] ' sheath-like!
[1alast] 'wash(face)"’
fcalas] 'morning’

{kxalan] 'rung of a ladder’
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Ul

4.2.4.9 With Semivowels

[l has been found with the presyllables te, tho, so, la,
ca and ko
Examples:

[towe:] 'lemon grass'

[thewio] tdoor, gate!

[sowizt] 'wilting?

[lowa:j] ‘one's spirit’

[cawio?] 'put aside’

[kowo?] 'to beckon!

[31] has been found with the presyllables p®, pha, sa, ls,

and ke

Examples:

[pajosil
[phaju?]
[sajoy]
[l;ju:]

[kajui]

'to swing!'
'storm’
tstand'
'drooping!

'a bat!'



Chart 1  showing the co-occurrence between presyllable and

the initial consonant of the following syllable,
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no / /S A v N
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50 aray A2 AV VEWEIN RVavaraniemva
pho v /Y T /|
tho i aran s
kho ! g i | P / Jl{ v 5'
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4.3 CV Co occcurrences

Consonants and vowels occur in the three types of syllablie

as follows:

1. In the major syllable, the initial consonant position may
be filled by all consonant phonemes (see seC.6.4)

2. In the major syllable, the final consonant position mav
be filled by all single consonant phonemes except b, d, ¢, n and 1,

No clusters.
3. The major syllable vowels comprise all vowel phonemes
(see sec. 5.3.3)
The most common vowels in the major syllables are [a],[a:]
and [o:] respectively. Short vowels do not occur in open major syllables.

4, The minor syllable initials comprise all consonant phonemes

except w, pl, phl, tl, khl, and bl

5. Final consonants in minor syllables are p, t, k,?, m, n,

D and w

6. The minor syiiabié vo&éisﬂcomprise all vowel phonemes
except e, et,u,m:, a: and we,
7. The presyllable initials are p, t, k, ¢,? , my n, s, 1
and ph, th, kh.

8., [#] is the only vowel in the presyllable
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4.4 Syllapble Munction in Words

There are two main classes of syllable in terms of their

function in the Word: nuclear syllables and peripheral syllables

4,4,1 The Nuclear Syllable functions as the nucleus
of a Word. The Syllables of this class are only Major Syllables, and they

rake primary stress  They always occupy the last Syllable position of

the Word.
Examples:
['dis?] 'water!
['ha:m] 'blood!
['the:] 'rice-field'
['no:t] tdrink!
['me?] 'sleep’
[to'dug] 'an eel!'
[.kamsa‘na:} 'a bow!
{'pig'wa:j] ' spider!

4.4.2 The Periphe;al Syllable functions as the periphefy
of a Word. The syllables of this class consist of minor syllables,
which take secondary stress, and unstressed presyllables. The Peripheral
Syllable always occupies the first syllable of a disyllabic word and a
trisyllabic word of cype B (see sec.3.2.3.2) the first and second syllable

of a trisyllabic word of Type A (see sec.3.2.3.1)
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Examples:

[lpidwa:j] 'spider’

[ na:ndusn] 'the moon!
H

[ kamss'na:] 'a bow'
1

[to law!paw] tto dream, a dream!'

]

[ thom'thas] 'a clump!
i

[ ?p:ls'nat] 'pineapple!
{

Nuclear syllables have longer duration than peripheral syllables,
and the clarity of the vowel in a nuclear syllable is clearer than that
in a peripheral syllable. A peripheral syllable vowel cannot usually
be heard clearly unless the language helper is asked to speak slowly,

whereas a nuclear vowel 1s absolutely clear at any speed.



CHAPTER 5

5. Vowel Phonemes

5.1 General Definition

The Phoneme vank 1s defined as the rank whose units function
in the syllable. It is the lowest rank of the hierachy and so has
no statable structure, but the thonetic forms of the phonemes may

be described.

There are two main classes of phonemes accerding to their

function in the syllable: vewz=ls and consonants.

5.2 The Vowel Phonmes

A vowel is defined as the nucleus of a syllable. In lyeu,

theres are contrasts betwsen chort and long vowels.

5.3 Vowel Occurrence in different Syllables Types

5-.3.1- Vowel Phonemes In Major Syllables
In Major Sylliables, all 20 contrastive vowels (see

sec. 5,5) m2y occur.

5.3.2 Vowel Phonemes In Minor Syllables
Vowel Phonemes in Minor Syllables, all vowel phonenas

except /e, e:,m,w:, a: and ws/ may occur.

A high proportion of the vowels in Minor Syllables are /:/
but the following vowels occur in only one word each: /i:, o:, u, o,

a/
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gxamples:
Jni:thion/ fa tale’
/sope’soin/ "shoes’
/ca:m mat/ 'eyesbrows'
/bunkhun/ "%indness for which one is indebt’
/?o:lonat/ ‘oineapple’
/panjiem/ "window*
/samlan/ ta fish net'
/pinwa:j/ 'spider’

The vowels in Minor Syllables have the same qualities as
in Major Syllables, but they differ in length. The vowels in HMinor
Syllables are shorter than the vowels in Major Syllables, such that
a minor leong vowel is about the same length as a major short vowal,
znd a minor short vowel is shorter than a major short vowel. Thus
there arc three phonetic vowel lengths in Nyeu, but only two phonemic

T lemwztiss - - -

/samlan/ {lsam‘lan} 'z fish net’
/sam/ [ 'sam] 'pretty’
/3/in /simlan/ is shortsr than /3/ in /sdm/
/eomgklom/ {‘cog'klo:n} *kneel!

/o:/ in /cowm/ is shorter than /o:/ in /kio:n/
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5.3.3 Vowel Phonemes In Presyllables

The only Vowel Phoneme that can occur in Presyllables is
the short schwa [#] . A presyllable in Nyeu is always unstressed,
and its vowel is always very short or lost. It is hardly audible
in fast speech. A/ in a presyllable is about the same length as

a short minor syllable vowel.

Examples:
/sedo?/ [s8'ds?] [sa'da7] or [s'ds?] ‘hiccup'
/so'jou/[s3'joy] [s°'ienl or [s'jen] 'stand'
/kapap/ [X3'pep]  [k°'nep] or [k'pep] 'durable'
/seme3/ [s5'moj] [s”'mej] or [s'moj] 'shadow'
/soba?/ [s3'bo?] [sa'ba7] or [s'bs?] 'blown off'

5.4 Problems of Interpretation

5.4.1. Breathiness

Breathiness in Nyeu is a distinctive feature which occurs
with some but not all vowels. There are only a few examples in my

data. The voice quality in thi: 'frequent, in quick order' is different
from thi: 'high'. The first seems to have a normal voice quality

and the second sounds breathier. The breathy words seem to have more

resonance, a slightly lower pitch, and perhaps a larger volume of

air.

The following is the complete list in my data that show

breathiness: (breathiness is marked by X)



/thi:/
/thio/
/1g:?/

/1i27%/

/saj/
/bliey/
/thien/
/1uai/
/1ia/
/phisn/

/thewisn/

/sit/
/pothi:/

/phlia/

/knai/

/khlag/
/thu:h/
/¥ethish/
/piaplig’/

/sam/
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"high’

'a matf

fcows'?

to carry on shoulder’

Thands’

‘a kind of long cylindrical fish trap
woven from certain types of bamboo!
Tresin'

Yarms’'

Tcandlzs?

Tehicken'

teggs'

'expensgive’

‘the leaves of which are added tc =
boiled bamboc dish’

'organic fertilizer'

'spinach’

(¥
[wa
[
[¢1)
Hh

'a dish of Yalf raw chopped spice
{(or fish, chicken, pork)?®

"tree trunk: element preceding the
names of trees and plants’

‘lac, stick-lac’

"boat!

'shove away with foot'

'a kind of flower'’

'bruised!



“ince breathiness has bcen found in only a few environments
it is difficult to make a resonable explanation of occurrence.
Moreoveﬁ, T have noticed that when my main language helper put *he
word in an utterance, the breathincss was hardly audible. But when
I asked her to pronocunce the words individually, the breathiness was
more =asily observed. However I have rechecked many times with othoar

Nyeu, and they had breathiness on the same words.

Considering the geographical location cf Ban Phon Kho where
the Nyeu live, which is only nine kilometers from Sisaket City, they
have frequent contact with other non-Nyeu people. Furthermore,the
Nyeu people are bilingual in Nyeu and Thai. So these people may
have adopted some features of Northeastern Thai, especially the lack
of breathiness. So breathiness in their own language may have been

lost gradually and we now find only a little of it left.

Be that as it may, breathiness is not now a major feature

in Nyeu, sc it is left as residue in this description.

5.4.2 Long Close Vowels

On the basis of the (C) Cv (C) pattern., long close vowels

a2re interpreted as one long vowel, rather than as a vowel plus a

semiconsonant.

/ci:/  not /e

,...
[9]
e

N

Q
Q
{e
]

Hte
[
S~

/nu:/  not  /fmuw/

[ |
pm
o
[
e,
o
)
o
e
0



[im] Jus] and [uc] are sirilarly interpreted as monzpacnen
diphthongs.
[ biot] 'an alms bowl' is  /bidt/
[ smom] "to hide’ is  /swonm/
[ tuen] fafraid? is  /tuen/
Chart 2. Vowel Phonemes
B diphthongs: ie wo us
Front Central Back
}
short long short long {short long
Close i i: o or: u u:
Mid e a: > Poon o] o1
s [ O
£ j €3 a - 2 o
Open - +- ; | -
) E | ot

5.5 Description of Vowsl Phonemes

/i/ [i} 1is a short close froni unrounded vowel.

It occurs before /p; t, k,? , h, m, n,n , w/

/eip/ Thair pin'
/pit/ 'dig up’
/sim/ 'all gone’
/din/ Tknow?

/min/ ‘pointed’
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/iv/ [i:] is a long close front unrounded vowel,

It occurs before /p, t, k,” , m, n,y and w/

/pi:=t/ "knife°
/li:x/ ‘albino!
/pi:m/ 'muscle’
/lasi:n/ targue'
/piw/ 'an exclamation used when one comes

across something unexpected!

/e/ fel~le ]
[2] is a short mid fro;t unrounded veowel,
It cccurs before /k, ?, h, n and D/
[e] is a short mid slightly raised unrounded vowel.

It only occurs before /t/ and /h/

/met/ [mét] 'dive into water®

/deh/ [den] Tpub’

/me?/  [me?] 'sleep!

/sen/ [sen] 'offer food to ancestral spirits’
/men/  [mepg] "pimple’

/e:/ [e:lis a long did front unrounded vowel. It occurs

before /p. t, ?_ m. n, n and j/

/se:p/ 'drum!

/kehe:t 'stingy’

Joa:? [/ "astringent taste!
/ce:m/ "bird!

/tem/ "to stap on'



/e/ [e] is
It
/kep/
/bet/
/pe?/
/1leh/

/nen/

/er/ [e:] 1
I

/tole:
/ke:t/
/te:k/
/pe:?/

/7e:m/

e/ fw] is
It

/1mp/

a short open front unrounded vowel.
occurs before /p, t, 7, h, and n/
Texplosive cap’
fcurry, soup’

fenouzh’

s = lomg open front unrounded vowel.
t occurs before /p, t, X,? ; m, n, 5 an w/
p/ "sister or brother in law’
"small (gize)'
*out out a new shootf
left side!
dzlicious’
2 short close central unrounded vowel.

occurs befcre /p, t, k, ?, m, n, and g/
'erase’
Tamazed?’
‘a building’

'damp, to seep'

'to take someone to!



/s /

/a/ .

o/

[u:] is a

Jlust/
/kurik/
/hu:?/
/bun/

Jmi:y/

[21-[3]

[3] is an extra short mid central unrounded vowel.

> close central unrounded vowel.

rs bafore /t, k., °, n,g and j/

‘scare, haunt'

Tdumb?

ta bitter bitinsz taste'
9

Table, get

'crawl, roll up'

is a short mid central unrounded vowel.

occurs in presyllable vowel and pronounces a

little shorter than [2] (see Sec.5.3.3)

/ask/
/ta?/
/samdh/

/>=3j/ -

'late at nizht!
"to lead'’

'name

- 'to take (a bath)' -

Te:] is a long mid central unrounded vowel.

It occurs before /T, ?, M, D,qg » 3/

/ka:t/
/pha:?/
/perm/
/se:m/
/so%s: 1/

/sala:gj/

*be, becomef
‘meet, find’
'smile broadly'
*to hover'

'a stone mortar!

'water leech!

66/

it



/a/ Tal is & short open central unrounded vowel.

It occurs before all final consocnants.

/hap/ "shirt, blouse'’

/tat/ Tsell’

/3a’/ i51d woman'

/ham/ "hat and spiley (taste)?

/kan/ 'collective term for insects!

/a:/ va: is a long open central unrounded vowel.

It cccurs before all final conscnants.

Jka:t/ "burn'
/ta:?/ "tongue, iron'’
/ha:m/ 'hlood!
/ta:n/ ‘weave'

/af [ul is a short close back rounded vowel. It

oceurs before /7, W, m, n,U and j/

/3u?/ ‘inner core of the banana tree’
/kepuh/ "foam, bubbl~s'

/Lum/ to swarm'

/mun/ 'to roll’

/dun/ "house’

/tus/ huyt



i
fur/ Ta:dl is a long close back rounded vowel,

before /p, t, k.7, h, m, n, 5 and j/

/tup/
/mu:t/
/tuzk/
Muin/

/bu:i/

/o/ [-«] 1is a short mid back rounded vowel.

before /o,

talo?/

/lom/
/Cun/

/won/

fouffed upf
tenter’
'hide’
Tcarry’

*be drunk'

t, k, ?, h, m, n, p/
'a particle of dirt'
'nose!

"left cver remants'
Tuntil?

‘a2 circle’

/o:/ [o:] is a long mid back roundéd vowel.

It cccurs before /p, t, k, h, m, n,n and 3/

/o:/ [2:] is a long

to sprout?
'the bettom, anus’

‘rice’

open back rounded vowel.

It occurs before /p, t, k,? , h, m, n,g and

It oceurs

68/

It occurs

3/



/s0:t/
/lo:h/
/lo:m/

/?o:n/

—*’"\\\\ /ho:3/

/a/ Tal is
It

/k>hah

I
/sa:?/

/ma:h/

The three d

fi,w, ul ¢liding to

<

/®/ occurs
/sizp/
/plist
/lism/
/tisn/

/sion/

'to itch’
‘a mistake?
"liver’

tgive, let’

Tflow’

a short open back unrounded vowel,

occurs hefore /?, h, and n/
/ ‘coush!
Thear"
‘brzast, chestf
s a long open back unrounded vowel.

+ oceurs before /7 and h/
‘cast-off skin!

"Tmogquitoes’

iphthongs/js,we , Us/ are close vowels.

schwa [=2]:

bafore /o, t, k,?, h, m, n, n/
Tcockroach!

/ "banana'
Tgnade?
Tto ary’

Tto feed!
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/¥5/ occurs befora /z, t, kK, , m, n,0 , j/

/uo/

/ksduap/ "under, below’
/sokhwam/ *thin’

/buon/ 'a place’
/lwon/ ‘stairs’

occurs before /t, k,? , m, n,g , 3/
/kuot/ tfroa’

/pus?/ tsunshine, sunlight'’
/kotuom/ fgugar cane'

/tuon/ tafraid-
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owel Cooccurrence Restrictions

The cooccurrence of vowels and final consonants illustrated

in chart 3 shows that.

rt vowels never occur in Open Syllables.

Only /i, i:, :, a, a:, is / occur before /w/

/a/
/al
All
All
All
All
All
All
All
All

All

2, w, 9, O, 0, 1, g:/ never occur bafcre /i/

and /a:/ occur only before /?, h, n/

, /a:/ and /ia/ can occur before all final consonants.
vowels except /2,9 , 0, a4, i, 2:, a:/ occur before /p/.
vowels except /o, u, 9,a . a:/ occur before /t/.

vowels except /e, u, 0, a, €1, 9:, a:/ occur before /k/
vowels can occur before /?/

vewels except /i,w , u, e:,€ 1,w t,0 ,un / ocecur befcre /n/
vowels except /e,e ,9 ,a , a:/ oceur before /m/

vowels excedt fo, os as i/ qpcup_befpre_/n/_

vowels except /e, o q:/ occur before /n/

long vowels and dipthongs can occur in open syllables.
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5.6,2 The cooccurrence of vowels and initial consconants

10.

11.

in chart 4 shows that all vowel phonemes can occur
with initial consonants., but different environment

as follows:

All vowels except /e,iz, ¢:, o:, a:, wo/ occur after /p/
All vowels ewmcept /i, @, o, £:, 03, a:/ occur after /b/.
All vowels except /o, 9, a, €1, ®:, a:, i®/ occur after /m/
Onlv /i, a, o, a:, o:, a:, ia/ occur after /w/.

All vowels except /o, a:,ua/ occur after /t/.

All vowcls except /o, a, i:, e:, e:, a:/ necur after /4/.
411 vowels except /2, w:, a:/ occur aftecr /s/.

Only /a2, ©, o, €:, a:, o:, io/ occur after /n/.

Al vewels except /e:/ -ccur after /1/.

All vowsls except /u. o, a:, mo/ occur after /c/.

All vowels egc§pt_{§ﬁu s 95 Q, i:, €1, wW:, a:/ occur
after /n/.

Only /e, a, u, €, ™1, @:, u:, 9:, i2/ occur after /j/.
A11 vowels except /e, w9 , u, o, u:, Q:, 1i9,va/ occur
after /k/.

Only /e,w 4, @, a:, o:, o:, ia/ occur after /n/.

All vowels except /i, e,e ,w , u, 0, er,m:,a:, o ma/
cceur after /7/.

Only /w1, a, u, 0, i:,s:, w:, a:, u:, 2:, us/ occur after /h/.
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.7 Vowel Contrasts
The following examples demonstrate minimal or near minimal

contrast between vowels which are near in quality.
5.7.1 Position Contrasts of short vowels.

/i/, fef, [/

/oit/ Ydig up’

/bet/ 'to light (a cigarette)’

/het/ 'soup, curry'’

s /a/

/rw?/ *to blow, to fan'

/bo?/ 'sharpenad adge'

e/, /a/

/Pao?/ ‘meet, find'

sha?/ iput on (shirt or blouse only)
Jta7)  to lead’ T '
/ta?/ 'pick up (fruit)!

/u/, /ol /a/

/lum/ "to swarm'
/lom/ "remants’

/lom/ ‘umbrella’
/thuy/ ‘bag, sack!

/thon/ Tfield’
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/of . /af
/eo?/ ‘a cushion’
/ba?/ ‘stick - nost in the ground’
'/12?/ *chicken coon’
/la?/ "to dye'
/if, ja/
/min/ 'pointed?
/mzn/ "have no feeling'
/din/ "know, learn'
/émn/ 'take somecnz to!
/sim/ 1211 sone’
/sam/ ‘damp, t> sesep’
/lef, [a/
te?/ "2 place (where)
fta?/ 'to lead’
fed, /al -
/pet/ *disappear’
/pat/ 'squeeze, cut down'’
/phe?/ ‘mud ,- wet'
/pha?/ ‘put on (shirt or blouse only)'
/fafs /o/s /o/
/ba?/ ‘shorpened edge’
/bo?/ "pull out (except plarits)'

/bo?/ 'a cushion’
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5.7.2 Lencth Contrasts.

/i/, /i:/
/pit/ tdiz up?
/pi:t/ *knife’
/min/ 'pecinted’
/min/ ‘repair?
fel, [e:/
/sen/ "offer food to ancestral spirit’
/te:n/ ‘step on'
le/s e/
/pe?/ ‘enough'
/pe:?/ tleft sidse’
/thet/ ‘torn®
/the:t/ "subside (water)’
i), faid
/man/ "have no feeling, numb'
/tin/ fable, can, get’
[lug/ Taccustomed to!
/Iin/ "long’
/trk/ *a building®
[t ak/ '{worm) bite, chew'
/ol /-
/18?/ dirty’

/12:7/ ‘raise up, love'



/a/,

/u/,

/o/,

/27,

/a/

/tan/
ta:n/

/lan/

/la:n/

fas/
/tug/
/tuzy/
/ohum/

/shu:m/

/o:/
/tho?/
/tho:?/

/thoy
/tho:y/
/fo:/

/dog/
do:n/
/ton/

/to:n/

fa:/
/mah/
/m:h/
/lah/

/la:h/

Ytie something arocuand the waist!
'weave’
to over flow!

ta floor for harvest rice!

"deaf’
Ycoconut!
"bush, clump'

'sweet smelling'

‘village'
‘2 new shoot!?

Pfield’

'male (2 lezged animal)'

tgtill, alive’
Tpreserved?
Theavy’

a handle?

Tta ask?
"mosquitoes’
"to come out?

'allergic reaction to food!’



5.7.3 Position Contrasts of lonz vowals

/i:/,/e:/
/khi:t/
/khe:t/
/kni:n/

/ce:n/

/e:/j /8:/
Jce.m/

/cem/

/e:/, /as/
/ko:t/

/ka:t/

far/y fodf

Joi/, /o3/
/lo:n/

/1osn/

lis/, fuo/, fus/
/sisn/
/son/

/surn/

"draw’
"houndary’
‘write’

pipe?

tFipe?’

‘sweep (house)’

‘eoffin’

Twned’

tfeed, take care after (a baby)’

‘lay one thing on top of another’

Ydancet

79/



CHAPTER 6

Consonant Phonemes

(3]
°

6.1 Function of Consonants
The consonants function as syllable periphery. There ar¢ no
contrasts between short and long consonants. So length of consonant is

not phonemic, thoupsh occasionally there may be free variation in len -th.

6.2 Problems of Interpretation

6.2.1 Aspirated stops

Aspirated stcps are interpreted as clusters of stops p, t, k

plus h for the following rcasons.

o

Tirst, the aspirated stops do not occur in word-final position,

just as no clusters cccur in word-final position.

— - Second, the simple st>ps, p, t, k occur in word-initial andl

word-final poesition coperating as independent phonemes, and so alsc does

=y
:

Third, the stops p, t, k¥ plus h are parallel to a pattern of

stops », t, k nlus liquid 1

Fourth, a cluster interpretation would egliminate three

phonemes from the chart.

Therefore, the aspirated stops, ph, th, kh are interpreted

as clusters,
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£inal semivowels are interpret:sd as consonants.,

fwit] 'a toilet? is  /wit/ Aot /uit/
fcaw]  ‘'come? is  /caw/ not /cau/
32?1  'o1d woman' is  /32%/ not /ia?/
pajl "louse' is  /pail/ not /pai/

6.2.3 The k w saquence is not interpreted as a cluster of

conscnants k and w because it is found in only one example in my data,

kwak 'spin®, and this word may be proncunced as either kuwak or

s rsme——

kwak. Sc it is left out of consideraticn.

6.2.4. The fricative f is nct found in real Nyeu words.

It appears in loan words from Thail such as fajfa: ‘'electricity'.
fep 'the name of a powdered detergent?. Moreover, most Nycu

" people pronounce £ —3 ph in Thai loan words. So it is mot .

listed with the Nyeu consonant phonemes.
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Chzrt 5. Phonetic Chart of Consonant Phonemes 82/

The six categories of consonants in the following chart are

arranged according to broad phonetic criteria.

+ - SerwATs RIS T s e e l
{
Labial Alveol-» Palatal Velar Glottal |
V1.5tops o) t e ¥ ?
_ e ]
vd.Stops b d §
Nasais m n n n
i ——
Fricatives *f s h
Liguid 1
) n ——
Semivowels w i . j T
1 H .

1o

# only in loenwords from Thai.

6.3 Dascription of Consonant Phonemes

/p/ [»}] is o voicel:ss unaspirated bilabial stop. It occurs

in mojer syllable-Initial, minor syllable-~initial,

presyllizble-initial, and in majdor syllable-final

/pa:n/ ‘margot?

/hap/ *shirt, blouse’
/zeno:h/ "hroom!
/pigwa:i/ Yspider?
/tepu:i/ Trocf?

/b/  [b] is a voiced bilabial stop. It occurs in major

/bet/ "soup, curry'’
/bu:in/ 'able, can, get'

/lsbuay/ 'fence’



/msbist/ 'chew'
/bo?blisy/ 'dry outf
/t/ [t] is a volceless unaspirated apico-alveolar stop (not

dental). It occurs in major syllable-initial, minor
syllable-initial, presyllable-initial majorsyllable-

final, and minorsyllable-final positions.

/tin/ ‘cicada’
/tam/ "hit, right side’
/katt/ ‘be, become’
/kata:m/ terab!
/tapan/. 'classifier for bundles of firewood'’
“/Eotkein/ 'elbows'
/a/ Tdl 1is a voiced apico-alveolar stcp (not dental).

It occurs in major syllable-ini*ial and minor syllable-

initial positions.

/deh/ ‘earthen pot’
/din/ 'know'’
/kadonkon/ "the coceyx!
/c/ [c] 1is a voiceless lamino-pre palatal affricated stop with

occasinal light affrication. It occurs in majorsyllable-
initial, minorsyllable-initial, minorsvllable-initial and
presvliable-initial positions.

There 1s free variation with s in presyllable position

before 4.
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[cem/ "bird’

Jeat/ ‘butt with horns’
/cede i/~ 'stand on one's toes?
/sads 3/

/pecwei/ “to plow, a plow’
/co:nklo:n/ "kneel®

/%/ [¥] is a voiceless unaspirated dorso-velar stop. It
occurs in major sylleble-initial, minor syllable-init al.
presyllable initial, major syllable-final, and minor

syllable-final positions.

/ke :t/ ‘spall, little’

/kan/ 'female- collective term for insects’
fiek/ *Flood?t

/xanpa:g / ‘maggot’

/bakbep/ Thail’

/o dai/ ‘whot

/7 1?] is a glottal stop.

It occurs in major syllable-

iritial, minor syllablz -initial, presyllable-initial.

major syllable-final,

/7€ m/
/’2:mn/
/me'? //

,'tio"’ /

/b2?blisy/

/sope?so g/

fdelicious!
fgivef
‘gleep’
‘buffalo’
tdry out’

shoes?

and minor syllable-final positions.



/n/
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fm] is a voiced bialabial nasal. It occurs in major
syllable-initial,; minor svllable-initial, presyllable-

initial. major syllable-~final, and minor syllable-Final

/men/ "pimple!
/mat/ ‘eyes’
/pim/ fmuscle’
/ham/ ‘het. spicy’
/mobiat/ tchaw?

/se :asasy/ relatives’
/magrucn/ ‘prosperty’

I'n] is a voliced apico-alveolar nasal., It occurs in major
syllable-initial. wmiror syllable initial, presyllable-

initial., major syllable-final. and ninor syllable~final

positions.

/na? / ‘classifier for persors’
/no:n/ ‘sponge gourd’

/tan/ Tweave’

/pan/ *shoot!

/o ne :n/ Tteath:

/tenc:h/ "mouth’

Jawenait/ Yshake'

/na:gduen/ "mcon’

/kan pa:g/ ‘maggot’
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M/ [n] is a voiced fronte-palatal nasal., It occurs in

major syllable-initial. and in minorsyllable-initial po

/nat/ “to stuff!
/na?/ Tsour’
/Moinis?/ ‘a2 swing’
manisp/ 'want, bungry’

/n/ {3} 1is a voiced dorso-velar nasal. It occurs in major

syllable~-initial, minor syllable-initial, major syllable-

final and minor syllable-final positions.

/noc -t/ ‘drink’

/gai/ "day’

/dun/ *take someone to’
/gamga?y *fork of trez’

/pagjien/ ‘window'

/s/ [s] is a voiceless arico-dental grcoved fricative., It

occurs in major syllable-initial, minor syllable-initial

> .

nd presyllable-initial posi

[y

1] is a voiceless lamino-prepzlatal grooved fricativa,

It occurs in free variation with s in word-initial

position befors voweirs, 1, ¢ and a:.
/sim/ [ §im} ’all zone, none remaining’
/sam/ [ fam] pretty’

/sa:j/ [fari] 'address for older siblings
/slop/ [siep]  'cockroach'

/samlan/ [ samlan] 'a fish netx!
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There is free variation between s and c¢ in presyllables before
d.
/89de:j/ ~ /cede:3/ 'stand on one's toes'

Mote: The free variation of [s=]~[7;] is found in the speech

cf pecple over forty years old, but [f] was not heard from

young neople.

/b/ Th] is a voiceless cglottal Fricative. It occurs in najor
syllable~1aitial, minor syliable-initial, major syliabla-

final positions and after o, t, k as a cluster.

/o ? "bitter biting taste’

/hav/ *shirt, blouce!

/seh/ "ride’

/xehe:t/ ‘stingy?

/honha:j/ 'pe bovrhered by’

/phe 7/ "meet T T e e
Jthe :/ ‘rice-field:

kho:m/ ‘plates, dishes’

/1/ [1] is a voiced apico-alveolar lateral., It occurs in
major syllable-ini+ial, minor syllable-initial. presylleb i«

initial and after p, t, %, ph, kh, b as a clustex.

f1i?/ ‘pig, pork’ /tin:m/ YFilter’
/iwla:/ 'thorns' /xlu:h/ "bark {(deg}
/o :mtp:m/ ‘bamboof /phlah/ 'scattar

/plaj/ 'salty’ (rice seedin~s)
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/khl? / ‘fortune’
/bloy / ‘whisky, liquor!

/w/ [ vl is a voiced labial-velar semivowel. It cccurs in
major syllable-initial, major syllable-final and minor

gyllable-final positions.

Jwit/ "toilet’

fwa:i/ tchop grass’

Jcaw/ tcome!

/phibw/ Thurry?

te lawpaw/ “tn dream, a deea’

e
o

/3/ [41 is 2 voiced fronto-nalatal semivowel. It occurs

i}

majon syllable-initial, minor syllable~initial. major

{

H]

21 positions.

n

s7llable~final, and minor syllable-fin

/ia?/ 'z3idress for oid weman'

/3ieg/ fgold? e

/st / “find, seek for®

/kajuy/ fa bat’

/iua?plist/ “inner core of the banna tree trunk'
/khaj lo:g/ trezt

.4 Ccnsonant Contrasts

/of/y /b/, /m/

/pet/ 'disaprear’
/bet/ ‘eurry, soup'
/met/ 'zall. bile’

/pun/ 'rob'



/p/,

1t/

/t/,

/b an/

/mun/

/m/, Iw/
/pat/
/mat/

/wat/

/4a/. /s/, /17
/to:i/

/do:i/

/so:i/

/lo:i/
/svtain/
/da:n/

/sa:n/

fla:3/) .

/ef, /nf
/ton/
/don/
/non/
/tat/
/dat/

/nat/

Teut down'?
Teyes’

‘mezsure’

fkettle’
‘rice’

'lackey, vassal’

Tspotted?

tbarn {for rice)’

. 'deserted’

‘heavy?

'still, alive’

Tpull’

"sellf

'bend in order to straighten’

'make an appointment’
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/ety Inls 1305 Iof

/cisy/ "elephant’

/nisn/ 'dip up’

/jisn/ "gold’

/ni®n/ "barb'

/cat/ 'butt with horns’
/nat/ "stuff!

/nat 'pry up'

/na:m/ feryt

/na:n/ sweet (taste)’

/k/s In/y /7/../0/

Jkat/ 'harvest, cut’
/naz/ pry yp!

/at/ ‘starve’

/hat/ ‘practice’

6.5 Consonant Phoneme Distribution
Syllables in Nyeu are divided into major syllables
(see secz.4.2.1) minor syllables (see sec. 4.2.2) and presyllables (zex
sec., 4.2.3)
6.5.1 Major Syllables
Major Syllables may contain one, two or three initiazl
conscnants. The patterns of the major syllables are c,v (Cz) or

C3 Cp (CS) \ (Cz), so the consonant position classes in the major

syllable are ¢,, C.,, C,, C,,, C

12 72° T30 u> 5
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position,can be filled by all consonant phonemes.

(@]
N

position, can be filled by p, t, k, 2? h, m, n, n, W, J

(@]
[€V]

cluster-initial position, can be filled by voiceless

stops p, t, k and voiced stop b.

C4 cluster-second position, can be filled by fricative h

if ¢, is p, t, k and C4 position, can be filled by liquid 1

3

if C3 is p, t, k, or b.
Ce cluster-third pesition, can be filled by liquid 1 if Cq

is p, k and Cu is h.

Examples of Major Syllables:

ClVC2 /do:3/ tcooked rice’

ClV fca:/ 'eat”

CacuV /pia:/ ‘head’

cscuvc2 /kla{g/ ‘carry by pole between two persons’

‘QscupSYQQ_/leaﬁ/» ..‘la?ge flat round bamboo tray’

ClVC2 /poit/ Tdrink! o

ClV /the:/ ‘rice-field’

C3C4VC2 /blon/ “'whisky, liquor’

Cacl‘,‘CSVC2 /khlag/ "having magical power (of plac=z or
object)’

c,ve, /pia?/ *smoke’

ClVC2 /seh/ ‘horse'

ClVC2 /topai/ Twooden mortar’

C3C4VC2 /kople:m/ ‘matches’

c, Ve, /?2:lonat/ 'pineapple’
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.2 Minor Syllables
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Minor Syllables have the pattern C6(C7)V(C8)

C position, can be filled by all consonant phonemas except w.
I~ i 3 k
()
C7 cluster-second position, can be filled by fricative h if
C. is p, t, x.

&

Examples of Minor Syllables:

C6C7VC8

c.vC

CSVCE

/pitwa:i/
/tot ke:y/
/kamphiay/
/phaklo:k/
/samlan/

/?5-1enat/
/bakhep/

/na;ndusn/
/hoﬂhé:j} -
/xhu:ke.w/
/khajthai/
thomtha:/

/cawkan/

/telawpaw/

c position, can be filled by p, t, k, ?, m, n, g, W, j

"spider’

Yelbows?®

‘wall'

‘empty silk worm cocoon’
*fish net’

‘pineapple’

'hail’

"moon'

*Eothéf b&'
‘bride-groom, best man’
‘banyan trec'’

‘a clump’

'niece’

'+to dream, a dream’
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©.5.3 Presyllables

Presyllables have the pattern C9 (Clo) \Y%
C9 position, can be filled by p, t, ¢, k, ?, 1, m, n, s
ClO position, can be filled by h after p, t, k
Examples of Presyllables:
/padah/ ‘popped rice'
/tata:n/ "crawl’
/cadea:j/ *stand on one's toes’
/kacah/ "charcoal, fireweood’
/seatish/ '‘edible wood lizard’
/lopa: %/ 'shoulders’
/phamu:i/ ‘sweat’
/thanap/ ‘dike built around paddy field®
/khanasij/ ‘pillow’

/?ono:/ 'just now’



94/

Summary of Consonant Cateacries (Chart 5)

.6

The following consonant categories are arranged according to

distribution criteria.
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The distribution in chart 5 shows that:

p,t,k can occur in Cl' Czy CB’ C6’ C8 and C9
c,3 can occur in Cl’ C6 and C9
?,m,n, can occur in Cl' Cz, C6, C8 and C9
b n oc in C C 4ac
can occur in 17 G5 an 6
d,n can occur in Cl and C6
T can occur in C C C d
n occu 1 G0 & an C8
h can occur in C C., C C C, and C

[

can occur in C., C

w can occur in C

3 can occur in C

dhkkkkkikhkkhhkhkkhkidxik
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Appendix

The words are arranged according to the vowels and final

consonants.

w, i, e:, g1, Wz, 9:, a>, ur, 0:, 0: a:

The order of final consonents is p, t, k, %y, hy, m, n, 0, W, j

and cpen syllables.

~1p -2D
sip ten to :kap rat trar
cip hair pir thap pile up
thonap dike
kabap keap shut
bakhep hail
(the mouth}
- D hap shirt, blouse
kep percussion cap plap to fine
Ieap bite
- P
thalap become embeldened
Jup eprase
cacap chop off
- D nap move a little bix
khensp durable tap pound (with wooden
mortar and pestie)
sap cover with blanket

nap count



S9NOp
kstop
sato:top

lop

_op

-isp

straight
turn over
peanut

come back

shorts, trousers

boil

sheath~like

pick (fruit)
using a long
pele with a
split or forked
tip

low, low lying
compare

quiet

cockroach

let

bet

-et

-gt

136/

1id, cover

under, below

to light
to stick or

drive intc

tie up
to have naw bud,

soup, curry

cut down, Torn



o
r

det

sa?ct
salet

sowet

~wt

kothat

dat

to slip or glide
along on the
buttocks as a
small child
sticky

pull back

tough

amazing

frigthened
cut, harvest
pry up

press

meat, animal

measure

1]

looks, one's fac
a chisel

eyes

a large flat
round bamboc tray
firecracker

bend in order to

straighten

cat

ot

monarn pa
lomat
semat
hat

nat
kstat
kepat
?5:lsnat
?at

c? :mmat
tat

nat

ssmut

s2 lut

hot

-ut

-ot

101/

listen
squecza,cut dewn
attack with horns
west

a whip

really sure
practice

make an appointment

eyebrows
sell

to stuff

a note boock

to immerse

shrink



tabist

juopli t

ca?iat

mablet

-awt
kathuat
ksnuat

thuet

-ust
cugt

sagkuat

bust

to insert
banana

an alms bowl
to fly up

a wedge
turmeric
flower cluster
of the banana
tree

crowded against
inner core of
banana tree.
Narrow

chew

plain, homely
tickling sensation

fry (in fat)

put on (trousers)
sharpen with by
rubbing with some

rough rock

enter the priesthood

thust
nit cust

talust

lo:gnust
patust
kuat

hust

ot

lust

ceck

lek

tuk

-uat

~ek

-k

102/

great grand parents
sarong
cylindrical
container for

the line used in
betel chewing
strips

steal, rob

frog

cone-shaped
bamboo container
for steaming rice
show off

wire

thermes becttle
raise the eyebrows

o pick (teceth)

chinese

fiocd

a building



-9K

dsk

khak
kwak

phak

-0OK

nok

-2k

li2mcok

-iok

phisk

Jambisk
?atiisk

khajphisak

cut notches
(strips) in a
trez trunk
braid

love, like

a post
clearly

spin

knife sheath

to let, raise

a hoe

plague, a curse

word
difficult

poor

parasitic plants

-tk
kathusk
phusk
thuek
luek

sumk

-usk
muwek

1wk

-i?

sane?

the?

103/

bump against
taro
measure
select

butt in

a hat

scalded by hot water

}
blame

monk's quarters

pry locse

encugh

pair of small cup
shaped cymbals
untidy

tread down

sexual interccurse



he”?
58387

phe?

—w?

a7
sobha?
kads”?
ba?

soda’?

ta?

sona?

~a

strip off

leaning

mud, wet

respond

blown off

a gourd
sharped cdg:
hiccup
hiccup

lead

speech less

pick (fruit)

a2 bad smell
old woman
persou

fall down
patch

money, silver
put on (shirt,

blouse)

tapa”

khena”

s@na
na
tha?

na:mna”?

su?
ssmu?
phaiju?

hu?

sonu?

s50°?

po?

-07

104/

place across
move fishing rod
up and down

win

spread apart
pool

the fork (of a

tree)

wash {clothes}
blurred vision

storm

[$¥]

rings under the

eyes tacause ¢f

slice,off in chips

rotten
hold in cne's

arms



bo

talo?

tho?

ho?

tato?

kileso?

sepho?

pull out (except

plants)
particles of
dirt

village

with, and

a small bamboc
bell to cattle's
neck

to comb

stack of rice
sheaves

to leave wat
head

cocenut shell

angry

a shallcw
pour

sour

COwWs

walk
forget,asleep

a cushion

105/

praserved fish
{teeth) fall cut

pick up with fingcr

carry orn b.th 2nds



-ig?

kathis?
kajia?
phenis?
to:nliSV

Dalia?

—en?
hua?
be "nwa?
lsthwe?
thue?

khwa?

-un?
pua”?
plua”?

cus?

to> push -sids

twig, branch
in front of
watery
buffalo
roast
armpit
husband
obstruct
pole
forehead

a swing

carry thing

having a2 handle

white

someonse

a feed trough
wear (on car)

ycke bar

sunshine, sunlight

grey

to pound

2us?
nua?

sangua?

khlegh

kadegh

potheh
samleh

deh

ksbeh
leh

kaceh

ceh

-us?

-¢h

106/

look healthy
incite, provoke

snore

howmuch, Lhow many

rub
bump
break off
ride

sSew

nail

squeeze with
two fingers
chilli peprer
rubbish
congested fof
breast),a wood.n
pot

blink

STICEzZe

basket

small-mouthed jar



107/

~-¢h ~-ah
19lch to trim klah comb
pelel kill talah hand of bananas
seh horse pethah mect along the
kateh strike against way
latheh cart petah release
ko:ntheh woven bamboo s9jah to step
basket having pecah cracked
a wide mouth cah clear (wooded
tekheh broken area)
lah to harrow
qah
pah to cleave
?sh negative final
particle -uh
semah name biluh termite mound
tonah breathe kapuh foam,bubbles
~-ah -oh T
mah woke someone up sethoh Jump
samah show respect to 13%ch soft
g someone taloh ‘navel
kecah charcoal noh third person
phlah sky toh pull up (hair)
tah divorce thaloch pilerce
k#&thah pan cech lay
dah bite down di=z?moh snot

s2lch take off



-oh
loh

mch

-5h
k@?oh
cdh
s®k%h

t®koh

k=acth

khloh

phadh
pah
padach

plidh

?ch
tabah
khanch
mah
ka?ah
tah
bgh

phlah

drop

nose

decayed
to build, plant

Scoop up

a hook of various

types
spit

fortune, luck

salt

a well, to hammer

popped rice

to lay down
board

dip (with spoon)
hock of begk
other

ask

pell off in chips

breast, chest

throw away

scatter (rice seedings)

t%kah

tabish

pish
menisdh

k@thish

s®wish

tish

satish

sam

-ah

-ish

-im

-~

108/

sick

a fishing rod
completed with
hook and linz
full

want, hungry
shove away with
fcot

chipped

to build a fira
an edible wood

lizard

" "01d man

all gone, ncne

almest, ncarly

damp

beautiful



sam

lam

ham
palam
tlam

tam

phum
sum
lum

bakkhum

Com
phom
thom
lom

konom

nognom

bom

phasaom

~um

-om

bruised

rub (white powder
on one's face)
hot and spicy
spread

soak

hit, right side

bush,;clump
a shelter
swarm

jackstones

complain

just

£ill in
remants
hatch

star gooseberry

hold in the
mouth
gather, save up

a little at a time

k@phom
som
plom
pom
lom
?om
kotom

tokom

Panjiem
liam

patiam

phlwenm
phihlwem
sokhwsm
Swen

kadwsm

-iom

~wom

109/

bud

grass

fat

immature rice
umbrella
winnow
earrings

finger, toe

window

spade

brother in law,
son in law
visit

Thai

ready

to falsh

thin

hide

gather up with two

hands



taludm
kstuam

sugm

tatsin

tin

-€n

sen

~-£n
phen
el

kaben

nin

wan
khan

pan

mouth ful, bite
sugar cane

pubic hair

pointed
flip over
judge

cicada

to offer food
to ancestral

spirits

g0 beyond

gallstone

thick

have no feeling

twist
pedestal tray

shoot

tapan

kan

samlan
kamBan
lan

san

kasan
k@man
cawkan

tan

pun

bun

bunkhun

thun

mun

~-an

=un

110/

classifier for
bundles of Firowcod
female, collactive
term for insects
fish net

chief of the village
overflow

eat (used for monk
only)

snake

daughter in law
niece

tie something
around the waist

a2 pronomin«l
referential for

objects

rob. steal
merit
kindness £ r
which one is
indebt

fun

roll



con

k@donkon

-n

pamon

-isn
sian
thian
ni:thisn
kadien
dwian

kelien

-tsn
buen
phwan
lo:nthod#@n
thusn
na:pndusn

Syron

khmen

until

the coccyx

invite a priest

feed
represent
tale
board

a sickle

the lymph glands

in the groin

a place, at
blessing
log

illegal
moon

lay one thing

on top of another

a hammer

susn

panuan

dig

keniy

menmey

khlug

Senson
ssjap

lawey

-Uan

_in

-en

—3]:]

111/

dance

hide

know. learn

tickle

pimple

cut on top of

bell

galingale
accustomed TO - -
+ake someone to
put up, hang ud

half

heel
stand

sesame szecd



T T S

-3Y)

wal

19phan

kemar

khap
can
kecan
k,;,la0
kenan
Phalag
Satag
san

4]
ka:san

S nan
tan

12 lan
€3 nan
plag

khlan

pa?an

expect while

(period of time)

pond

force, strength

to pen up
to trim

lcugh

a rung (of laddesr)

taut {as a rope)

guava

mim or neentree

weigh
serpant-headed

fish

a scale, balance

bitter, set up
clear, limpid
wing

COgUn groSs
having magical
power

to hold close

to a fire

tun

won

thon

‘ﬂog
ton
ken

lotog

-on

o0

Pit,hole
house

pus

mosquito pat

stomach

bag, sack 7 -

e

eel
ripen by placing
in 2 close container

deaf

a circle

field

leg
blow
potato
liquor, whisky
cage

still, alire
pull

heavy

hard

wall



phlag
?an
cay
sany

thqg

bo?bliany

Wian

blian

pliay

kamphien
nisg
khigay
khi:migg
sisn

jisy

—Qr}

-isn

cavity

boil, cook
linear measurc
hear

shy

dry out

warm oneself

at a fire

arms

climbing edible
tuber of the
yam family

shine a light at
to dry” )
share

sharpen

open (one's eyes)

wall

be side by side
rust
craftsman

gold

phaluen

phuenp
no?phuen
labwan
sothuen
takhuweg
Cusn

kadwon

khluwarny
ksbwan

Lluoy

phuan
hannuean
buar,

phaluen

dugp

-usn

-uan

113/

elephant
feed

hook, barb

a tree of the

family Euphorbiaceacz
accuse

carambola tree

fence

stem (of plants)

canal

tc move one 2nd
up and down
foot print- -
a torch

stairs

bunch, cluster
just a minate
a loop
glutinous rice backed
in a bamboo cylinder

a grub



-udy
nusn

Susy

tuepn

sajuan

cusn

thanklew

-aw

kapaw

kaw
talawpaw

palaw

1lsphaw
ci:caw
caw

law

before
get better
afraid of

stretch

axe

out, ocutside

rinse out the
mouth

I (intimate)

to dream, & dream
roll along the
ground

pumpkin

return (home)
come

barn for storing
raddy

to rest

stove

scaly

red

hot

temaw

sadaw

kojuj

P

s amaj

kasaj
caj
?a:saf

palaj

plaj

-aw

~-isw

-

- 85

114/

rock, stone

the shade

crocodile

crossed {eyes)

a bat

take a bath

shadow

last night

you (intimate)
dislike
playing cards
month

heart



klaj
tobaj
sopaj
tapaj
sai
thaj
kanaj
katad
kathaj
paj
cenaj

kad=zi

penis
vesterday
blown

wooden mortar
weanr

farm

rats

to serape, knot
banyan tree
louse

psur of cock
who

I (potite)
stir

to play with

a day

a piece of cloth

evil

plug a hole
new

block the flow
of water
rattan
question final

particle

115/

-aj
ka:taj scissors
Tacaj exchange
s@paj point at
-uj
puj wool, kapok fiber
khuj bost
tuj buy
1uj deteriorate
-5
koliawpl o] It doesn’t matter
- e
buws]j seek
X 3 finely, slowly
ﬁf%hmej a section of bamboo
used for sisnalling
1waj to saw
pabum] accuse
muaj stiff and tired
dwe] shallow
-Us]
PoCug] te plow,a nlow
mua’ boxing

phugj chase after



116/

-u2j -2:p
tas] wild kapok (trec) kohe:p centipede
luaj rich
~£:p
CELIEY spoon
tale:p sister cr brother
kudj people
in law
kathuoj cross one's wrists
khe:p strip of {cloth)
behind the back
sSus] help ~um:p
1a%usj tendar, rotten kathu:p to stamp
ko:nthusj pestle
~9'P
13husj loose
s9po:tha:p eaves
pusj herd
kluej a cone -a:p
cuaj Zrasp in the Ssnha:p rice scedings
water sala:p wings
la:p luck
-iip "7 - - S - o i-
kham na:p threaten
ti:p narrowed squinting
sg?a:p yawn
nalf closed eyes
hi:p a trunk ~-u:p
ki:p petal thu:p incense stick
li:p withered ksthu:p fold
tusp drcoping
~e:p
su:p to pumd
?akse:p infected,
Ju:p tc pat
inflamed

se:p drum



117/

-0:p -a:t
lemo:p greedy the:t preach
20:D encircle kehe:t stingy
khe:t boundary
~osp
kope:t close {eyes)
koso:p bag
s@le:t phlegm
ca?o:p amused, well
meg:tamo:p mid wife -€:t
ho:p to pant kote:t right, corvect
to:p answer ket small
et dip or draw water
-1:t
copge:t cool, cold
mi:t vulture
pi:t knife -ust
1s?i:t smooth seju:t feel a tingle, shiver
Sawist wilting Just stretch
thist ~vagina et scare, haunt_
kodi:t flick hu:t to smoke
khi:t draw
-a:t
ceni:t a piece
ka:t become, able
ci:t slice off
st pull up
si:t spider web
seske:t bed bug
li:t pour on
nsn=z:t shake
~e1t bea:t raise or 1lift up
rle:t tall ghost

cade-t piuch



SOma:t

kotha:t

13la:t

la:t

khsha:t

toha:t

koteh s %a:t

smu-t

thu:t

3ku:t

st

hu:t

su:zt

sslu:t

tetu:t

-us*

scratch

draw

burn

scatter
careless
tray of food
wash {face)
Scoop up water
lccust

fishy smell
whisper

sand

... .enter

corpse
pull out {plants)
ants

leprosy

kinky (hair)

wipe

strip off

sting (insect)
slip off, scald

shake, tremble

pho:t
bo:t
tslo:t
po:t
cale:t
tho:t

kawpho:t

?anko: t

co:t

kot

so:t

to:t
so:t

nost

~-0:t

-o3t

lo:hsgmgy:t

kemo:t

kankomo:t

lslo:t

tako:t

co:t

118/

stv

church

piece of fire wood
crouch

fall (face forward)
penalty

corn

dried out

sloping down

burn

blind

¢4}
o

put thing in place

itch

drink

suffering from
injurious food
form intc a lump
weevil

dim

a2 large krown

lizard



5@1i:k

1i:k

seleik

ps?e:k

thu:k

na:k
sela:k

lema:k

tusk

~

-3

dislocaced

albino

separate

help each other
as a group

put out a new
shoot

move, slide

lean

cheap
dump

(maggot) bite

difficult, poor
raffle, lot
sweet meat
consisting of
fermentad

glutinous rice

hide

kasu:k

du:thu:k

bo:k

k®Pmo:k

talo:k

sano: k

kapo:k

co:k

ko:nsoa:k

_ phaklo:k

cp:k

wo:k

~-n1k

~3:k

119/

to shove

Insult

a garne of chance
the hump on back
side of one’'s neck
film or membranc
shell (of crab,
turtle)

hip

last

elbow
empty silk worm
cocoon

a glass

monkey

stingy

(bird) cry
dark

fresh pork fat

bloom, pig



-gr?
kose:

ca:?

kote:?

kote: ?
wEe:

s®Le: ?

pe:?

S‘?r::"’

he:?

-7

to string
an astringent
taste

kick

earth

a ladle

bamboo strip
woven like zfmat
left side

skin

to strip off

a bitter-biting -

taste

raise up

wa:"’

khoo - _

sn 27

t19:7

salo:

to:gma:?

-

~a:?

120/

pick {a thorn in
the foot)

steam fog
showder

a crow

to expel, aject

tongue, iron

young {(man)
blunt

beard, mustarche

irritated
land 2bove water
leveal

rice straw
to pour (liquid)
into container

bark (cf tree)

to ook



121/

aa.? -o:h
sa:? cast-off skin po-‘h sweep (hcuose)
tona:? an car of rice lo:h to tear down
18%a:? muddy : plo:h release
co:co:h gropa
-i:h
tho:h top of tree
tadi:h in the middle
t®no:h mouth
-u:h peno:h broom
pathu:h tc touch
-o:h
~a:h mno:h recover
sska:h to bump against lo:h mistake
?a:h wound kato:h strike with
ba:h en exclaimation the knuckles

used when one

-Q:h
feels annoyed
ma:h mosquitoes
thdha:h - © Tyl (from eating) - T -
ta:h to trip (someone) -i:m
ksta:h shake one's hand si:m taste
lsna:h a harrow pi:m muscle
la:h throw away letim strugzle, fizht
over
-u:h
Plu:h swollen -e:m
kothu:h trip over ce:m bird
klu:h to bark

?u:h fire



-€:m
kgplE;m
tTe:m

cecm

pake:m

~U«m

Jur:im

kota:m
npa:m

~hasm

~u:im
phu:m
Su:Im

tTuim

~o:m
tamo:m
pho'm
klo:m

kho:m

mzcches

damb {(with paint)
feed (baby)
delicious, tasty

hold in the teeth

korrow

smile broadly

original

crab
cry

blood

sweet smelling
shrimp

bundle

turtle
sprout
urinate

dishes, plates

cushmo:m
poaha:m
1o:m

nis?mo:m

Sgne:n
te:n
saqe:n

pekhe:n

ce::n

-£:n

kang:n

Mg :n
lome tn

to:the:n

consent, agree

monk

liver

one who has recently

left the priesthood

repair

aim at
step on
lock into
tc hana to

with both hands

little boys or
zirls

yes, that's right

a2 representative



puin
bu:n

du:n

sSo:n

csla:n

lu:pma:n

samla:n
teta:n

la:n

2 Fun
able, get

take (someone)
to o

a length of
cloth

fry

to swallow

-2:n
hover, invite

prosper

~a:n
pass by
birthmark

N&;Evé‘ )

brave
saddle, read
an image of the
house hold god
put up in a toy
house
skiliful
crawl
a flat land for

gathering paddy

phlu:n
phu:n

topu:n

magmu:n
Juin

hu:n

-0:n
no’pho:n
tslo:n

kapho:n

.co:n

kalc:n

-3:n

mMo:

o3

pla:n

no:n

123/

seek,; follow afror

long {(time;

£

sece {someone) cff,

aden

9

&

u

slive

bottom, anus
stormach

thief

turn inside out
bend down over

to win

leaves of which
are uvged to feed
the silk worm
run

back of one’s head



la:nlicn

kx1i:?

i
®
23.

- ~emEIT)-

nephew or niece
zive, let
child

castrate

a log

old {(mature)
pour (liquid)
gasoline

sound, noise

i
ot

zood

owner

worm oneself at
a fire
the Java plum

or jambalan

flour, face powder

a cricket
teeth
vassal

descend

Sg:n
2pe?so.
S°pE ‘89d.:Q

sa?s:in

satan

k®na:n

fix up
a rack where silk

worm trays are kept

breod
shoeas

a mortar

monay
either parcnt's
younger sister

to spread cut

hat k

barn {for rice)



~Uuiyg

saturn

t
ford
<3

.
.

-Q:%
kepo:plo:n

thO:Q

-0:n

hire
deserted
carry by two

persons

to transplant

coconut

a balloon

male (two legged

animal)
insane, mad
blistered .

back side, back

kneel

strain

large water jar
a coffin

sponce gourd
irritate

claws of crab

you (polite)

Phoin
1a?5:p
pslajlo'p
lo:g
khajlo:p
kho:n

tho:n

Satoip
Plo:p
lo:ntho'n
Co:n

seko:n

125/

measure out

dust, dirt particls
fruit

woods

trees

things

poke with clbow
preserved

feces, grain
banana leaf

roon

weave
carry on one end
of a shculder pole

flatter

carpenter bee

an exclaimation used
when one come agcrnss

something



-Eiw -9:3
ne:y WAy, manner la°] beyond, past
bi??g:w a belt ka1 ] raise one’s head
the:w a row, section {on a pillow)
Sew swoop down kheno:j pillow
lew already khs 1 have ever done
khutke:w bride-groom, somthing
best man Sema ¢ j highly-polished
shining
—azw
pha?s:j startle {animal)
ca:w pulp or pith
found in fruit -3:]
la:w wash wa:j to chop grass
wa:iw kite mena:j a word
pisca:j a kind of flower
~e:j
. satj shine. a2 term of
ne:] a neeadle
addressing for
L & older sibling
i Sy roll up (cigarette) ko sa:] cinger
phr:j werm, cAarterpillar pa:j sign, poster
kaju:j a bat honha:j be bothered by
tha:j drain off
-3:3
la: fierce
sala:] water leech
kska:d scratch
cads:] stand on one's
toka:] to crow
toes
na:j move
1shg ] steam

Se :msa:] relatives



Ly

-a:4 -c 3
kla:j mattress s0:3 lackey
pipwa:i spider ca:pin:j marry
lowa:] self-confidence, tako:j knees
morale to:] kettle
sana:j far lo:3 singe
p8lajto:] bottle gourd
~u:j
no:jnos; honey-comb
phanu:j sweat
klo:j at the back
tapu:i reof
bu:j drunk -0:]
thu:j hold or carry so0:j tail
on the head thotJ drop off
kasu:j shuttle of loom toko:] horns
ju:j set up klo:3 tusk (of :lephant)
nit pu:] blanket kato:] rub or crush with
the hand or foot
S _=os3
T sa:jsori - necklace
k®bec: ] lime
+9:3 ccllide
tholo:j tape worm
ca?a:j choke on food water
phiado-j tray of food
2517 console
kemo:j woman
io:7 awim
do:j rice
ho:j flow
koto:] ears
toto:] struggle
tho:j mzn, male
mato:] star
no:j hammock

pejo:j to swing



kesi: lazy

lowi: round (as a ball)
sami: to steam

mpmni- either parents:®

younger brother

1i: untie

ti: hand
p®phe:ni; custom
putki: a kind of

Chinese basket

hanmi: wealthy

dehsomi: steam pot

thi: frequency

21: ache

pi: oboe

sswi:  aizzy

si: paint

ci: g0

lomi: finely

ogthi: spinach

si?si: moan

ksli: prostitute
-e:

the: question final

particle

sene:
noine:
13me:

tegeﬁ

-g3
ng:
the:
me:
pe:
pi:tthe:

phe€:

&

ceg:s

nit ssce:

ke

hEe:

lote:

128/

magical charm
Tamerind

cloud

this, here
rice-~Ffield
mothar

flat

razor blade
collect (thing)
for charity

scales (of fish}



—E
tse fron
Towe: lemcn grass
kokle- nibbles

W
ST s barc, empty
dur- naughty
sanm; wake up
b1%; flama up
“abw: late afternoon
pakm®: a ring
cur: roemember
phaiw: a rush

-5t
de: a partizle indicating
T _~ong‘lé>gblng~tc_

do somethirnc
83, equal
plat use, send someonc
+o do somethin~

me *th9; talk in one's sleep
oo an mderjround

lottery

s3la:
amsena:
cola:

xela:

s8i3;
kKo nre-

phahma;

la:
kho: nca:

du:nmana:

~da.

129/

thorn

languacge

sweet bhasil

dishes of Food

how long, when



thu:

laju:

tunhu:

Soou:

-

S MU

a xind of cylindrical
fish trap made

of bamboo strips

a plot of 1and

push

to tend (animals

as they feed in

the field)

fortune teller

roasted rice
group, crowd
fight

hill

the lap

nail

cabinet

drag, pull
howl
{Buddhist) nevice
drooping
earrings

soap

dim (of light
at dawn)

to watch

-0

blon lawtho:

WO

calo

no?no:
?ano
dumls:

e

130/

fox
g
=]
¢
=]
[
£u
o]
)
[
5]
<

to emergc

large, kir

the pipal tree

a kind of tre=e

a food carrvier

tomoryrcw

ear

‘<

a rattan ball



131/

-0r ~ig
Tt to trap si® slow  look
Saty: reach for camisg blurrad

pi® flower

-a:

big two
thomtha: clump

ko:nlia pestle
pla: head

g2:jkkis caves
mdna: what

do’dis eaves
tha: paddy

ksdis wife
ais?p1a: heney

wis avoid

~ia
i

si®7hi high pitch (voice)

thure times
kzji= to call

N bait
phiis cotton

lsue 23sy
kanios a rabbit

ks each other
sssis to scratch (cocks)

T e e —— . . ke phma husk {of banana
sslis a bunch ¢r cluster T T

trea)

thslia kreak

bakkrs ebony
na?tis as usual

kho ?khrs centipede
tis to be old (of things)

burs Lored
la-khis price

. swa believe

thawid door, gate
this ask for s )
do'kdis chrysalis +tsnus the end of knifa
jis lick cha2lu® a 1little way Into

solis active {speaking) the ferest
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INSTITUTE OF LANGUAGE
AND CULTU
FOR RURAL DEVELOPMENTIJBRARYBE

father

lctus

stay, live
pebbles, gravel

a scincoid lizard

a ticket

132/




