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Abstract

This thesis is a syntactic description which describes the
general grammatical characteristics of llmong ¥ jua, which is in the
iao-fao family, on word, phrase, clause and sentence level. The
description focuses not only the structure but also the semantics.

The data was collected during field work in Ban Khek Noi, Lomsak
District, Thetchabun Province from lovember 3, 1983 to llarch 10, 1984.

In chapter 1, some general information about the Hmonz ¥jua

people and their language is given. In chapter 2,3,4 and 5 respectively

the clause, phrase, word, and sentence are discussed in terms of their

typés;, siructures and funciions.
further study on paragraph,discourse and final particles is

sugrested. Aad more study of the Hmony Iijua phonolosy should be done.
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CHAPTER T

1« Introduction

1.7 Objective of the thesis

The objective of this thesis is to present general grammatical
characteristics of the Hmong Njua language on the wdrd, phrase, clause
and centence levels. A-~cording to the title of the thesis, this
gramm2tical description merely gives general characteristics, but there

certainly is sufficient detail on 2 number of important points.

Te2 The descriovtive avproach

The approach used in this thesis is a tagmemic model of which each

unit of the grammatical level will be described in terms of its function,

itS distinctive marks its atructure, and its ClaSSes ‘ty‘oes and
Y k] iy
————— _

tr-nsforms. For convenience we start with the clause rank and work down

to the morpheme, and then tnke the sentence rank.

1% The data

This study is based on the speech of the Hmong !jua people in Ban
whex "oil, Loms-'t District, Phetchabun Province. I had three main language
helnwers. The first one was iss Tuwadi Zongsawatwong; the Hmong Njua

ion in Lomkao District, .

et

ngua~e announcer at the bro-deastin

[0}
0]

ta

-

- T »

netchobun Province. Ter family is in Ban Khek lloi. The second and the
tiird; Tong Sze Ti 7nd Vo “nlcarocenchaikun, =re secondary school students
in Lonsak. All of then spek the “ronrs ljus language at home, but they

.

o n geesk Thoi, too.

th

d , 1983 to March 10

, 1984

The dota was collected from November Br
The data were checked with 'r.Surasak(lleng) Sakcaroenchaikun; a Hmong
Zjusr tercher at Ban Khek Woi school, and withlsome of the people in the
villoge.

3an Khek Noi is a very big village which is located on a hill 45

kilometres from Lomsak District. The population of the village is 5,167.



The peovle in this village may be divided into two main groups; the
thite Hmong(“imong DJaw) and the Green "Ymong(Hmong Njua). Most of the
people nre the White Hmong. Children converse in Hnong both among
themselves and to -dults on every occasion, no matter whether there is
any strenger present or not. Before entering school children caanot
converse in Thai, but after one or more years in school they can speak
Thaili a little. The tescher of the first year class are Hmong who can
speak both Thai and Hrong. Some of the old people in this village can
speak Central Thai, if they have had contact with those people for a
long time.

The data consists of about 3,500 words for the analysis which was
collected by myself and from the English-MNeo Dictionary of Thomas Amis

Lymon. In addition, phrases and sentences were elicited and a few stories

|

were racorded on tape. Thuose stories were mostly told by the members in

“

the lanruare *elvers! frmilies.

It is noted here th;t: firszt, 2all of my lancuage helpers are rather
youns and they c-n gnenit both "mong ~nd Thai. They do not know some old
words;for examnle, for 'te-:cher! s fﬁ, they use ggi(from Thal xhru
'temcher'). Seccond, the "mong Tjur loncunce spoken in this village
r~y-ave assiilated to the Vhite “mong Ionguagellimong Daw, Hronmg: Xlaw), -
hecause more than nslf of the neo-~le in this village sveak the White
.morg language. idaen the Tnons .ljua veonle communicate with the White
mong they usuzlly use the White I'mong lancuage. However, the '/hite
imong neople in this vill e r.rely use the Hmong Njua langunge. Last,
olzen lenguoge not the written one, and the data

5

tae dnota here is th

(¢}

'3

w1s collected only in Ban %hek MNoi, Lomsak District, Phetchabun Province.

¥

1.4 Identification

Hmong Wjua is a language of mainland Southeast Asia, also known

y -
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gyrriously a< Yeo, ‘iao, Green “iao, or 3Blue feo(Lyman 1970:1). Among the
ong veople they call themselves and their language'tong Njua' or 'Mong

Teng'. The Thai neople usually call this languzge 'Meo'.

1.5 Location

Todey the lmong live in China, Vietnam, Laos, and Thailand. In China,
the Hmong people are found in the provinces of Kweichow, Hunan, Yunnan,
Kwangsi, Szechwan, Kwangstung, and Hupeh. Their number is estimated at
more than 2,600,000.(Purnell 1672:1). In the northern part of Vietnam
there are about 500,000 and in Laos the population is about 60,000(Lyman
1970:1) .

In Thailand, the Hmong live on the hills in many provinces in the

northern area. The population statistics below are both Hmong Njua and

“mong Daw. Thiz is from the revort of the Department of Public Welfare,

o
N

U"inistry of Interior, 1%

Province Population
Phetchabun .8,438
lNian 9,596
‘Chiengroi “G,007
Chiengrai 8,614
Phayao 3,285
Maehongzgson 1,836
Larpang 664
Phrae 1,035
Tak 8,007
Phitsanulok 2,676
Sukhothai 909

Kamphaengphet 2,579



Province Population
Loei Q05
TOtal 5?,261

1.6 History

The earliest recorded homeland of the Hmong was in China. The Chinese
Classic of History(Nusit Chindasri 1976:1) records that the Hmong were
banished from the central Yangtze plain by Yi the Gresat{2205-2198 BC) to
northwestern Kansu. However, about three thousand yesrs aftser that there
is not any information about them because the Chiress reccrds usually use
the single term'man' meaning 'barbarians', 'Nan-Man' meaning 'southern
barbarians', for all the non~Han Chinese groups in the region. They had
often fought against the Chinese for a long time and finally théy were
defeated. Then they moved southward.

Today there are the nreatest number of Hmong in Kweichow(Purnell
1972:1) but they also live in the provinces of Hunan, Yunan, Kwangsi,
Szechwan, Kwangtunsg, and Hupeh.

Some grouvs of Imong began toc migrate from China through Vietnam in
the -18 century. Then some.of them migrated into the mountainous area
of Laos in about 1850(LeBar .and Suddard 1967). And then .they moved. from _
Laos to Thailand.

The Hmong migrated from Laos to the northern areas of Tnailand
during the World War II. They moved through Man, Chiengrai and Loei
provinces.Then they moved separately to the mountainous areas of many
wrovinces in the north.

Writers have called these peovle by different names such as Meau,
‘"iao, Meo, Mong or Hrong. Some writers have distinguished the various

grouns by the colour of their clothing. Lo Jao-Tien(Geddes 1976) have



stated that there were five najor grouns: the Pai(VWhite), the ﬁua
(Flowery), the Ch'ing(-lue), the Hei(Black), and the Hung(Red). However,
other characteristics vere also used to distinguish the Hmong such as
georraphical location, tovporcrspny, items in use for decoration and
exchange, h~bits or physicnl attributes. These can make up a weirdly
exotic list’Geddes 1976): the Vestern iliao, the Eastern !iiao, the Steep
Slope Miao, the Trumpet Miao, the Robe-Wearing lliao, the Pot-Ring Miao,

the Iron-lizking liao, the Dog-Ear iliao, the Magpie Miao,etc. Lyman(1970)

has alsoc referred to them by many characteristics like Geddes above such

as: the Banded-Sleeve ileo, the Striped Meo, the Pumpkin-Hole Meo, the

.

fan-Eating ifeo and so on.

Tn Thailand there are two main branchea of the Hmong(Heimbach 1966):

the Vhite lteo, and tae 3Blue leo or Green Meo. However, Lyman(1970) have
stated that the 3anded-Sleeve ileo is also found in Thailand.

The m nr, who first came to Thailand usually lived on the hills
about rmore than 3,000 feet above the sez level. They usually cultivated
opium an! many of them smoked opiume. However, the Thai government now

helps them to zrow other kinds of plants. Some of them grow rice and

corn, but their cropns have to grow in new upland. This makes the Ilmong
search for new unlunds every year. They cut down the trees and burn them
to vrepare the land for znother cron. Thais means that Thailsnd has to

lose green forest every year.

1.7 Culture and religion

2elision dmong religion basically is ancestor worship combined with
sunernatural beliefs. They nhave no pagodas or bonzes. The spirits of
ancestors, the sky, the wind and forest are all given due respect in the
Hriong household. The dead are buried, and animal sacrifices are made to

influence the spirits at birth, marriages, and deaths. The ¥mong do



speir worsnip seriously.

Jowadzyas a few of tn=s Imong people believe in Buddhism because
tney usuzxlly contoct with the Thai. Some of the Huong are Christians
and they have their own churcies in the villsges on the hills.

Culture The !Imoar re hill-tribe veople. They usu;lly work all
ye~r long without contict with other tribes. Every year they have their
napoy ceretony of New Year's Day (10 shd oé tyau). They celabrate their
new year for nine d:ys(~round December). During this time nobody works,
but they can rest, eat, drink, and gamble. They dress in beautiful clothing

for which they svent a whole year to prepare. During these nine days

the boys and the girls have opportunities to meet each other at the place
that they play A game they like. This game is played by throwing a small
cloth-ball to each other. .Jnile they are vlaying they can talk and flirt
with each other. Then tley may choose one that they like to marry. Young
rmembers of the monpg haove complete sexual freedom.

The statuc of the vonen in this tribe is not equal to the men. Women
and children till the fields and search for food in the jungle while the
men can usually be found in treir home and some of them smoke opium, The
nen can have the right fo heve twe or.more wives_but. the women_ camnot ___
have two husbands.

3ince some of thern u.ve been educated and contacted with the Thai

neople, they tend to change their culture esvecially costumes and sexual

frecdon.

1. Linguistic affiliation

Yany scholars classified the Hmong language differently. Some of
them formerly classified this language in the Mon-Khmer family(Encyclo-
vedia 2ritannica,1965). More have classified it in the Miso-Yao family of

the Sino-Tibetan phylum(Purnell 1972 and Voegeling& Voegelin, and LeBar)
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On the other hand, the Hmong len-u <e 15 aissimilar to the languzge

Mo

in the Sino-Tibetnn frmily. Meillet ond Cohen{1952) stated that the Hrong

jenguage is not like Chinese and the vocabulary is similar to the Tibeto-
- ”/‘_‘xvv

gurmane. It closer to Burmese than it is to Tibetan.

-

tany writers said that the irong is aot in the "on-XKhrmer Fim-ly.

-

Benatzik(1970) stated thateeeces
"The classification made by Yajor Navies and, »nrobably following him,
Lewis, according to which the i"eau lzngunge is classified with the
Mon-Khmer languages is undoubtedly in errer....”
".eesSavina emphasizes its dissimilarity in relction to the languages

of the Lolo, Chinese ...ccces'!

Benedict(1972) does not classify the 'mong languace in the Sino-
Tibetan phylum. But linguists generally asree now that it belong to a
Miao-Yao family(Purnell,1970)

The Hmong language in Thailand has tuo main dialects; the Hmong Hjua

(Green Hmong or Blue Hmong) and the llmong Daw or "mong Klau(l/hite Hrmong).

The two dialects are guite similar in both vphonolopy and mranm 2r.

1.9 Transcription

The Hmong Njua does not have a traditional writing system, but there

have been writing systems developed recently. There has been no published

phonetic description of Hmong Njua, so for my transcription I have

followed the system used in Lyman 1970, as presented below.

(1) Consonant and consonant clusters:

Hrnong Il1jus Exanmple

Symbols
rd
/zero/ u 'far, long'
c ce Thouse!

A . .
ch chua 'medicine!



SV' gbOlS

@)
3

car

ct
4]

ct

hl
hs

hy

s

mbl

mphl

ntsh
nd
nth
nz
ny
nch

ndy

crang Tt-ble!

chire Tsuazo!

ts{ "fruit!?

tshd 'sneeze'

it 'tea not!

na 'tell!

hli t~oon'

hsao '‘don't!

hydng 'barboo!

o tmeriket!

kit "minger!

K1X 'spoon'

chln 'run'!

14 Tred!

n3o 'cooked rice’
Thua "uig!

rnbléng "leaf!

aghio - - -—-Jrather--old! — —- -
mphlii 'finger ring!
nua 'this!

ntshni 'elephant!
ndu tawy!

nthiz 'unwrao'

nzai 'fon!

nya 'money, cilver!
nchai "2fraoad!

ndyé '1ushroom’



zh

Examnl

e

nkhau

'green, blue, azure'

'to snoke of fire!

"azy(

of woman)'

'grass’

'goose!

'voat!

'worn

‘neot!

‘crook

-no example-

5 4
ngne

nau

out'

ed!

'thirst!

'know'!

'vad!

four!

fcheek!

'old?

thole!

'tall,

‘real!

|beml

tthread*t — o

heart!

'ginbon'

'pridge!

'because!

'yes,

'good!

be!
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(2) Vowels and vowel clusters

Symbols dmong ..jva Exzmple
A
a na tevery'
ai kini 'sheet!
ang ﬁng Tsoil!
ao néo 'eat!
au ndau thit!
aw klaw twnite!
e zhe ‘near'
eng téng *drop!
i i 'one'!
* -~
i si 'only!
g ~
ong pons 'fall!
u ku 'hot!
A
ua riuan thave!
w 1233 tsleep!
(3) Tones
Diacritics Pitch Descripntive Hame Hmong Njua Examole
. . . - T
/ 7/ 55 52 high or high falling tau *pumpkin!
/ Y/ 25 high rising tau 'to dam up water
/ / 33 middle level tau 'to get, to be
able!
/> / 22 low level tau Taxe!
/™ / 51 full falling thu 'a type of high
wide-bladed

grass'

* The symbol i when occuring after the consonant ¢, j, r, s, and =z

is pronounced [%] .



Siacrities
_—,’————_

/"

Pitch Descrivntive llare
11+h low breatn

31+‘l’1

274142 falling-rising
2747

glottalized

11

Zmong djua Exarmple

tau

tdu

'tec follow!

'vean'
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a
°J

J
!
J
—{
=

e
L]
(@]
}_.l
3
jo
6]
(07

“louses are constructions of varases. Clauses normally function as
elements in a sentence(Sec.5.7.7, 5.5), but may also be embedded in a
=
. M3
noun phrase(Sec.3.7 .

lauces are described in terms of nuclenr and perivheral slots. The

structure of 2 clause may be diagrammed very generally as:

N T
Cl. z+Time Set):tiﬂe phrase (+3:np +P:vp #O0:np +I0:np) (+Loc.Sety:loc.
N o~ 4”_\ )

phrase fﬁan.:ﬁdv.p%rﬁse/jFinal Parti:f.p.

. N

—

That is, the nucleus remerally follow an S§-P-0-IC order, and the
peripheral element; nrecede or follow the nucleus. The nucleus comprises
an optional Subject slot filled by a nominal phrase(Sec.3.1), an obligatory
Predicate slot filled by a verb phrase(3ec.3.2), an optional Object slot
filled by a nominal phras=(Sec.3.7), and an optional Indirect Object
slot filled by ~ nominnl phracse(Sec.?.1). The peripheral elements are
an optional Time Setting slot filled by a time phrase(Sec.3.7), an
optional Location 3etting slot filled by a locative .phrase(Sec.3.8), an

optionallianner slot filled by an adverb phrase(Sec.3.6), and an optional

Final Particle slot filled by 2 final particle(Sec. 4.15). The peripheral
elements add more det-ils to the clause nucleus. The Time Setting slot
indicates either the time at which the action takes place or the duration
0f the action. The LOcatiocn Setting slot includes such notion as source,
destin~tion, direction,etc. There will seldom be more than one of these
notions in a single slot. The Manner slot describes the manner of the
verformed action. The Fin=l Particle slot indicates politeness or

comn~nd of the spesker.



13

2.7 Nucleus(3asic clause tyves)

The basic clause functions »nrimzarily in the nucleus and periphery
of declarative sentences, thourh it may also function in the perivhery
of imperative or interrogative sentences, or in the of social sentences
or may be embedded at other levels.

Clause types are usually defined by their nucleus, and so a formula
for a cluase type is usually a formula for the nucleus. 3asic cluase
types may be divided into the following: descriptive, intransitive,
transitive, bitransitive, locative, motion, quotative, equational,
existence, and comparative. These differ from each other in the verbd
clésses which they take, in some of their nuclear slots, in some of

their peripheral optionnls, and in their trensform-tion potential.

2.1.7 Descriptive Clause

A simple descriptive clause has the following nucleer form:

A leitt N R CU R
S X rah "/\\c\ A
. s, . v
Cl. =+3:n +P:vo T
des. - P “des. oo

That is, an optional Subject slot filled by a noainul phrase(Sec.3.1

‘

and an obligatory Predicate slot filled by a descriptive verb phrase
(Sec1512,-4-16.1)..Observed,pe:iphgral‘elgmenﬁg are Time Setting and
sometimes Location Setting.
The semantic roles of the Subject is actor, of the Predicate is
complement of the actor.
. K1E ot KA
water deep very
'The water is very deepe.!
2. 1w nzau nzau

he thin thin

'He is quite thin.'



5. Ccrang ndaw nj
clas. knife that 5a2Tp
'That knife 1is sharp.!
L, 1w ce nua qu Ay
clas, house this old alrescdy
'This house is old.'
S5e 14 ndu nao péng zhong ngﬁu
clas. winter flower beautiful

cra

T4

4 -
>'d Fa (.
RURI
r) -~
pe crong
on mountain

'"The flowers are beautiful on the mountain in winter.!

2el1e2 Intransitive Clause

A simple intransitive clause hes the following nuclear fornm:

Cl =+S:np

"intran.

+P:vp.
intran.

That is, an optional Subject slot filled by =

nominal phrase(Sec.3.71,

and an oblipatory Predicnte slot filled by an intransitive verb phrase

(Sece3.2, 4.10.2). Manner Location and Time Setting are periphery

The intransitive cliuse formula looks the same as descriptive

clause, but they are different because descriptive clause cannot be

“imperative. - - - - .. -

The semantic rol
LA€ semantic I

»
-

v
Te ku pw

I sleep

one

> of the Subject is actor, of the Predicate is zctio

-~
i

léng

person

'] sleep alone.!

N/
}’ (> et B
B,

2. nw kua
he cry
‘He cries.’
3. ku mbéng ke muz
I go for a stroll quite

'TI go for a stroll quite slowly.)

nii

Lo

O
\’V) .

slow




4, unenzg khla shai
horse run Last

'Horses run the fastest.'

5. nang mao kle qua
yesterday dog bark

chang plaw

. v
njrao

loud

the most

The dog barked very loudly yesterday.

6. pua khla pe crong

they run on

"They run on the mountain.’

2.1.3 Transitive Clause

mountain

kaw

very

le

f.pr.

A simple: transitive clause has the followiny nuclear form:

Cltran. = +8:np +P:thran. +0:np

That is, an optional Subject slot filled by a nominal phrase

3ec.3.1), an obligatory Predicate slot filled by a transitive verb

irase(Sec.3.2, 4.10.3), an optional Object slot filled by a nominal

1rase(Sec.3.1)s Time Setting, Location Setting and Menner are fairly

>mmon periphery.

The gemantic role of the Subject is actor, of the Predicate

3 action, of the object 1s undergoer.
1. puaa tua mbua
they kill pig
"They kill a pig.’

.
2. aw ndong Xau mao
he wear hat

'He wears a red hat.'



1

e

3. pun DU i tu ntshi
they see one clas. elephont
'They see an elevhant.’'
» - v v v
L, pua tang ku nya nio ma0

a minute ago I just eat rice

'T have Jjust eaten rice =z minute ago.'

2.1.4 Bitransitive Clause

A simple bitransitive clause has the following nuclear form:

cl =+S:np +P:vp +0:np +(~Psv: crua +I0:np/cl.)

“bitran pitran.
That is, an optional Subject slot filled by a nominal phrase(Sec.
3.1), an obligatory Tredicate slot filled by a bitransitive verb phrase
(Ssec.3.2, 4.10.4), an optional Ovject slot filled by @ norinal phrase
(Sec.3.1), an obligatory Postverb slot filled by crua'give, for,to',tsd
'reach,to', and an optional Indirect Object slot filled by a norminal
phrase "or a clause. Peripheral elements consist of Time 2nd Location
Setting.
It noted that the Indirect Object slot may be deleted if it has been

stated in the preceded clause or it is linown from the context.

The semantic role of the Subject is actor, of the Predicate ié actior
of the Object is undergoer, of the Indirect Object is recipient.
1. ku mua nyé crua mi nyﬁa yau
I get money give children young
'] give money to the little children.’
2. nang mao ku tsi nia nya crua ku

yYesterday 1 father get money give I

'My father gave money to me yesterday.!
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3. 1lu hli tao nde pua sanz ndaw crua ku
clas. ronth before they gsend letter to I
'They sent a letter to me last nonth.!

4, pi xi na yua  yua tsi ndong crua ¥u
tomorrow 1iother will Dbuy fruit to T
'My mother will buy fruit for me ‘somorrow.!

5. tong thao kua nw na yua chao  crua
Tong, beg glve she mother dbuy shirt to
'Tong begsed her mother to buy a shirt for her.!

6. nw na 1t njua crua i nyda yau nonz
he tell tale to child young listen
'He tells a tale to the children,!

2.1.5 Locative Clauce

A simple locative clouse

np

1loc. bl

That

has

the following nuclear form:

+P:vp +Loc:loc.phrase/den.

iz, an optional Subject slot filled by a nominal

phrase(Sec.3,1), an obligatory Predicate slot £illed by a locative

Verb phrase(Sec.3 2 4 10 5), an Obll’atO“j Locative slot filled by

a locative phrase(Sec.B.B) or a demonstrative.

The semantic ole of the Subject 1s actor, of the Predicate

is action, of the Location is the location of the action.

1. ku nyao khe ni
I live Khek Noi
*T live in Khek Noi.?

2e pﬁa nyéo hu ce
they be in house

'They are in the house.'
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- - y v la
4. pua nyae zhe qhao coon;
they be near Joor

'“he, are(sit) near the door.’

2.1.6 liotion Clause

A simple notion clause has the followin: nuclear {crm:
Cl.pot. =tS:nr +I:vppgoy, +Direction Verd: {méng} +..c8v:loc.phrase/ den.

fhat is, an optional Subject slot filled by a nominal phrase(Sec.3.1),

an obligatory EFredicate slos rilled by a motioun vorbd sarace(lec.?.”, 4.10.6)
an optinnal Uir:ction Terh sl>yt £91led by monz'so', li'cooe', tla'coue',
an optional Destination slot filled by a locative phrase(Sec.3.8) or a
demonstrative (Sec.4.3). Perpheral elements consist of .'ime Settins and
ilanner.

It is noted that the same direction verbd cannot occur in both
Predicate slot and in the Direction Verb slot in the same clause.

_Tne semantic role of the Subject is actor, of the Predicate is action,

of the Direction Verb is direction of the action, of the IJeztination is

-

destination of the action.
1. aw mon.* tao ka
he e at market
*He goes to the market.'
2. pﬁa tua ndaw ku cé

they come at I house

'They come to my house.'
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3., nw crao qang mong ce

he return go house

'He goes back home.’

A. Dpla kbla 1a ndav nua
they run come at this

'"They run down here.'

The normal order of the motion clause is shown above. In
addition, motion may take the following form:

+5:np +P:vpmot +Dest:loc.phrase +Direction verb:{tﬁa}

That is, an optional Subject slot filled by a nominal phrase,
an oblizatory Predicate slot filled by a motion verb phrase, an
obligatory Destination slot filled by a locative phrase, and an optional
Direction verb slot filled by gﬁg 'come', mon~ 'go', 1u 'come'.

5. nw tla hao tw tua
he come where come

'"Where does he come from?!

°

6. Xu nong tao te lu

I 50 at field come

*T come back from the field.,!

HMotion clause may have a clause inserted in it. The inserted
clause must have the same subject as the motion clause, and the subject
in the ingerted clause is deleted, for example:

v + o s A

7. ku na nong mua chao tua

I mother 50 get shirt come

'My mother is returning from zetting the shirt.!



quot.

8, nw yua nonz tsa ndongz pe crong

he will oo cut tree to/on  mountain

'He will zo to cut trees on the mountain.!

2.1.7 Quotative Clause
A simple quotative clause has the following nuclear formn:

=+3:np +P:quuot. +0:np +IK: +ha +ta  +Quot:cl

That is, an optional Subject slot filled by a nominal phrase

20

{(Sec.3.1), an obligatory Predicate slot filled by a quotative wcrb phrcse

(Sec. 3.2, 4.10.7), an optional objcct slot filled by a norninal phrase,

an oblisatory Quotative marker slot filled by ha ta or o, an oblizator;
J el AT AL ] e J

Quotative slot £illed by a clauce.

The semantic role of the Subject is speaker, of the Predicate

is action, of the Object is hearer, of the Quotative is the content of

the

information.
1. ku tu ntshai nong ta kao chai lao
I clas., daughter ask Ik you hungry or
ci tau

not completed

"My daushter asked whether you are hungry.'

v

s ~ ~ A 90 v ~ 2 v
2« ku pau ha ta leng tw yua crang cra nua

I know Ik who buy clas. knife this

*T know who bought this knife,'



21
3. ku na sang ta u yua mong ha.
I mother think that I will zo too
'Ify mother thought that I would go too.!
4. nw ha  ku ta  yua taa  pi ki

he tell I that will come tornorrow

'He tells me that he will come tonor.ow,'

2.1.8 BEquational Clause

A simple equational clause has the followin; nuclear form:

Cl'equat. = +I1:np1 +P:Vpequat. +12:np2 / cl.

That is, an obligatory Item, glot filled by a nominal phrase(Sec.3.1),
an obligatory Predicate slot filled by an eguational verb phrase(Sec.3.2,
4.10.8), an obligatory Item2 slot f£illed by a nominal phrase or a clause.

The semantic role of Item1 is actor, of the Predicate 1is state, of

the Item2 is complement.

1. nw ua tua néng zhong
he be person zood

'He is a good person.’

2. neng sang ua ghu
Neng want be teacher
'Neng wants to be a teacher,!

3. ku tsi yéo thai klang
I father be policeman
'My father is a policeman.’

4. pua ua tla neng ci mia mbaw
they Dbe person not have friend

'‘They are persons who have no friends,'



2.1.9 Existence Clause

A simple existence clause has the following nuclear form:

}l’exist.= +P:vp exist.+sznp +Loc:loc.phrase

That is, an obligatory Predicete slot filled by an existence verd

nua) phrase(Sec.3.2, 4.10.9), an obligatory Subject slot filled by a

ominal phrase(Sec.3.1), and an optional Location slot filled by a locative

arase{Sec.3.8). The only perijheral slot is a Time Setting.

The semantic role of the Predicate is state, of the Subject is actor,

® the Location is the l-cztion of the actor.

1.

3.

1.

3.

thau 1w ma do tu EE ]
time long have two clas. brothers
'A long time ago there wiere two brothers.’
mua hlua njrau ndau léng

have nen many rerson

'There are many men.'
I A - . ° 4 v
nu mao mua tua neng ndau kaw le tao ce

yesterday have person many very f.p. "at house

'There were many people at home yesterday.!

2.1 10 Comparative Clause

There are three kinds of comparative clauses,

Comparison of equality

2. Conmparative degree

Superlative degree
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2.7.79.1 Comparison of ecaualit;

J

Simnle conmparison of eguality has the follouin, forms:
Ew 1 T

Cl =+3,:np +P:vp, +TK:{le} +3. nn
““compare1 177 “des. 2 s
i =+5,.:np +P:{zhon* le +5_:n»
compare?2 177 < } 2
Cl L =+3_.:nvo +P: vp +O:inp +lan:adv +hK:{mb§u le} +35.:1np
compare> 1 - = 2°7F

1« That is, an obligatory Subject1 slot filled by a nominal phrase
(Sec.3+1), an obligatory Predicate slot filled by a descriptive verb
phrase(Sec.3.2, 4.70.7), an obligatory Equal marker slot filled by le,

1ua ngau le,mbéu le, and an obligntory Subject, slot filled by a nominal

2

phrase.
2. An obligatory Subjec’c,l slot filled by a nominal phrase(Sec.3.1),
an obligatory Predicate slot filled by zhonr le'same', thénpg le'equal

7
in size', 1lla i yang le'same in size', and an obligatory Subject2 slot

filled by a2 nominal phrase’Sec..1).

3. An obligatory Subject, slot filled by a nominal plkrase(3ec.3.1),

1
an obligatory Predicate slot filled by many kinds of verb parase(Sec.3.2),
an optional Object slot filled by a nominal phrase, an obligatory

--—Manner- slot filled.-by an adverb(Sec.k.11), an obligataory. Equal marker

slot filled by mbau le'same', and an obligatory Subject, slot filled by

2

a pnominal phrase.
1. ku mi le kao
I small MK you
'T am as small as you.'
2. ku 14 lda ngau le kA0
I big 11K you

'T am as big as you.'
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3. De ce zhong le ne ce
we house s=anle you houce
'Our house is like your nouse.'

' .
4 A ! + +
4. la lua i yang le tyua

o

nonkey same(size) zibhon

'4 monkey is as big as a gibbdbon.'

- b4 * L v 1/\ Iy v -+
5 tu mi nyua mbua ndaw thong le tu mi njua mbua
clas. child pig that equzlisize,; clas. child pig
it
tao
that

'This little vig is as big as that one.’

v A A L A
0e ku mua nya ndzu mbou le kao
I have money rmuch sare Tou

'I have as much roney as you co.'

2¢1.10.2 Conmpar-tive dogree

A simple comvporative degree zs thiz following nuclear forns:

1 =+3_,:nn +2:vo ~‘A:{kLua] +3 .00
comparel 1008 des. 2=
ol =+S_:n0n  +2:V O:np +an:adve +HK:jklua} +S . :n0
... comparel. 2 77 . . ,.P Rt S ST ” S

1e That is, an obligatory L’\,uajectl

]

lot filled by a rominal phrase
(Secs3.1), an obligatory Predicate slot filled by a descrintive verb
phrase(5ece3.2, 4¢10.1), an obligatory Conparative marker slot filled

by klua or khlau, and an oblipgatory Subject

5 slot fillgd.by 4 nominal
phrase.

.2. An gbligatory Subject1 slot filled by a nominal phrase(Sec.3.1),
an obligatory Predicate slot filled by many kinds of verb phrase(Sec.

3.2), an optional Object slot filled by a nominal phrase, an obligatory

Manner slot filled by an adverb(Sec.4.11), an obligatory Comparative

<




marker slot filled by klua o u, ard an obligatory Subject2 slot
filled by a nominazal vphrase. The nominal phrase in the 3ubject, slot
nust be different from the nominal »hruse in the Subject, slot.

N

1. ku nchai khlau ko
I afraid HK you

'T am more afraid than you.!

v A v

2. cu lu klua  mi f;éi 6 4D
tiger Ybig MK cat
'A tiger is bigger than a cat.’
3. pua  khla njaw khlau e
they run fast MK I
'They run faster than I.!
L. nw nyeng ndaw zhong lzlua K
he read b;ok well K I

'He read better than I.'

2.1.10.3 Superlative degree

A simple superlative degree has the following forms:

1T66ﬁ5a5€6n-_=ﬁsﬁ:npm~fR;Vp”dés._ hfﬂﬁl{le%}_.tsaiwiciof':]

Cl =+S,:np +P:vp +0:np +lan:adv. +HK:{klu§} +SZ:{céo...}

“compare? 1°
1. That is, an obligatory Subject1 slot filled by 2 nominal phrase

(Sec.3.1), an obligatory Predicate slot filled by a descrivtive verb

phrase(Sec.3.2, 4.10.1), an obligatory Comparative marker slot filled

by klua or khlau, and an obligatory Subjectz'slot filled by a nominal

phrase which has a classifier that indicates a group or all of one kind

of nouns, such as tshua+noun'every noun'.

000632
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2. An obligatory Subject1 slot filled by o nominal »rnrase, an

obligatory Predicste slot filled by neny kinds of verbd phrase(fec.3.2
an optional Object slot filled by = nomin-l phrase, 21 obligatory !lznner

slot filled by an adverb(Sec.%.71), an obligatory Conparative marker

slot filled by klua or khlau, and an obligatory Jubject, slot filled by

a nominal phrase which has a classifier that indicates a group or all of

one kind of nouns.

v > v A v N
1e cu nyau khlau cao tsa hu shi
tiger fierce HK groun animal all

'Tigers are the fiercest animal.!

2. nw nGua khlau lua té ting ntshoo
he diligent HK others all
'He is the most diligent.'

v

3« ku nao mao ndau klua c30
I eat rice much T groun
'T eat the nost of all.!

A simple superlative degree is shoun above. In addition, superlative

degree may take the following forms:

rr _t". _-..; a T 7
+3:np +P:vp +liK: chang plaw / kav

or
+S:np +P:vop +0:np +Man:adv. -HK: chang plaw / kaw

1. nw- nGia ching plaw
hwe diligent the most
'He is the most diligent man.'
2. ow khla shai chang pléu
he run fast the most

'He runs the fastest,!

2.2 Transitivity modifications



2,2.1 Reflexive
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Clause containing more than one participant slot nay sometimes have

the same person £illing both the Actor slot and the Undergoer or

Beneficiary or some other slot.

There is no marker that shows reflexivity. The same noun phrase is

uged in the other slot. QOnly a pronoun of the noun phrase in the Ffirst

slot is sometimes permitited in the other slot, but this tend to be an

ambiguous clause. It is

v ~ v + v
1. ku yua ku nyeng ndaw
I order I read book
'T order myself to read.!
v * be a
2. ku na chi crue nw
I mother angry for she

'Ly mother is angry with herself.

v

3. <} _yﬁa ghau crua u

I buy shoe for I

'T bought shoes for myself,!

" 2.2.2 Reciprocal =

known from the context which person is referred to.

- Causer, Actor

- Actor, Recipient

- Actor, Beneficiary

Two participants in an action may be doing the action to each other.

Reciprocal is marked by putting shi in front of the verb or preposition.

1. a0 tu ndaw shi nya
two clas. that MK love

'The couple love each other.'

2, na ha tsi yﬁa

t

chao

mother and father buy shirt

*Mother and father buy shirts for

- Actor, Undergoer
shi crua
LK for

each other.' - Actor, Recipient
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N a « " +
yua mong shal neng

0
jny
[y

3. 2o 1 kw ti
two c¢las. brothars I3 invite 0 look movie
'"Myo brothers lnvite each other to go to see the movie.!

- Causer, Actor

2.2.3 Leutralized transitivity
Neutralized transitivity has a2 form that looks like intransitive
but it can be transitive,tco. It is different from deletion because in

neutralized transitivity there 1s nothinz to be gleanded from the context,

the missing elements are irrelevant.

1. tao pla Xu shang shi nao
walt a minute I be... ing eat
'Wait a minute, I am eating.’

2. nao law u yﬁa mong
I eat already T will o

"After eatinz, I will go.!

2.3 Transformations

Clause generally may be transformed in the following ways:

o 5.3.1 Relativization

A clause that has been changed from an independent clause(Sec.2.1.1-

2.1.10) and serves as a noun phrase or a modifier of a noun is a relative

clause,

A simple relative clause has the following nuclear form:

cl. = (H:np) +RellX: kw +Embedded Cl:cl.

rel.
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That is, an obligatory Relative marker slot filled by gﬁ, and an

obligatory Embedded clause slot filled by a clause(any clauses in Sec.

201.1"'2o1010>o

v v v ~ - 3 ~ ~ ~
1. ku sang yua ca0 tua neng W ma nya
I want marry group person that have noney

'I want to marry a person who has money.'

2. crang cra nua yao cranz kv u vua  1lu
clas, knife this be cles. that T buy cone

'This is the knife that I bougut.'
A relative clause marker may be optional when the relative clause

subject acts as the actor of the action in the relative clause.

+

3. ow ci nya tdia neéng nye nye

she not like person thin thin
tS$he does not like a person who is quilte thin,!

+ + -~ A 7 ~
4, na gt la nao pao kw

mother see monkey eat corn

'll'y mother saw a monkey eating corn.'

2.3.2 Joninalization
Hominalization is the vay of making a clause into a noun to fill a
Subject slot or sometimes an Object slot of a clause or a sentence.

Nominalized clauses can be formed by adding ké kw in front of the

clause.

1. k& kw nvi ngéng ua crua nv plia
MK she lazy do for she poox

'Her being lazy makes her poor.'
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2e ke kw Ku crau na che ua crun ku kua
HK I PDASS e & mot

'Being scolded by my mother maokes me cry.!

ST v + A + v o wh . v ?
%2. ke kw ku na tua ndaw nua SELe tua shai kw ti
ME I other cone at nere be corme lool: relative

'My mother's coming here is to visit relatives.'

2e3%.3 Imperative

The imperative clause functions primarily in the nucleus of
.mperative sentence(Sec.5.4.1.2). It may also function in the nucleus
»f social sentence(Sec.5.4.7.4). It is used in direct speech to command
:he hearer to do or not to do something. Thereforez it can be said that
:he imperative clause is divided into positive imperative and negative
.mperative.

Structurally an imperative clause has an optional Subject. If the
subject is present, only a second personal pronoun or a name or a kin
serm can function as the Head of the nominal phrase(and thers nmust be a
slight pauseAafter it.).

The structure of vnositive imperative clauses may be diagrammed
+ery- gererally ase-- - - - - - - SN - -

+S:tnp +P:vp +0:np +Mantadv. +Final Port.:f.o.
All classes of verbs can be used in the verb phrase except descriptive,

rquational and existence verb.

1. ha i zhd  hd
speak one time§ again
'Speak again.’

2. mong qa ai ma
walk quick quick f.p,

'"Walk quickly, please.’



An imperative cun be emphasized by repercting the asctor again at

the end of the clause before the final o-rticle.
2. kao mong kao lao ma
you go you f.pe.

'Yeu, please go.'
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The structure of negative imperative clause may be diagrammed very

generally as:

ar

+S:np +Neg: hsao +P:vp +0:np +llan:adv. +Final Part:f.p.

1+ hsdo ha te nua
don't 8ay some this
'Don't say like this.!
2. hsao nao

don't eat

'Don't eat.’
3¢ kao hsao néng ma
you don't fade] fepe

'You, please don't go.'
L. nsao mong njaw ma
_don't wall fast f.pe.

'Don't walk fast, please.!

2.4 Negation and prominence

2.4.1 Negation

A clause as a whole nay be negated by adcing c¢i *not' in front of

the main verb in the predicate slot.

+S  +ci +P

1. ku ci pau
I not know

'T don't know.'!
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2e nang mao ny ci zhong ny-o
yesterday sie not cood be
'She was sick yesterday.!

~ . ~
3« kao ci mong lao

+

you not go eDe
'Don't you go?'
Negation of ability may be different from the first {form bacause
ci has to be placed just before the predicate tau or §§éy table'.
1. ku mong ci tau
I go not con
'T cannot go.!
2. ku ci tsaw ua mao

I not able do rice

'T cannot cook rice.!

2.4.2 Tovicalization(focus)

A participant in a clause may be made the focus of the clazuse by
subjectivization or passivization.

Te cu tu nw
T Ttiger bite  he

'A tiger bit him.' ~ Actor focus.

A clause which the undergoer is put in focus instead of the actor
is passive. That is, the undergoer is put in the subject position of
the clause.

A passive transitive clause is formed by:

+Undergoer +Passive MK:crdu <+Actor +P

2. ku criu kle tu

I  pass.MK dog bite

'I was bitten by the dog.' - Undergoer focus.
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An elenment of ~

1

lause m2y be made the topic of the cl-usze by

O

ot
€y
e}

topicalization that shows wanich of particinonts will be tre-ted as
the center of interest in the clauce. It is not necessarily the subject,
nor even a nuclear particivant, that is topicalized. The eclements of a
clause can be made the topic by fronting it at the berinning of the clauc
+ v A A °
1. ndaw nua ku ua nya plu nang moo
at this T do money losc yesterday

'This is the vlace where I lost my money yesterday.'

- Locction setting topic.

-~ + -~ ] -~
2. 1lu kau mao kw nw ndong 1a
clas. hat that she vear red
'The hat that she wears is red.' -Undergoer focus,topnic

(relativization)

2.4.3 Other prominence
Elements in a clause may be given increcsed prominence by lengthenir
the vowel and/ or raising the tones of *those elements. Sleuents which
are usually given prominence are time and locative phrases. Zlements in

a phrase can equally be given prominence in these ways,too.

e T f//: ://~ . A - - S S A
1. thau uj(thiu: u) rua ao tu kw ti
when far have two clas. brothers
'A long, long time ago there were tuo brothers.! —
e .
2. ti: u (ti u:) naw
at far f.p.

'Far away over there.'!
The Predicate slot of a clause can be given prominence by
repeating the main verb and lengthen the vowel of the repeated verb and

change the tone of that verb to higher pitch.
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o o + st LV
1. sang nw mong lav Kool ndaw
send he g0 study study book

'Send him to study and study for 2o long time.!

']
2« tu tu mong mo:ng yuz tau adau
clas. son go go buy get cloth

'The son wvent and went a long way and bought cloth.!

2.5 Additional elements
In addition to the basic elements presented in Sec.2.1, there may
be additional participant, additional predicate elements and peripheral
elements.
2.5.1 Additional participants
Additionzl participant slots may be added to a clause without
affecting the basic transitivity relations.
Causer
Direct causers and indirect causers may be added by putting the
causers and causer verbs(Sec.4.10.710) in front of the clause slot. There

can be two or more causers and causer verbs in one clause. Ceusers may

be formed as follow:

+Indirect causer:np+Causer vp.+Direct causer:np+Causer vo.+(+S+P+0,

Te nw ca ku ha
he let I speak
'He lets me speak.' - Direct causer.
2. na kua kao nong o nua
mother order you go slecp fepe.
'Mother tells you to go to sleep.! - Direct causer.
3. ku tsi ha ku méng ha néhg mong ua ni
I father tell I go tell Neng Jode] do work

'My father tells me to tell Neng to go to work.' -Direct and

indirect causers.
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4. qnd ha i  ha  na tG1  ndaw cé kaw nddw
teacher tell I tell mother come at school
'The teacher tells me tc tell my mother to come to school.!

- Direct and indirect causers.

Beneficiary
Beneficiary may be added after the clause. Usually we use the word

crua as the marker of beneficiary. There can be two or more beneficiaries

in one clause. Beneficiary can be formed as follow:

. - . B . .
+§<np +P<vp +0:np +BenlK: crua +Bq3.(nptvp)

i v y
d p +

f

4 -~ + }l o
1. pua tang tao ua nu crua lau néng
they be.. ing do work for villaze leader

'They are working for the villaze leader.!
- v v + A
2. na ua mao crua mi nyua nao
mother do rice for child eat
'Mother cooks rice for the chilércen to eat.!
v + v g + N v
3. na yua i nzawv ghau crua ku

--- I - -mother - buy- - -one- -pair - - shoe -for I

'1ly mother bousht me a pair of shoes.’

Instrument
Instrument may be added $o0 the clause before the Predicate slot.

The marker of instrument is shi which meansg 'use',

v
+3:np +Insl:shi +Ines:np +P:vp +0:np

rd

- v °
1. pua shi cra tua nang;
they use knife kill snake

"They kill a sncke with a knife.!
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2, nw sal sau ada adonz
he use axe cut tree

He cut the tree witi an azc.!

Acconpaninent

Accompaniment may be added to the clause by putting accompaninent

and the marker njrﬁ in front of the clause., Accompaninent can be formed by:
+Acc:np +AccMK:njra +S:np +P:vp +0:np

v e v g -] -+ ~
1. ku niru ku na rong tao ka

I with I mother go at market

'T go to the market with my mother.'

v

2. ¥u tsi kua ku nirt tsi mong tao te

I father let T with father go at field

My father lets me go to the field with him.!

There is a restriction of this form, that is, the preverbd yﬁa'will{
must be changed from the normal position(following the subject of the clause

and be put in front of the marker njru.

a

3. ku yua nira ¥u tsi néng plao

T will with I father go hunt

'T will go hunting with my father.'

2.5.2 Manner elements
Manner elements that are outside the structural Predicate but they
describe the action, may be added by putting an adverb phrase(Sec.3.5)

after the clause nucleus,

+3:np +P:vp +0:np +Man:adv.phrase



37
1. (ow xhla) njaw
he run quickly
'(He runs) quickly.’
2. (mao ua te) qéng qéhg
Mo do fileld slow slow

*(Mo works on the farm) quite slowly.

3. (ki mbaw nyeng ndaw) zhong
I friend read book good

'(My friend reads) well.'

2.5.3 Peripheral elements
Péripharal elements are those elements which can be optionally
applicable to almost any basic clause types. Peripheral elements give the
time and location settinz within which the clause takes place.
Iime setting
Time setting slot is filled by & time phrase(Sec.3.6). It is generally
placed before the clause nucleus, but sometimes may be placed after the

clause nucleus,

1. ou nua ki yua mong tao ka
" 7T day this I 7 will go  at  market

'I will go to the market today.'
2. pnang mao pua ntshua eri cheo
yesterday they wash clothes

'They washed clothes yesterday,'

3. ndaw nua ku ua nya plu nang mao
at this I do money lose yesterday

‘This 1s the place where I lost money yesterday.'

Location setting

Location setting is manifested by a locative phrase (Sec.
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%,%) or a place name or a demonstrative(Sec.t.?). It is generally nlaced
after the clause nucleus, dbut rmay alsc be »lsced before the claus
3 ¥ ause

nucleus by topicalization(Sec.2.4.2).

3 v T + Ve
1. ku ua nu t~0 gang ce

I do work at hack lhouse

'T work behind the house.'

o

) - v
2e NW tua ndaw nua

he come at this

‘He came here.’

v

ce

=
e

3. pﬁa tang tao tu D30

they be...ing vlay cards in house
'They are playing cards in the house.!

v v + A @
L. ndidw nua ku pu kao mbua nang mao

at this I see you vig yesterdsy

'This is the place where T sav your pig yesterday.'

2.6 Aspect modifications
The aspect modifications may be subdivided into:
2.6.1 Modality

_ _ . _Modality presents the actor's viewpoint :

bout the action. The

i)

clause nucleus describes what the actor actually does, but his volition,
necessity, or ability to do the action is modality.

A. Volition includes a range from deliberate to involuntary

action.
1. nw tshao tsi ndau u
he intend hit I
'He intends to hit me.'
2e pﬁa nua sha ua nu

they get heart do work

'They deliberately work.'
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{1

zhao ci mua sna o

Kho not et heart svenk

33

'Kho speaks unintentionally.’

B. Ability ranges from ability to unability.

prlalosbuiunivaiiiut A
A - v
kao na ua mao tou
you mother do rice able

'"Your mother can cook rice.!

té zha pua ua au
maybe they do cen

'Maybe they can do it.!

A4

ku uz ci tau

I do not able
'T cannot do it.!

C. Necessity ranges from frec will to compulsion.

¥ ] N ° v ~ A~ +
tsi neng tshua tu DU leng mun zhu
man every clas. every nerson nave strength

'Every man have strength.!

v

A v + o +
tong yua cu mong tno ce

-Tong _ . _must ... go._ .at . house.

"Tong has to go homel'’
ko ci hsao tua ndaw nua
you not have to come at this

'You don't have to come here.!

2.6.2 Aspect

59

Aspect is a verb phrase notion(Sec.3.2), but sometimes manifested

action,

at the clause rank. Aspect tells us about the internal timing of the

whether it is punctiliar, continuative, completive,etc.
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Punctilirr is unnarked. Continuative is marked by shdne shi or
D —————

g » . v -
tang tdo. Completive is marked by nya or lav.

1.

4=
[ ]

L] ’,

nw pons ndong

he fall tree

'He falls from the tree.' - Punctiliar.
° v L + A

tu mbua nua shang sni nao

clas. pig this be... ing eat

'This pig is eating.’ - Continuative.
+ e ~ v A v

pua tang ku nya naoc mao

a minute ago I just eat rice

'I have just eaten rice.’ - Immediate completive.
A M o b +

kao tsi qau tyaw law

you father drunk whisky already

'"Your father has been drunk.’

-2.6.3 Illocution(Speech act tyves)

- Completive.

Speech nct types(Sec.5.2.1) are sentence modalities, but they often

affect the clause. There are three major kinds of speech acts; declarative
P ;

imperative, and interrogative.

L S

-A. Declarative . A declarative .illocution.is a statement where

assurance may very from certain to uncertain. Certain is unmarked. Very

certain is marked by t& ta 'really'. Uncertain is marked by zéng 'may!

or té zhi'maybe'.

nang 1n law

rain come already

'It rained,’

nadng 1lu 1dw ta td le
rain come already real real fepe

'It has really rained.’

- Certain.

- Very certain.
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3. pua ving ci tou 1u
they nay not can core

'They might not core.'! -
For more details see Sec.5.2.7.7.

3. Imperative An imwerative is 2

k1

Uncertazin.

ct~terent of desired action

whose force varies from strong to mild. See 3ec.2.3.4 and 5.2.1.3 for

details.

C. Interrogative An interrogative 1llocution may pr

answer. It may be generally subdivided into:

(1) .Yes-no question, marked by lao, ci tau,

¢
0
g
2
o

~
nd pue.

Te tua lao
come K
'Have you come?'

A v .
2. kao nao mao ci tau

you eat rice not completed

'Have you eaten rice yet?’
e pua tau ua Zhau
MK completed do food

_'"Have you_cooked food?'

L, nw ci

he not come MK be

'He does not come, does he?!

(2) Alternative question, marked by laoc

1. kao yua mong l3o ci mong

you will g0 or not go

'Will you go or not?!

(3) Content gquestion, marked by léng tw'who!,

1. kao nya léng tw
you like who

thau tw'when',etc.
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A A T .
kao tua trau tu
you cone when

twWhen did you cone?!

-~ A
ua cane kao tua
L ————

why you come

"/hy do you come?!

more details and discussion about interrogitive, see Sec.5.k.1.3.



CHdAPTER III

3. Phrase

Phrases are descriptive units which may contain one or more

words. They normally function as couwponents of clauses, but may be
embedded in other phrases or may be used at higher rank.
M Phrase structures usually contain a head ( a main noun or a
main verb ) and may not contain any modifiers. So a noun standing by
itself in a clause is a minimum noun phrase, or a verb by itself is a
minimum verb phrass.

Structurally and functionally phrases may be divided into two
types of major phrases; nominal phrases and verb phrases, and five types
of minor phrases; adjective phrases, adverb phrases, numeral phrases,
time phrases, and locative phrases. There are special phrases for

natural phenomena in this language. o general formula can be given for

phrases as a whole.

3.1 Nominal phrases

-The-nominal phrase -functions normally as .the filler of a clause--
participant slot, but may also function as a unit within a noun phrase
or a locative phrase and sometimes at a higher rank (sentence).

3tructurally nominal phrases may be divided into noun phrases
and pronoun phrases. These subtypes differ from each other in their
heads, in their elementé, and in their transformation potential,

Nominal phrases are marked by having nouns or nounlike elements

in their Head slot.
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3.1.1 Noun phrases

The general noun phrase has the following basic form:

Noun phrase =+Poss:(np+ le) +Quat:nu. +Hod,: clas. +HI:noun

1:

+idod.: VvV cl, +iiod_ : dem,
A 'des./ rel., = ©

3
That is, an optional Possessor slot filled by a nominal phrase and.
an optional possesaive marker le, an optional Quantifier slot £illed by

a numeral phrase(Bec.3.4, 4.5), an optional Modifier, slot filled by a

1
classifier(Sec.4.6), an obligatory Head noun slot filled by a noun(Sec.
4.1), an optional Modifier, slot filled by a descriptivé . verb(Sec.4.10,1)
or a relative clause(Sec.2.3.1), and an optional LZodifier3 slot filled
by a demonstrative(Sec.4.3). The demonstrative word marks the end of a
noun phrase.

The normal order of the elements in a noun phrase is in the form

above, but in normal speech the full form is rarely found.

. HIY
1. pua tua mbua

they kill pig

'They kill a pig.'

Poss HN . Poss Hi
2. pé cé ci lua mé cé

we house not equal you house

'Our house is not as big as yours.'

" R Quant  Mod 1 HI . . y .
3. mua ndau cao la nyao tao  hang zhong

have many group monkey live at forest

'There are many kinds of monkeys in the forest.'



Mod1 HN  Hod3 P
4. 1u cé nua qu law

clas. house this 0ld already
'This house is already old.'

vPoss }ﬂrd .
5. ku le kha tao te 1w

I pogsMK ginger at field rotten

'My ginger at the field is rotten.’

Mod1 HN Mod2 10d 3 .
6. tu Xlo klaw ndaw crao
clas. dog white that fat

'That white dog is fat.'

45

It is noted that the Modifier2 s8lot may be one or multiple(rare), if

there are multiple modifiers the color will precede the quality and the

quality usually has repeated form.

Pgss Quant Mod1 HN Moqz Hod2
7. ka a0 1lu chao klaw nyé nye

I two clas. shirt white thin thin

'My two thin white shirts have been torn.!

3¢1¢1.1 Compounding

klua 1£w

torn already

Elements in a noun phrase may be compounded in the following ways:

Additive compounding This combines two or more related nouns by

adding conjunction gé .between then.

Examples are?
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v P v v ~
1. cu ha mi cu lu klua

tiger and cat tiger Dbig more

'‘Between & tiger and a cat, a tiger is bigger.'

'

2e kﬁ mia nya hsf ku

I have silver and gold

'T have silver and gold.'

Alternative compounding This permits a choice from two or more

nouns by adding conjunction lao between them.

1. pﬁé pﬁ ntshi 1a0 gyﬁ

they see elephant or cow

'Did they see an elephant or a cow?l'

’~

2. kao séng tau gxﬁ lao X
you want get gilver or gold

'Do you want to get silver or gold?!

Contrastive comvoundinz This pairs a noun with its negated

opposite by adding c¢i yao between them.

»1.-k§o tsi -tua - ~néng ci;yée - kle

you father kill snake not be dog
'Your father killed a snake not a dog.'

© ) v o 2 A
2. WAO nao mao njrua nije ci yéo nGa

Mo eat rice with fish not be meat

Mo eats rice with fish not meat.!

3.1.1.2 Deletion
Elements in a noun phrase may be deleted under the following conditions
1. Whenever HN follows Possessor and Possessive marker le, le can be

deleted without changing the meaning of the phrase.
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ru  (le) 1u chao
I possMK clas. shirt
'my shirt!
nw (le) tai
he possdK  father
‘his father!
2. When HN follows the Possessor and Possessive marker and the HN is
known from the context, the HN can be deleted.
4: cao ndaw nua yéo léng tw le
group book this be who possliK

'"Whose are these books?!

s

B: ku le
I posslK
‘Mine.'

3. Possessor and Possessive marker can be deleted when the Possessor

is the first person(either singular or plural) and the HN is a kin term.

(ku) na yua tha ndaw nua
‘"I “mother will come ~ at " this -~

'My mother will come here.'

K .crau (1) na ché
I passlK I mother scold

'I was scolded by my mother.'

4, 4 classifier(Mod1) may often be deleted when there is a Possessor

before it, but it cannot be deleted when there is a demonstrative and/ or

a numeral in the phrase.



xu (1la) ce 1u
S
I eclas. house big
'My house is big.'
éb tu mbua hao crao
two clas. pig that fat
'That two pigs are fat.'
(tu) mbua crao

clas, rig fat

‘Pigs are fat.'

3¢1.1+3 Transformations

48

The order of the elements in a noun phrase may be changed as follow:

-

1. tsi le a0 tu neng klaw nua
father possMK two clas. horse white this
'these two white horses of my father.'
- simple noun phrase
2. tai le néng  klaw &0  ti  nua
- -father possMK - horse white two clas,” this ™ -

'these two white horses of my father!

- - putting the numeral and classifier at the end of the

noun phrase to emphasize on the number.
7 o ° v v

3. 80 tu neng klaw nua tsi le
two c¢las. horse white this father possiX

'these two white horses of my father'

~ putting Possessor and Possessive marker at the end

of the noun phrase to emphasize the Possessor.
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A noun phrase may be transformed into a clause in the following

ways:
4, ao tu neéng klaw yao tel le
two clas. horse white be father possiK
'The two white horses are my father's,!
- emphasizing ownership(using yao'be')
5. tsi mia ao tu neng klaw

father have two clas. horse white
'My father has two whlte horses.’

- emphasizing owner (using mua'have')

The root(semantic root) for this paradigm is:
/ Item: neng , Posseasor: tsi , PossessivelX: le , Quantifier: ao

Mod :tu , Mod,.: klaw /

1 2

1. Possessor, PossessivelX, Quantifier, Mod Item, lMod

1’ 2

2. Pcssessor, PossessivelX, Item, Modz, Quantifier, Mod1
3. Quantifier, Mod1, Ttem, Modz, Possessor, PossessivelK
%.Van?t}f;gr) Mo§1, Iteg, Modz} xéo{ Possgssor, PossessivelXK

5« Possessor, ma s Quantifier, Mod1, Item, Mod2

Adjuncts
yao : yao'be'

mia : moa‘have'(used in place of le which indicates owner)

3.1.1.4 Negation

Elements in a noun phrase may be negated by adding ci in front of

the Quality word or color.
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I - v ° 4
i crang phao cl zhong nua yao qhu le

one clas. gun not good this be teacher possliK

'This bad gun is the teacher's.'

v - -

A - 4 <
u ma chao ci chua qu i lu

I have shirt not guite o0ld ons clas.

'I have a new shirt.'

-

pua el nya ndau ci klaw nua

they not like cloth  not white this

'They do not like this not white cloth,'

3.1.2 Pronoun phrase

A general pronoun phrase has the following basic form:
Pronoun phrase =+H:pronoun +Quant:nu. tMod1:clas. +Mod2: dem.

That is, an obligatory Head slot f£illed by a pronoun(Sec.4.2), an
optional Quantifier slot filled by a numeral(Sec.4.5), an optional

Modifier1slot filled by a classifier(Sec.4.6) and an optional Modifier2
slot £illed by a demonstrative(Sec.4.3). It is noted that the Quantifier

will change to the final position if it is a general rumeral.

H Quant Mod1 Mod2
pé pléau lénz ndsa

we four person this

'four of us'

H Quant , . y
pe shua klaw yua mong ce
we all will go house

'All of us will go home.'
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H Mod1 Lod2 . .
Re ¢80 nua yao ~ghu

we group this be teacher

'We are all teachers.'

H liod1 Mod2 Quant . 3 L
pua cao ndaw hu shi nyao pe khe mi
they group that all be on/to Khek Noi

'Those all live in Khek Noi.'!

3.1.2.1 Compounding

Elements in a pronoun phrase may be compounded in the followlng ways:

Additive compounding It combines two or more pronouns by adding

conjunction ha between them.

- v

me he  pua yus mong klang kle

we and they wlll go bathe water
'¥e and they will go to take a bath.’

A + A - v
tong nya kao ha u

‘Tong  1like you and I

'‘Tong likes me and you.'

Alternative compounding. It permits a choice from two pronouns

by adding conjunction 120 '0r', Cleeven.. lao eseseetif not ......then..."

v

cl k&0 lao ku yua mong tsa ndong

not you T or I will . go cut tree

'If not you then I will go to cut the trees.'

N

tong nya  kéo lao  ku

Tong like you or I

'Does Tong like you or me?'

-
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Contrastive compounding It pairs a promoun with it negated

opposite by adding ci yao between them.

tu hlaun nq&u ndaw nya kao ci Azéo pua
clas, girl that like you not Dbe they

'That girl likes you not them.'

3.2 Verb phrase
The verb phrase functions normally as fillers in the Predicate
slot in clauses(Sec.2), but it is sometimes found functioning in a
noun phrase(Sec.3¢2.1¢4).
The verb phrase consists of a main verb in the Head slot and the
elements directly modifying it. The modifying elements are seldom
separable from the main verdb by other clause level elements.

A general verb phrase has the following form:

VP =+PreMod:prv. +UV:v. +Postliod, :psv. +PostMod2:adv.

1
tPostModB:intens.

That is, an optional Premodifier slot filled by a preverb(Sec.4.é),

‘an obligatory Main Verb slot filled by a verb(Sec.4.10), an optional

Postmodifier, slot £illed by a postverb(Sec.4.9), an optional Postmodi-

1
~fier2 slot f£illed by an adverb phrase(Sec.3.5), and an optional
Postmodifier3 8lot filled by an intensifier(Sec.4.12)

Structurally verb phrases may be divided into active verd phrases,
descriptive verb phrases, and copulative verb phrases, These differ
from each other in their main verbs, thier potential expansions, and

the clausetypes in which they function.
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3,2.1 Active verd phrase
An active verb phrase normally functioms in the Predicate slot of
all clauses except descriptive, equational, and locative clauses.

A general active verd phrase has the following form:

23 = + Prellod:prv. +HV:v. tPostMod1:psv. +PostMod2:adv.

+PostHod3:intens.

That is, an optional Premodifier slot filled by one or more preverbs
(8ec.4.8), an obligatory Main verb slot filled by a verb(Sec.4.10), an
optional Postmodifier1 slot filled by a postverb(Sec.4.9), an optional

Postmodifier,. slot filled by an adverb(Sec.4.11), and an optional

2
Postmodifier3 glot filled by an intensifier(Sec.4.12).
v prv. MV psv.
ku sang nao law
I want eat alrsady

'I want to eat now.,'

o

. V. prVv. MV
nang nzu nyao yua lu

rain nay will come
'Maybe it will rain.®

. prv. MV psv. intens.
nw vyua ua tau ta ta

he will do can real real

'He can really do it.'

3.2.1.1 Compounding
There may be compounding in the main verbd slot, but seldom in the
modifier slots. Compounding may be equivalent, additive, contrastive, or

alternative, Alternative and additive compounding are quite common in

+hda Tanmiasas



Alternative compounding is

A v
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marked with lao

kao  yua mong __ lso khla

you will walk or run

'Will you walk or run?'

nw yéa shau ndéw lao nxéng, ndéw
he will write book or read book

'Will he write or read?'!

Additive compounding, sometimes called verb serialization, puts

together two or more verbs that are in a close-knit sequence. This is

very common in the Hmong Njua language. There is only a single subject

and object for all the verbs in the sequence.

e

pua mong shai nang
they go look movie

'They go to see the movie.,'

Xu yua mong mia chao toa
I will go get shirt come

'T will go to get- the shirt back.' .. ...

3¢2.1.2 Deletion

A main verb may be deleted when it is

preceded by a preverb tau in

an interrogative sentence(put it is known from the context), and in the

answer the main verb can be deleted.

Az pﬁa tau nao mao
or not ecompleted eat rice
'‘Have you eaten rice?!

B: ei  “tau (nao) e
not completed eat f.p.

‘No, not yet.'
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3.2.1.3 Class changing
An active verb phrase may be changed to a nominal phrase to fill a
subject or sometimes an object slot in a clause by adaing (ghéo} ke in

front of the phrase, for sxample:

-

ke ndua ndong ma ua i yang nu nyang kaw
- cut tree - be one kind work harpd much

'"Cutting the trees down is & kind of hard work.'

+

v v ~ 4 ~ +
ghao ke saw yao qua mua le nu

- sew be woman possMK  work

'Sewing is the woman's work,'

3.2.1.4 Negation
An element in an active verb phrase may be negated by adding ci 'not!
in front of it, for example:

ku chaw yua ci mnong

I nmaybe will not go

'l may not go.' ~ Main verb negation.
ta néng ndaw ci sang hau kKlé
clas, horse that ~ not want ~ drink  water

'That horse dces not want to drink water.' - Preverd negation.

o %4

nw ua mao ci tau
he do rice not can
'He cannot cook rice.! - Postverb nezation.

3.2.,2 Descriptive verd phrase
A descriptive verb phrase normally functions in the Predicate slot of

a descriptive clause.
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A general descriptive verdb phrase has the following form:

V?des.=:PreMOd:prv. +dV:vdes. +PostMod:intens.

That is, an optional Premodifier slot filled a preverb(8ec.4.8), an
>bligatory Main verb slot filled by a descriptive verb(Sec.4.10.1), and an
yptional Postmodifier slot filled by an intensifier(Sec.4.12)

. MY intens.
kxle ta kaw

water deep much
'The water is very deep.'

v intens.
i o A [
nw nGua chang plaw

he diligent the most

'He is the most diligent.!

. MY MY R pPrv. MV
nw  nGua nGua ci kdng nw céng plua
he diligent diligent however he sti111 poor

'He 13 quite diligent,however, he is still poor.'

3.2.2.,1 Compounding
There may be compounding in. the.main.wverd .slot. .Alternative.and .. - —

contrastive compounding are quite common, .

Alternative compounding is usually marked with lao.

v ~ °

Vd . AN o
ku ci pau ta nw nie lao crua

I not know that he clever or foolish
'TI do not know whether he is clever or foolish.!

Alternative compounding may be marked with 1s8W... tS8W....

taaw crua tsaw nje
- foclish ~ clever

'gither foolish or clever,'
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Contrastive compounding is marked with ¥ua 'but'.

N

- - + v A N +
tsw tsang ndaw kao 1u kua ci _ nyang

box at that Dbig but not  heavy

'That box is big but not heavy.'

~

Ve v n - -
zhau nua zhong ngau kuag gau gau le

vegetable this beautiful but bitter bitter <f.p.

'This vegetable 1s beautiful but bitter.’

3.2.2.2 Deletion
A main verdb mey be deleted when it has a Postmodifier, but it is

known from the context, for example:

A: ku pua nzau ndau
I or not thin much
'Am I very thin?'

B: ndau
mch

Yes.'®

3.2+42.3 Clags changing .. ... .. ... . B
A descriptive verb phrase may be changed to a nominal phrase to
filled a subject or sometimes an object slot in a clause by adding

(gh#o) k& in front of the descriptive verb phrase.

ghao ke gi ngéng ua crua nw tau tsai (ghéo)k;

- - lazy do for he zet receive - -

)

plua

poor

'Higs being lazy makes him poor.'
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3.2.2.4 Hegation and prominence
An element in a descriptive verb phrase may be .negated by adding
ci 'not' in front of 1it.
kle cl tu ndau
water mnot deep much
'The water is not very deep.’ - Main verb negation.
xu tu xw el sang crao
I clas. sister not want fat
'My sister does not want‘to be fat.! - Preverb negation.
A main verb may increase its prominence by the repetition of the

main verd and raising the intonation of the first verdb to higher pitch,

for example:

/

i
A ° o
kao crao crao
you fat fat
'You are very fat.'
—/
chao nua kKldaw klaw le

shirt this white white f.p.

'This shirt is very white,'

3.2.3 Copulative verb phrase
4 copulative verb phrase normally function in the Predicate slot of
locative and equational clauses.

A general copulative verbd phrase has the following form:

= P H . 3 H it . .
vycop. + relod : prv +MV vcop. tPosthod psv

That is, an optional Premodifier slot filled by a preverb(Sec.4.8),

an obligatory Main verb slot filled by a copulative verb; ua'to be',
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nyao'to be, to live', ydo'to be', and an optional Postmodifier slot filled
by a postverb(Sec.4.9).

. prv. MV . .
pua yua ua thali klang

they will be policeman
'They will be policemen.'

. .
ku yao qghu

I be teacher

'T am a teacher.'

tu tsi néng ndaw nzur:;ao :: tua neéng zhong
clas, man that maybe be person good
law

already

'That man might be a good man already.'

A L prv. LIV 7 * v
leng tw sang  nyao ndaw nua
who want be at this

'¥ho wants to be here?!

3424361 Deletion
A main verb may be deleted when it follows a postverb, but it is known

from the context, for example:

A ~ Y “+
A: kao pua san ua g
you or not want be nurse
‘Do you want to be a nurse?’
v
B: ei sang
not want

*No, I don't want to.'
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3.2.3.2 Class changing
A copulative verb phrase may be changed to a nominal phrase to f£ill
a subject slot in a clause by adding ghéo ké in front of the phrase,

for example:

ghac ke nyao ce ndé nde khlta

- - be house 1long long boring
'Being at home for a long time is boring.’

ghao ke ua thai kléng mia, qang hau

- - be policeman have usefulness

'Being a policeman is useful.'

v v - . ° ° ~ F
ghao ke ua tua neng nGua ua crua nw mua nya

- - be person diligent do for he have money

'Being a diligent man makes him have money.'

3.2.3.3 Negation
An element in a copulative verb phrase may be negated by adding ci
'not' in front of it, for example:

. ¥V ,
i et ydo  thai klang

I not be policeman

'T am not a policeman.' - Main verb negation
, . NV . pSv.

nw tsi ua qhu ci tau

he father be teacher not can
'Hig father cannot be a teacher.' - Postverb negation

v g pl:v Iﬂv e e
u pau ta léng tw ei sang ue tua neng phe

I know that who not want be person bdd

'T know who does not want to be a bad person.' - Preverb negation
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3.3 Special phrases for natural phenomena

There 1s no particular form to describe natural phenomena. It can

be described by phrases or sometimes clauses, for examples:

o

-

ca 1li su *lightning'
si tua *thunder'

su njong 'thunderclap’
14 néng chaw 'drizzle’

It ig noted here that natural phenomena can take several clauses forms.

for example:

nang lu

rain come

'It rains.’

nu nua ma fua ndau
day this have fog/cloud much
'It is cloudy/foggy today.'

n nua céng ndu kld
day this why sky black

-1It 43 very cloudy-todayes'--—- --

3.4 Adjective phrase

much

- Intransitive clsuse.

- Existence clause.
le

f.p.

.-- = Beseriptive- clauge.— — - - -~

An adjective phrase normally funcitions in a Modifier slot in & noun

phrase(Sec.3.1) or in the Predicate slot of a descriptive cleause(Sec.2.1.1)

A general adjective phrase has the following form:

Ade1 n+H3Vdes

AdjP, =+Quant: (mia nji}  +H

+Quant: {khlau}

*Vies.
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1. That is, an obligatory Head slot filled by a descriptive verd
(Sec.4.10.1) and an optional Quantifier slot filled by khlau 'more,

over', ndau 'much',etc.
2, An optional Quantifier slot filled by mia nji 'quite', ci chang

'rather'!, and an obligatory Head slot filled by a descriptive verb.

H Quant. .
hlau ngéu sha khlau ci zhong ngau

girl tall more not beautiful

'Very tall girls are not beautiful.’

" Quant., . /
mong ncha ndong nde pe shi lu sheé
g0 find wood long three distance from the come f.p.

elbow to tip of the
finger

'Go to bring about 50 centimetre long piece of wood.'!

. . . . Quant. , H
ku nya cao tua néng mig nii nzau
I like group -person quite thin

'I like people who are quite thim;*— - S — T

3+.4.1 Compounding

There may be compounding in the Head slot of an adjective phrase,
Compounding may be alternmative, additive and contrastive.

Alternative compounding is marked with lao ‘or'.

A

chao  klu lao klaw tu nGe ku shi mbau

ghirt Dblack or whitse clas, cost so rec.MK equal

‘White or black shirts cost the same,’

Additive compounding is marked with gé 'and',
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, Ve Ve s
nw nyg ndye crong sha ha ndye tao

he like climb~ mountain high and very steep

'He likes to climb high and very steep mountain,!

Contrastive compounding is marked with lua 'but'.

~

EY -~ . 7 . A
nw nya ndye crong sha kua ci ndys tao

he like climb mountein  high  but not very steep

'‘He likes to climb high but not very steep mountain.'

3.4.2 Hegation and prominence
An element in an adjective phrase may be negated by adding ci in

front of it, for example:

F

nyu ci crao
cow not fat

'not fat cow'
xu pd tua néng ci zhor
I see person not good

'I saw a not good person.'

The Head of an adjective phrase can be repeated to lessen the
meaning, for example:

chao klaw kléﬁ nua kﬁ le

shirt white white this T  possiK

'Thig quite white shirt is mine.’

p6 nao mio ki ku
we eat rice hot hot

'We eat quite hot rice.'
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3.5 Numeral phrase
A pumeral phrase normally functions in a Quantifier slot in a
nominal phrase(Sec.3.1) or sometimes in an adjective phrase or a
descriptive verb phrase(Sec.3.2.2).

A general numeral phrase has the following form:

NuP. a+Approx1:{yﬁa 1ha} +Core:nu. tApproxzz{téw}

That is; an optional Approximative1 slot £illed by xﬁa lia 'nearly',
¢l khlau'not more than', ndaus kXhlau'more than', caw khlau'less than',
kw yeng'about', an obligatory Core slot filled by a numeral(Sec.4.5),
and an optional Approximativ32 slot filled by gﬁ‘only', Eéﬂ'more‘,
ndau'more', for example:

» Core
i pua

'one hundred!

Cgre Appgoxz

-

xau taw
ten more

‘more than ten!

Approxt LCore
yua lla i pua

nearly one hundred
'nearly one hundred'

Cogg . Apprgxz
rleu (1eng) sw

four person only

'only four person'
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. . . Approxi Core
et sang ta nw mua nya c¢i  khlau ci mba

I think +that he have money not more than <Live baht

'T think that he has not more than five baht.!

y R . Approxi Core
Xu mua phong yw kW yéng kau leng
A have friend about ten person

'T have about ten friends.'

3.5.1 Compounding
There may be an alternative compounding in the Core slot. It is

marked with lao, for example:

crau lao hyang

'six or seven'

If the numeral is more than one hundred, the pua'hundred' can be
deleted, for example:
crau lao hyang pua

'six or severn hundred!

“The marker~~;§g- can- be-delated; but- the meaning-is -semewhat -
different, for example:
pé . pléu
three four

tabout three or four!'

3.6 Adverb phrase
An adverb phrase normally functions in a Modifier slot in a verb
phrase(Sec.3.2) and in the Manner slot in a clause.

A general adverb phrase has the following form:

4
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AdvP = +H:adv. tIntens:{kéw] t(CompMK:@lua} +Item:np)

That 1s, an obligatory Head slot filled by an adverb(Sec.4.11),
an optional Intensifier slot f£illed by kaw'much', chang plaw'most’',
mi nji'little', and an optional Comparative slot f£illed by a Comparative

marker Xlua or khlau and an Item slot filled by a nominal phrase(Sec.

3.1).
. H Intens.
mbua nao shai chang plaw
pig eat fast the most

'Pigs eat the fastest.'

. . . 3/ Inten§.
ku tsi ha geng mi niji

I father spesk slow little

'My father speaks quite slowly.!’

¢ o 1\/ .OH ~
nw mong ke nja gqau tu
he go for a stroll quiet

‘e goes for & stroll quietly.!

P . . H Comp. y
pPe - --N&- ~- - WA - --AR- ---Zhong - -kiua----—ego - - T
we mother do work  good than group

'Cur mother works better than the others.!

3.6.1 Compounding
There may be compounding in the Head slot, Altermative and
contrastive compounding are fairly common,
Alternative compounding is marked with lao 'or'.

o

~ v -~ ”
nw nao mao shai lao  geng

he sat rice fast or slow

'Does he est rice fast or slowly?!
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Contrastive compounding is marked with kua ‘but'.

ku hlai mblg zhong kﬁa qéﬁg

I  harvest rice good but slow

'I harvest rice well but slowly.'

3.6.2 Repetition

The Head slot of an adverdb may take repetition to lessen the

element, for example:

nw mong qeng qéhg
he walk slow slow
'He walks cquite slowly.'

The elements may be emphasized by raising the intonation of the first

adverdb to higher pitch, for example:

] A VaY /
ua cang kao nao shal  shai
why you eat quick quick

'Yhy do you eat very quickly?®

3.7 Time phrase

The time phrase normally functions as fillers in the Time Setting

slot in clauses(Sec.2.5.3.2) and sentences(Sec.5.1.3),
Time phrase has the following form:

TP, =+General time:{law}

1
TP2 =+Time:@n§ +Dem: nua
TP, =+IK: 1w +Time: {hyong)

1. That is an obligatory General time slot f£illed by iég'past marker'
xéé'will,future marker', and ;ég_'already,past marker',

2.An obligatory Time slot filled by mu'day', lu hli'month', hyong
'year' and other time units, and an obligatory Demonstrative slot filled

by nua'this',

\
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3. An obligatory Linkage slot filled by ;ﬁ 'next' and an obligatory

°

Time slet filled by hyong'year', tang ki'tomorrow' and other time units.,

kdo  yua  mong tw TP,
you will go where
'Where will you go?'

hyong nua ki tyao pao kw TP,

year this I plant corn

*I plant corn this year.'

1w 10 hli pua yus  yua  che TP, TP,
next month they will ‘buy car

'*They will buy cear next month.'

iw__ hyon pé yﬁa mong kaw ndaw TP3, TP1
next year we will go study book

'We will go to study next year.'

3.8 Locative phrase
The locative phrase normally functions as filler in a Locative slot

in clauses(Sec.2.5.3.1) and sentences(Sec.5.1.2).

A general locative phrase has the following form:
Lo¢E 5 +Prep: prep. +Item:np/ dem

That is, an optional Preposition slot £illed by a preposition(Sec.
4.4), and an obligatory Item slot f£illed by a nominal phrase(Sec.3.1) or

a demonstrative(Sec.4.3).

Paep. Item

pﬁé nyao tao ce
they be at house

'‘They are at home.'



. vItem

nw W ghao gﬁ
he sleep place old

'He sleeps at the place where he used to live,'

.. : . . Trep Item
pe yua mong lua njrao ti té
we will g0 cut grass at field

'‘We will go to cut grass at the field.'

\ _ Prep Ttem dem,
nong nyao shau ndong nua
bird be on tree this

'The bird is on this tree.!

, Prgp dem.
lu ndaw nua
come at this

*Come here.!

69
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CHAPTER IV

4. Yord class

The word rank is the rank next below the phrase rank in the
hierarchy. Words in Hmong may be simple or compound. A simple word is
considered to be the minimum meaningful unit which can be spoken in
isolation. A compound word is a combination of two or more words, but
the meaning of the whole word is different from the combined meaning
of the parts.

Words normally function in phrases(Sec.3), so that each slot in
phrages is normally filled by a simple or compound word. Words may also
function on higher ranks, especially particles or linkers.

A set of words that can £illed a grammatical slot is called a word
class. Words may be divided into the followling classes according to
their function; noun, pronoun, demonstiraiive, preposition, numeral,
clasgifier, conjunction, preverb, postverb, verb, intensifier, question,

final particle and exclamation.

e e e 44 Nown .
Nouns normally function in the Head slot of a noun phrase(Sec.3.1.1).
Nouns may be simple or compound. A simple noun may consist of one or two
syllables, A compound noun consists of two morphemes, one or both of
which can stand alone as a Head noun. Some morphemes in compound nouns

are dependent and may never stand alone as g Head noun in a noun phrase.

4.1.1 Simple noun

Simple noun with one syllable, for example: \\\\\

A

nGa ‘meat!
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ndong 'tree’
crang 'table’
nyu 'cow'
kha ‘gingex!
kle 'dog'

8imple noun with two syllables, for example:
tdsa néng 'person'

Ve A .
thai klang 'police’

cw mé 'pencil!
phong yw 'friend!

lau kéﬁ 'cooking pot!
péo kw 'corn'

kau mao that!

khau klua 'clothes!

4.1.2 Compound noun
Two or more simple nouns which are grammatically inseparable and

function together as a noun are regarded as a compound noun, for example:

tfruit!

tsi ndong

hﬁ'kla ‘ 'water jar'

hau ha 'the 1id of the jar®
ghao k1é 'a well!'

qhéo‘crang 'door!

té mble '‘rice fidla'

mblé nchang 'rice(glutinous and purple)!
1 njda 'tale!

lu pang 'proverb’
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4.1.3 Class changing

A noun may be changed into other classes by combining with other
classes such as:
N + adv

shé zhong
heart well

'to be kind' - descriptive wverbd

) + N

xaw  ndaw

study book

'to study' - active verb

4.1.4 Derived noun
A noun can be comb;ned with a word in other classes to get a new
such as:
N + V + N

+ v
ce kaw ndaw

house study book

“achoolt

N + V

méng zhong

luck good

'success’

it + v

o - o
tu tu ghau
clas.san keep

' orphan?t



73
4,2 Pronoun
Pronouns- function in the Head slct of & pronoun phrase(Sec.3.1.2).
They can be divided into personal and demonstrative pronouns.

4.2.1 Personal pronouns

ki, yu '?irst person singular®

mé. '?irst person two person plural'
pé 'Pirst person two or more persons'
k&0 'second person singular’

mé 'second person plural’

nw 'third person singular'

pﬁé 'third person singular or plural’

Kinship terms can be used ag personal pronouns. The terms which are

usually used are:

nd ‘mother’
tsi 'father'
yéw 'father's father!'
pﬁ *father's mother!

. 12u tfather's older brother'
pﬁ lau 'father's older brother's wife!'
pa nyéng 'father's sister!
klang léu ‘mother's younger brother'
ti 18u 'older brother'

*w ‘younger dbrother?
‘na lau 'older sister’

na. hlua 'younger sister'
tai 'mother's mother'

tai kléﬁg 'sister-in-law(of female)
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4.2.2 Demonstrative pronoun

Demonstrative pronouns can occur in a single filler of the Head slot
of a nominal phrase. They are nua'this', nddw'that', hao'that(further
than ndaw).

Examples:

v ° v v
nus yao ku tu kle
this be I clas. dog

'This is my dog,'

ndaw yéo kléhg ci
that be what

'What is that?!

v ° v +
hao yao ku na
that be I mother

"That one over there is my mother.'

4.3 Demonstrative
Demonstratives fungiion in the Modifier slot of a nominal phrase
(8ec.3.1) and in the Item slot of the locative phfase(Sec.B.S). They can
also funetion in the Location Setting slot of peripheral clause(Sec.2.5.3)

or sentence elements(Sec.5.1.3). These demonstratives are:

v

nua *this?®
hao,kao  'that(far)' .
naiw tthat'
Examples:

v + < v Y
Xu ci nya lu ce nua
I not like clas, house this

'l do not like this house.’
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tsw tséhg ndaw kéo 14
box at that big

'That box over there is blg.'

4,4 Preposition

Prepositions normally function in the Preposition slot of a locative

phrase(Sec.3.7).
tgo tat, to!
i 'at(far)'
ndaw 'to, at(nearby)’
hi 'in'
shau 'on'
pe ‘on(the mountain)'
zhe 'nsar’

hu pléw 'between’
njrang 'below,under'

. -~
tsu 'to!

Examples:

‘pua “shua kldw tua  njrang  lomsak  tua
they all come below Lomsak come

'They all come from Lomsa% below,'

pé yia méng tac  ké
we will go to market

'Ve will go to the market.!
pua méng  hao  tw 1u
they go at where cone

'Where did they come from?!
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4,5 Numeral

Numerals normally function in the Core slot of a Numeral phrase
(Sec. 3.4), but may sometimes function as full sentences when counting.
The Numeral class is divided into specific and non-specific numerals,
The specific numerals are the cardinal numerals.

4,5.,1 3pecific numerals

{ 'one!
éo 'two!
pe 'three'

pléu 'four!
ci 'five!
crau tsix!

hysng ‘'seven'

+

yi teight!
tyﬁa 'nine'
kau 'ten'

The teens are kdu 'ten' plus one to nine. The decades except

2 + ° »
twenty are three to nine plus tyau 'ten'. Twenty is neng ngau,

R 7% U SRR N, I vy U O
xau ao 'twelve®
neng ngau i ttwenty-one?
néng ngau pe 'twenty-three'
pé tyau ' "thirty!
pé tydu i 'thirty-one'
pe tyau ci 'thirty-five!

pléu tyéu i 'forty-one!



7

7

i pua ‘one hundred’

e Ve

i pua i 'one hundred and one'

- L]
i pua neng ngéu 'one hundred and twenty!

4,5.,2 General numerals
Genersl numerals normally occur in a noun phrase. They can be
divided into three subclasses according to tﬁe position that they occured.
Subclass I occurs in front of the noun.
néd (with time period) 'every'
na nu
‘every day’
na hli
‘every month'
tshua ‘'every'
tshua leng
‘every person'
tshua hyong

fevery year'

.“gﬁﬁéiaégiInécéﬁrs in fr&ﬁt of the of the cléééifiér.
ndau ‘'many’
ndau péng néng
many flock  horse
‘'‘many flocks of horses'
te 'some'
te tu ui nyaa
some clas. child

‘some children!
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té zha
some times
‘gsometimes’

Subclass III occurs after the noun it modifies,

pﬁa leng 'a11(of people)'
shua klaw 'all(of people)'
téng nchao 'all?

4,6 Claggifier

Clessifiers function in the Modifier slot of a noun phrase(Sec.3.1).
They are used to identify the nouns that they predede, and connote counting
of those nouns,

There are two distinct types of classifiers; general and measure.

4.6.1 General classifiers and rules of usage.

The general classifiers which are frequently used .are:

tu is uséd to classify animate nouns, trees, and body parts or
things with long shape, for example:

i t nyi

one clasg, cow

‘a cow'

./ hd <~ Iy
i tu tua neng
one clas. person
‘a person’

re

i tu ndong
one c¢las. tree
fa tree!

‘/ < ~n

i tu tyhao
one clas. bridge

ta bridge'
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1 td  ndi té

one clas. dLinger

'a finger'

;é is used to classify articles, buildings, seasons, months, clothing,
rehicles, for example:

e Ve -
lu pao zhe

clas. stone

'stone!
e , v
i 1u ce

one clas., house

'a house'
Ve e Ve t
i 1u che Y

one clag, car

'a car'

Ve LA
lu néu neo
clas, winter

'winter!?
Ve Ve R
ci lu hli

five clas. month

‘five months!?

créhg is used to classify instruments or weapons, for example:
I

s P
i crang cra

one c¢lag, knife

'a knife!

~ Vd -

i crang phao
one clas, gun

' 2 gun'
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i crang
one clas.,
1 ]
a spoon

80
V)
kla

spoon

klai is used to clasgify things in shape of sheet or flat expanses

of surface, for example:

s

AN
i klai
one clas,
'a sheet of
rd ~
i klail
one clas,
a field?

téu is used
p
i

V

tau
one clas.
'a bunch of
-/ v
i tau
one clas.

'a bunch of

7 v
i teng

one clas,

ndaw
paper
papéer!
-
te

field

to clasgsify fruit or flowers in clusters, for example:
tsi ndong

fruit

A
rang

flower

flowers'

téng is used to classify drops of liquid, for example:

nchéng

blood

'a drop of blood'

Ve

. v n

i teng kle
one clas, water
‘a drop of water!

thong is used to classify things in small pieces, for example:
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1 thong  ang
one clas., soil
' a piece og soil'
{  thong nje
one clas, salt
'a plece of salt!

pégg is used to classify animate nouns in groups, Ifor example:

-~

i pang nong
one clas. bird

' a group of birds' >

7 e .
pe pang neng

three clas., horse
'threce herds of hordes'

§é is used to classify things with long thin shape or living a

long time, for example:

i A ~
i su su
one clas. thread

. _.'a pilece of thread'

~ A
pe su hlua

three clas. ropse
‘three pieces of rope’
< A rd

i su mang

one clasgs. vine

ta vine'!

ggéég is used to classify things that normally occur in pairs,

for example:

81



a0 hsang té

two clas, hand
'two hands'

i hséng qua taw
onsg clas. leg

'a leg'

{  hsing  ghan

one clas, shoe

'a shoe'

zhang is used to classify stories, songs or things in rows,

for example:.

>
i zhéng 1u njﬁa
y
one clas. tale

'a tale'

-~

i zhang nqau
one clas, song

'a song'

v

<~
e, 1 . zhang  ce_ _.

one clas, house

'a row of houses'

géw is used to classify things in piles, for example:
tyua paw njrao

nine clag., grass
.'nine piles of grass'

7 ° A
i paw nGa

one clas, meat

'a plle of meat’
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4,6,2 Measure classgifier
Meagure classiflers are used to indicate the size or weight of

an object, for example:

théﬁg 120 litres!

c;ng tbig sack'

tal 'a bowl!'

nd:i ‘an inch!

klu 'the distance—between thumb and extended middle finger!

zhi *the distance between elbow and the top of middle
finger'

mba 'a baht!

nya { mba -

o

mox{ey one baht

‘one baht!

ei tdi mao

five bowl rice

'five bowls of rice’
.80 ... -théng.- .. mbld.

two 20 litres rice

'40 litres of rice!

pe nd{ hlua

three inch rope

'three inch piece of rope'

4.7 Conjunction
Conjunctions function in the Linkage or marker slot of phrase and

clause compounding, or they may be the Linkage in sentences. They are:
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ha tand!
kua 'but
lao 'or!
yao tige

¥ t [ * \ N 5 * o + ~ N - “+ ~
vi, vi yao, vi ha ta, yao vi, yao vi ha ta, yao vi ta ‘because’

N

me., e *then!
ha le '*then, so!
njru ‘with!
njrua 'with(to mix)}®
Examples:
kao ha 1w yla  ua klang ci
you ‘and h;v wigl do what

"What will you and he do?!

ku nao nao e ki  ha le mia chao 1u nang
I cold cold then I 80 get shirt come wear
'Tt is cold, so I bring a shirt to wear.'

nw ci zhong nyso kua oW mdng ua nd

she not good  be but she go . do work

'She is sick, but she goes to work,'
thau tw  ku njri pua  ha 1d ma pia yua ching ma
when I with they talk then they will shy

'Yhenever I talk to them, they are shy.'

v - ~ ~ ” . ~
ku tua vi ha ta kao tua
T come because you come

'I come because you come,'
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4,8 Preverd
Preverbs function in the Premodifier slot of a verdb phrase(Sec.3.2).
There are normally one or two preverbs per verb phrase as shown in the
following example. These preverbs can never function as a main verb.
They are: shang shi'progressive marker', tang téo'progressive narker',
yia lda'almost', cdng'still', sang'want', yla cii'must', yua'will®,

el nyao'should', tsaw'able', tau'past marker', pheng'often' ,etc.

prv.3 prVv.2 prv.1 MV

shau nddw 'to write'

tsaw shau ndaw 'able to write'
tau shau ndaw ‘'wrote'
‘phéng shau ndaw 'often write'
sang e shau ndaw ‘'want to write®
yua ci shau ndéaw ‘'must write'
yua ~ shau ndaw 'will write!
ci nyao shau ndaw 'should write'
shang shi shau ndaw 'writing'
téng tao shau ndaw 'writing'
céng shau ndaw ‘still writing'
sang tsaw shau ndaw 'want to be able to
write!
tang tao sang shau ndéw 'want to write now'

The restrictions

1. Preverb 2 cannot be negated.
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2. Preverb 2 and preverb 1 can be negated by adding ci in front
of them.
3. The preverbs optionally occur in the order Drv:3-LiV.2-prv.l

bvefore the Nain verbv.

4.9 Postverd
Postverbs function in the Postmodifier slot of & verb phrase
(Sec.3.2). They can be divided into two subclasses according to their

occurrence.

Subeclass I These postverbs can also occur in the Main wverd slot
of a verb phrase, but the meaning may be the same or slightly different
when they are in the Main verb slot and in the Postmodifier slot. They

o A °
are: mong'go', tua'come', lu'come', tau'able', ca'store', for example:

P

LV y pSV.

pﬁa taw hu ce mong
they leave in house go

'They left the house.'

52 pSv.
- "~ - Eat
nw tua tw tua

he come where come
'Yhere does he come from?!

Y ng A psv.
ku pang kao tau

I help - you able

'T can help you.'

MV . psv,
pe khaw nya ca
we keep money store

‘We save money.,'
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Subclass II These pogtverbs can only be used in the Postmodifier
slot of a verb phrase. They are: crua'for, give, to', tsu'to', tang

1all, finished', tsau'enough', sw'only', for example:

v pSV.
Y ” N ¥
a1 mua tsau law
I have enough already

'T already have enough.'

. . y MV psvy. . .
a0 yaw hao mdng tsu 1a zhao pe tao
two man that go to clas, village on hill

'That two men went to the willage on the hill,'

y LV DSVe. y -
ku mia nya crua mi nyia yau
I get money give child young

'T gave money to thejlittle children.'

prv. MV pSv.

v

ku yua mong sW
I will g0 only

'T will go alone.’

— o= -~ MV - - -pSV. - - -
pua shi thang tang law
they rec.MK talk all already

'They have finished talking already.!

4.10 Verd

+

Verbs function in the kiain verbd slot of an active verbdb phrase

(Sec.3.2.1), a descriptive verb phrase(Sec.3.2.2), and a copulative

verb phrase(Sec.3.2.3)
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The werb class i1s defined as elements which can occur in a Main
verb slot which may be filled by a simple or a compound verb.
There are many subclasses of verbs according as they £111 the

Main verb slot of the verb phrases of particular clause types(Sec.2).

4.,10.1 Descriptive verd
The déscriptive verbs function in the Main wverb slot of the -
descriptive verb phrase(Sec.3.2.2). They also function in the Postmod-
ifier slot of an active verb phrase(Sec.3.2.1), or as an adjective in

the Modifier slot in a noun phrase(Sec.3.1.1). Examples are:

zhong ngau 'beautiful’

crao tfat!

nyéng 'heavy!

shi '1ight(easy to carry)’
. ' y)

ku 'hot!

klaw - 'white'

4.10.2 Intransitive verb
- — —T¥ntransitive verbs-are verbs- which Pfunctlon: as-the nucleus of

the Predicate slot in an intransitive clause(Sec.2.1.2). Examples are:

kna tto cry!

W 'to sleep’

khla "to run’

méng ke 'to go for a stroll’
nyéb '$o sif!

njrong *to shout!
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4,10,3 Transitive verbdb
Transitive verbs are verbs which function as the nucleus of the

Predicate slot in a transitive clause(S8ec.2.1.3). Examples are:

tua %o kill®
tsa /'to cut!
shai 'to see!
mia 'to sell!
yﬁa 'to buy!

4.10.4 Bitransitive verbd

Bitransitive verbs are verbs which function as the nucleus of the

Predicate slot in a bitransitive clause(Sec.2.1.4). Examples are:

mia 'to get, to take, to give'
sang 'to send!

ha tto tell!

yue 'to buy'

4.10.5 Locative verd

The locative verbd functions as the nucleus of the Predicate slot

in the locative clause(Sec.2+.1.5)e. This class has one member.

nyao 'to be, to live®

4,10.6 Motion verd ,
Motion verbs functlon as the nucleus of the Predicate slot in
the motion-.clause(Sec.2.1.6). Examples are:
mong tto go, to walk'
tua 'to come'

1u 'to come!
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ngang 'to enter!’

crao gang 'to return!

4.10.7 Quotative verd
Quotative verbs function a3 the nucleus of (k2 Fredicab%e slot

in the quotative clause(Sec.2.1.7). Exemples ave:

nong 'to ask!

péﬁ 'to know'

séng 'to think!

ha 'to say, to tell’
nao 'to hear!

te 'to answer'

4,10.8 Equational verd
Equational verbs function as the nucleus of the Predicate slot

in the equational clause(Sec.2.1.8). There are three members of the

class.
yao 'to be!
—— ]88 - - - ----"‘60-~b€"
hu ua 'to bs called!

The difference between yao and ua is that ydo is used to

emphasize the meaning 'to be ....really'.

4.,10.9 Existence verb
The existence verb functions as the nucleus of the Predicate slet
in the existence clause(Sec.2.1.9). There is one member of the class.

A
mua 'to have'
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4,10,10 Causer verb

Causer verbs function as the predicate of the causer(Sec.2.5.1).

Examples are:

kua 'to permit, to tell'
ca 'to let!
ha 'to tell!

4.11 Adverd

Adverbs function in the Postmodifier slot of an active wverd
phrase(Sec.3.2.1). Some of the descriptive verbs can function like
adverbs,too. Examples are:

’e

geng tglowly'

zhong 'well?

nja qau tu'quietly’

plang qau nzd 'disorderly!

4.12 Intensifier
Intensifiers function in the Postmodifier slot of an active verd
—phrase(Sec.3.2.,1) or in the Postmodifier slot of a descriptive verd
phrase(Sec.3.2.2) or in the Postmodifier slot of a copulative verb

phrase(Sec.3.2.3). Examples are:

ta ta | 'really, exactly'
ndau "much'?
kaw ‘much, very much'

chang plaw 'the most'
It is noted that only ta ta'really, exactly' can occur in a .

copulative verb phrase.
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4.13 Question word
Question words function as markers of content or yes-no question

at clause and sentence ranks(Sec.5.2.12). They are:

lao 'veg-no question marker'
(1ao0) ci tau  'yes-no question marker(or not)®
pua 'yes-no question marker'
tw 'which, where!

léng tw 'who!

hao tw 'where'

thau tw 'when'

kléng ci 'what, where, why'

ua cang 'why!

pl caw 'how much, how many®
mbau tw "how many!

4,14 Time word

Time words function ‘in the Time slot in the time phrase(Sec.3.6).

Examples are:,

'month!

10 hl4

hyong 'year!

nu 'day’

1u cai 'geason’

tang ki ' tomorrow'

nzu ‘morning'

nang mao 'yesterday, last night!'
nu nu *day before yesterday!
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4.15 Mral particle
Pinal particles function in the final position of clauses and
sentences. Their meaning includes interrogative, affirmative, and
imperative. There are several affirmative final particles which have

not been indicated their meaning in particular. Examples are:

do 'imperative or yes-no question particle!

ma 'imperative particle’

she 'imperative particle(not very polite)®

lg taffirmative particle(the only one which can occur

ingide the clause)!

le 10 taffirmative particle!
te 'affirmative particle!
nua taffirmative particle!
nua te taffirmative particle!

4,16 Exclamation word
The exclamations function in the peripheral slot in the sentence
rank. They are used to express the speaker's feeling addressed to

nobody in particular. Examples are:

—

U niw &w when surprised.

na aw when sad.

ta céng nao when angry.

6‘qw u when thinking out loud.
U va when hurt.

vu when annoyed.
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Jentenzes norrmally function as elenments in a paragraph. A
tructural sen*tence consists of at least one main clause, with or
‘ithout subordin-te cl-u=es, with a distinctspeech act(Sec.5.4.1).

full independent clausz(3ec.2.1) has all of the nuclear slots
.vertly manifested. A subordinate clause may be either full or
"educed, but the presence of certain words makes it subordinate to
the following clause.

A semantic sentence contains propositional content (nucleus,

sompounding, veriphery),modalities(Sec.5.2), and semantic prosodies

Jec.5.5).

5.1 Sentence types(Semantic)

Sentence§ may ve divided semantically into the following subtypes:
simple, cause-result, conditional, deductive, purposeful, temporal
sequence, sirultaneous ~ction, and covarying.

These tyves differ from ecch other in different relations
etween their comnonent' parts, as indicated by different connectors

ind different transformation potential.

P

5.17.1 Simple sentence

A simple sentence has only the following nuclear element:

Sen. . =Ilain Clause:cl..
Sen sim. ta indep.

The simple sentence, which }s a one-clause sentence, may be
iny independent clause types(Sec.2.1). Its single slot is

1anifested by an independent clause without having either
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another clause depending on it or it depending on another clause.

v ~ e
mi nao nje

cat oat fish

'The cat eats fish.' - Trangitive cl.

kao nong hao tw

you go at where

'Where are you going?!' - Motion ¢l., content question.
ku na W 1w

I mother sleep already

'My mother has slept already.’' - Intransitive cl.
nw mdng cé lao

he go house or

'Does he go home?! - ldotion cl., yes-no questlon.
1u chao nua yao ku le

clas. shirt  this be I possiK

'This shirt is mine.'! -Equational cl.

5.1.2 Cause~result sentence

A gimple cause-result sentence has the following nuclear

elements:

Sen., e = +R<—>sul't;:cl.:.L +MK 5 553 +Cause:cl.

ndep. dep.

The cause-result sentence consists of Result, which is filled
by an independent clause, and\Cause which is filled by a dependent
clause introduced by a marker: vi,.vi ta, vi ha ta, yao vi ta, -

yao vi ha ta'because’.



A

pua crau ndau yao vi ta pia tla ci  yéng
they passliX beat because they come not on time
'They were beaten because they didn't come on time.!
ku ua  khong pla vi X ci céng fang
I do thing lose Dbecause I not careful
'I lost things because I was not careful.'
nw ua nu nua vi ha ta sang mba- nya ndau
he do work this because wanr have money much
'He works like this because he want to have much money.'
The normal order of the elements is as shown above, howewver,
the Cause can be sentence initial. When the Cause is fronted, there
must be a conjunction gé'so' inserted in the Result clause and the

marker vi, vi-ta, vi ha 8, ydo vi ta, ydo vi ha ta, may be deleted.

+ -+ A

(yao vi ta) ko  ci zhong ki ha el nya kao
because you not good I then not like you

'Because you are not good, I do not like you,!

v v

(v{) ku mong  te ku ha crau  tua

because T go field I

80 >p;ssMK shoot
'Becauge of going to the field, I was shot.!

There is another form of cause-result sentence which has -

regtricted positions of Cause and Resuli and markers,

Sen. = +Marker.: tao _+Result +Marker_: kua +Cause
cause2 1 A 2
tao ku ua kua ki yﬂa nao
- I do - I will eat

'T do it because I have to eat it.!
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tao ku nong kua nw hu ka

- I go - he call I

'T went because he called me.'

5.1.3 Conditional sentence

97

A simple conditional sentence has the following nuclear elements:

Sen. at+Marker: yao +Condition: cl. +Conj: ma +Result: cl.

ond.

The conditional sentence consists of a Conditional clause which

is introduced by a marker y&o'if', an optional conjunction ma 'then',

and a Result clause, most often in that order.

v °

o A > M Y e s
yao cu tua ma nw yua khla cl t8i tsi

if tiger come then he will run flee exactly

'If the tiger cam, he would exactly run away.'
{

yao pua mong te law me pla pua mong
if they zo field already then <they or not g0
law ca

hunt animal

'If they had gone to the field, woul they have hunted?’

yéo kao ci yﬂa o8 yﬁa mia kao mblua
if you not marry then will get you fine

'If you did not marry, we would take your fine.'

le

f.p.

The order of the nuclear elements can be reversed, that is, the

N

Result clause precedes the Conditional clause and there is no

conjunction ma'then'.
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xu yua che kao yao kao 1u zhe ku
I will scold you if you come near I

'T will scold you if you come near me.'

nw yua  mong ua lua yao nw mia nya ndau
he will go do trade if he have money  much
tsau

enough

'‘He would go to trade if he had enough money.'

5.1.4 Deductive senience

A simple deductive sentence has the following nuclear elements:

Sen. =General ground:cl. +Specific ground:cl.

deduct.

+Deduction:cl.

A full deductive sentence consists of General ground, Specific
ground and Deduction. General ground 1s usually deleted beczuse it is
normally known. The markers of the relationshlp between the Specific

ground and Deduction are: te zha'maybe', nchai'afraid that', ma'then',

cao tia néng - kw  njé mia  kléng klang qua  yeng /

group people that face pale pale addicted opium
tn lau ndaw nje mia klang / nchai / yao
clas, uncle that face pale afraid be

ava yéng |

addiected opium ~
'The people who are pale are addicted to opium, that old man is

pale, he may be addicted to opilum.’
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v

tsi neng tshua tu pua léng mie zhv / néng
man every clas, all have strength Neng

ua tsi néng / ma [/ néﬁg yﬁa cu mig zhu

be man then Neng must have strength

'Every man is strong, Neng is a man, so he must be sgtrong.'

5.1.5 Purposeful sentencs

A simple purposeful sentence has the following nuclear elements:

Sen.pur =+Previous state:cl. +Action:cl. +Purpose:cl.

A purpogseful sentence expresss an action and its purpose. It is

characterized by a purposeful sequence of actions. The Purpose clause

is generally the increasing of the sltuation in the Cause clause.

Prequently, the causative verbas( ca'give', kﬁa'let, give') ate used as

markers of Purpose clause,

A full purposeful sentence consistis of a Previous state or Cause

slot filled by a clause, an Action or Result .slot filled by a clause

which indicates the purpose or motivation of the Action.

Vo s¥nd  tau  ché kdu vang /W  hi  thio  kua
Vu want get bicycle he then ask give
nw tei mong yua crue

he father go buy for

'Vu wanted to have a bicycle, so he asked his f&ther to buy it
for him,'

Xhao - ci zhong nyeo / nw ha le mong ncha

Kho not goéd be he then g0 meet

kw chua / ca kw chua ghu nw mao

doctor let doctor cure he sickness
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Elliptical purposeful sentences often take one motion clause

(SeCe24146), for example:

Action Purpose

v v ©° A v
ku sang mong / nao mao
I want go eat rice

'T went to go to _eat rice.’

Aetion . VPurpose .
nw yua mong / tsa ndong pe crong
he will g0 cut tree on/to mountain

'He will go to cut trees on the mountain.'

5.1.6 Temporal sequence sentence
A simple temporal sequence sentence has the followlng nuclear

elements:

Sen.temp. =« Prior event:cl. +Subsequent event:cl.

That is, a Prior event plus one or more Subsequent events; each of

theae slots 1s filled by a clause, The conjunction used between these

..clauses are; _ oL ) _ . _

ua ndd / thau ndé kw 'before'

ma *then!

(e) ...1le 'then'

thau 1ndé .... e *£irste...then'

(tao qang kW) ....ma / miéng ‘'after ... then'

pua yua néng ngau ua ndé pua yua W
they will sing song before they will sleep

'They will listen to the song before they go to sleep.!
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- ~ 0 v A ~ ° Vv I
pe tua tsu ndaw nua thau nde lkw nang yua 1lu
we  come to at this before rain will come

‘We reach here before it rains.’

pﬁa 1aa te téng e pﬁa le tyéo péo kw

they clearfield all - they +then  plant corn

'They finished clearing the field, then they planted corn.'

t;o géﬁg kw l4a té’ law te tang mang tyao pao kw
after clear f£ield burn field all thern plant corn

*After clearing and burning the land, we plant corn.’

b
5.1.7 Simultaneous action sentence
A simple simultaneous action sentence has the following nuclear

elements:

Sen. = Current action :cl. +Simultaneous action:cl.

simul.

The simultaneous action sentence expresses two or more actions

happening at the same time. It uses the conjunction thau / thiu kw

A'ﬁhén;,-dﬁireif action ciaﬁsé, and Simultaneous action clause, often

in that order.

thau ku  mong ncha  kw chia  kdo tua  ndaw nla
when I go meet doctor you  come at this

'*When I went to see the doctor, you came here.!

thau kw nw pu cu nw nchai héng hé
-
when he see tiger he afraid much and

chai pléeng kaw

hungry very
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'When he went to the forest, he was very afraid and very hungry.'

5.1.8 Covarying sentence

A simple covarying senetnce has the following nuclear elements:

= Free variable + Conditioned variable

L

Sen.
cov

The covarying sentence is used to describe two or more eve

nts

whose intensities or actions vaty together. It consists of a Free

variable and a Conditioned variable which each filled by a clause,

Each clause contains the preverd yeng / yﬁ / y% 'the more', If both

clauses have the same subject, it only occurs in the first clause. And

if the subject is obviously understood, it will be deleted in both

clauses,
A A A ” °
kao yw nao yw crao
you more eat more fat

'The more you eat the fatter you become,'

yeng st yeng qéhg

© - more '~ hurry more ~ SI1éw -

'The more (I) hurry, the slower (I am).®

e

neng

+

Jw

A

ha

0

nw

3

yw mi nyﬁa kaw ndaw xu

Neng he more sgpeak student then more

'The more Neng speaks, the more the students get bored.’

5.2 Compounding types 7

\
khlua

bore

Theoretically any slot in the nuclear formula of a sentence may

;ake any of four types of compounding: contrastive, equivalent,

WLlternative and additive.
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5.2.1 Contrastive compounding
Contrastive compounding contrasts two partly similar situations.
The two contrasting clausgses may contrast in subject or predicate or

object or all of them. The contrast is usually marked with kua 'but®

between the two clauses,

yao ké naeo Eﬁg kao ci nao ma I sha
if I eat but you not eat then I heart
ci zhong
not good

*If I ate but you didn’t, I would not be heppy.'

- Contrast in subject in Condition slot in a condition sentence.

e o ~ ~ I ° ~ ~
pe tyao mble kua pua tyao pao kw
we plant rice but they plant corn

'We plant rice but they plant corn.'

- Contrast in Subject and object in a simple sentence,

- v AY A ° ’
= Ké‘""nyab "h& - ¢e” ‘kua -~ " tong ‘mong tgo te

I be in house Dbut Tong go at field
'T am at home but Tong goes to the field,'

- Contrast in both subject and predicate in a simple sentencs.

5.2.2 Equivalent compounding
Equivalent compounding or paraphrase compounding states a single
)
situation two or more times. The restatement clauses may vary form an

exact repetition to loose paraphrase. These are not marked by any

special characteristics except a slightly pause between them,
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[ . N 7 / v - -
nw ci zhong nyac / u  co tan ndau nu  law
he not sood be hot  Tody get nany day ealready

'He 1s sick; he has run a Zomperaiure for many days.!

.
v +

u tsi méns tao ka / o néng mia  pao kw
I father g0 at market he go sell corn
"Ny father goes to the market; he goes to sell corn.!

o nao pﬁa qua / qua ta ta le

I hear they cry cry real real f.p

'T heard them cry; they cried indeed.’

5.2.3 Alternative compounding
Alternative ccmpounding gives a palr of alternatives in a

situation. It is marked with lao 'or'.

yéo pda $aa ndaw nia Xao yﬁa nyéo
if they come at this Fou will live
ce lao kao yua mong tw

house or you will go where

'TIf they came here, would you stay or have gone anywhefe ?2°

~—. ._yAQ . nW __ mua _ nya ndaun 8 zhé yia yua
it he have money mpch naybe will  Dbuy
ché _ég ua cé klua cha
car or do house nore new

'If he had much morney, he would buy a car or maybe build a
new house.'

r.) [¥) [ 2 ~ v o .
kao yua mong pW 80 yua mong  ua shi

—
—~—

you will go sleep or will £o play

'Will you go to sleep or to play?!
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Additive compounding adds o second sltuation to the first,
but both filling the same slot in the sentence nucleus. It is marked

by hi ‘'and' before the

——

~ . ° v ’ 8
ua ndé kw nw mong chang zhong nw tan
before he &Zo forest he completed
v - < < ~ A [ +
ncha phao hs zhau nao ua nde tang law
find gun and food before &1l already

tBefore he went to the forest, he had prepared a gun and‘
found some fcod already.!
nw ce khau klida ndaw  khi 14 1léw nw
he body clothes that dirty already he

ba nong kleng kle ha nang klua i ce

then go bathe water eand  wear more body

'His clothes are dirty, so he takes & bath and wears new clothes.!

5¢3 Peripheral elements
A sentence may take a2 time or location setting.
5¢3.1 Time setting
The time setting of a sentence may be indicated by a single
_‘%o;é;»; ﬁh;as; or.§ cla;se. The time settings which ore words or phrages
usually occur before ihe nucleus, but they can occur after the nucleus
‘to emphasize them.
The time setting vay be divided into:
General: kua lao 'always'
te n& ‘some doys, sometiz?s'

Repetitive: nA nu tevery day' (Used before predicate slot only)

na hli tevery month'
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Punctiliar: o nua 'today!

pi ki 'tomorrow'

néng maoc 'yesterday'

The following time setting usually occur after the nucleus and they
can be emphasized by fronting them before the nucleus,
Linear: thau / thau kw 'when, while, during the time that,..!
From: chrw kw 'gsince’
chrw thau kw ‘'since the time that...'

To: $su thau 'until?
ixamples are:

v v

ki yua  crao 14 thau  kd  1da  té  tang

I will return come when I clear field all
'T will come back when I finish clearing the fileld.!
nu nua pe yua mong phldo nGa

today we will go hunt meat

'Ye will go hunting today.'

gégg mnao nw tla ndaw . nua thau kw kao ci
yesterday he come at ?h?s Mﬂ'~ﬁ§§n_ you  not

~‘“£1;;“\_ g&‘* ce )
be in house

‘Yesterday he came here while you were not at home.!

14 hli tang  1u neng tua ncha ku ta0 ce

month all come Neng come mse’d I at house

'Neng came to meet me at home last montlh.’

v v o + n A
ku yua tao tsu thau . kao tus

I Cowill wait until you come

'I will wait until you come,'
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A sentence location setting 18 usually marked by a locative
phrase (Sece 3.8)., It usually occurs after the nucleus Location setting

may be Semantically divided into:

General: hao tw tanywhere!

tshua qhéo taverywhere'

Internal: hi... 'in, inside’
ndaw ké.. 'between’
ndaw pléw... tamong"*
hil plawe.... 'among'
External: tséng téo 'outside’
Near: zhees. 'near!
t;Oooo tat!
Distance: ti... tat!
DPO.s. ‘over!'
klé... 1far!

Examples are:

Xu méng ua te kle ce
I . g0 do field far house

'I am going to work on the field far away from home.'

oW yua - mong ncha phong yw DO khe mi

he will go meet friend over RKhek Noi

'He will go to meet his friend at Khek Noi.' )

tai hit cra hu cé
father sharpen knife in house

‘lly father sharpens a knife in the house.'
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ku pu i tu rmoun
I see one clas. Dif

'T cee a pig

A
thau kw vu rnong ;
when Vu g0
v +
cao mbaw
group friend

'When Vu went to the forest,

is friends.'?

Selt Modal tymes

between the house.'

+ L+ v
ndaw ke ce
between houce
v ° + °©
hong nw nya mong
he like g0

forest

he liked to walk in the midst of

hu Eléw

among
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Modal types are pragmatic relationships between the speaker,

he hearer, and the assumed real world. They include speech acts,

ysychological moods,

5.4.717 Speech act types

and reality status.

There are three major kinds of speech acts; declarative,

.mperative, interrogative, and several minor kinds of speech acts;

social, self-expression,etc.

5.4.7.17 Declarative

A declarative sentence is a statement whose assurance nay

rary from

.S a whole.

v

L o v -
kle yu mi nyua

dog bear child

'The dog has

kle yu mi nyua
dog bear child

+

law

.
law

alrendy

borne a puppy already.'

ta

already recal

ta

renl

really borne a puppy already.’

ngtéiﬂ'thﬁnéeftéin;—fégéraidg the sentential relation

- Very certain
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O
Do

maybe do banr child alrewdy then have
'The dog =y 1»ve bornc a puppy already.! -~ Uncertain
Sources of lmnowledge may be general, first hand or second-

»nd knowledse.

A L0 A 4 . N N v o ~{ - +
leng tw ltu D au law ha ta kle yu mi nyua law
who 30 know already say . dog bear child . already

'Everyone knows that the dog has borne a puppy already.'-General

kU pﬁ kle yﬁ mi nyﬁa law

I sec dog bear child already

'T saw the dog bear a puppy.' - First-hand

p&a ta kle yﬁ m{ nyﬁa 1aw

they say dogz bear child already

'They said that the dog had borne a puppy.' - Second~-hand

5.4.1.2 Imperative
An imparative sentence 1s a statement of desired action which

~y very from ctrong to rild.

c -
mong pu mhuo
0o . o _feed | pir. e

° 7 A
mong DU mbua ma
go feed tin fupe

v A ] 7/ N
thio koo mong, pu mbun
beg you <o feed pig

'I beg you to go to feed the pig.'

Sources of desired action may be first, second, or third person.
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4_1\/ A o - v

thao krn lu ndaw nua

bec NEeA! come at thig

'T ber ycu to come herc.'! - First person

_‘A ~ v + 'S - Y

kao ma yua cu 1n ndaw nua

you then nuct come at this

"It is neccessary for you to come here. - Second person
LV L4 + v v ~ A L]

snur klow ndaw nua sang kua kao 1u

everyonc at this want allow you come

'Everyone here wants you to come.!

The object of desired action may be

- Third person

first, second or third

2rson.

4 © +

ne mong ao

e g0 f.n.

"Let's go.' ~ First person
o A

mong ma

gc f.p.

i

Second person

- v + o
pua yuar cu mong
they must o 4

'They must go.'

S5ie1.% Interrogntive
Interrogetives
nd

content questions.

a. Yes-no guestion

moy be divided broadly

Third person

into yes-no questions

Tes-no question ask about the assurance or reality of a
tatement. They can be formed in the following ways:

by adding final particles lao'or',lao ci tau'or not'.
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=
]
O

you come or
'Do you come?!

A + N * ~ v
kao shzng shi nao mao lao
you be...ing eat rice or

'Are you eating rice?!

kao klang kle ci tau
you ' bathe water or not

'Have you taken a bath?!

- by adding Eﬁa in front of the predicate slot, for example:

kao nﬁa tsaw ua zhéﬁ
you - able do food

'Can you cook food?!

L] ® - o A ~ + Ll
yao nw ° ua tua neng zhong kao UL nya nw
if he  be person good you like he

'Tf he is a good man, will you like him.!

- by adding pua xﬁo after the sentence. This subtype of yes-no gquestion

asks about the assurance of a statement the speaker has expect to be.

_ This may .be called tag-question.

k50 ce tyéo kha nﬁa 20 o
you house grow ginger -
'"Your family grovs ginger, don't you?!
pg i pﬁa yﬁa méng ua nu pua yao
tomorrow they will go do work -
'They will go to work tomorrow, won't they?!

b. Alternative question

Alternative questions give choices for the listener to choose
for the answer. These can be formed by adding lao between two clauses,

for example:
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12 M ° . S .V
te¥o] Jun non- nnan lao shau ndaw
T0U vill i song Qr urile book

'Will you listen fto the song or write a book?!

o + + rd ~ o + ,
nw us nu tao te lao mong tao ka
he do worl at field or go at market
'Does he work at the field or go to the market??

C. Content guestion

Content questions wmay ask for tagmemes or information from
2 sentence, clause, or phrase level. They are manifested by question
rds(Sec.4.13). The question words are filled in the position of the

ssing information in the sentence, for example:

”~ o . e ~ v

leng tw un zhau mao nua
who do fcod this

'Who cooked this food?! - asking for actor

A v E + *

kho yun mong thau tw

you will £0 when

“nen will you go?! - asking for temporal
o A 4 0 ol

nw tua hoo tw tua

._he__ come where come
"“/here does he come from?! - J%king for location
I ~ A

ia_cang kno qua

why you cry

Yhy do you cryt! - asking for reason
4 A 7 .

DU tua klno ci

they shoot vnnt

VWhat are they shooting?! - asking for undergoer
A v s o ~ o °

kao yua ga lu i caw tu

you buy chicken ccme how many clas.

"How many chickens o2re you buying?' - asking for quantity
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he 50 school how

'How does he go to schnool?! - asking for means

S.l.1.l Socinl

A social sentence establishes, maintains or terminates a
mmunication relationship between two speakers. It includes greeting.
sponses, forewells,ctc.

Greeting The Hmong people normally greet by asking a question

thout desiring to know the answer. They are a form of greeting, for

ample:
(k2o  yia) mong hao tw
you will g0 where
‘Where are you going?! - the listener is going away
from home.
(kao) méng hno tw | 1u ]
you ro wnere come
'#ihere have you come from?! - the listener is going home.
(1k%0) £21 lao
~ you  ceme  or
'Yzve you come?'! - at home, or first time meeting.

Desponses Responses can occur as the sole lexemic

e e

'nstitrent of whole clauses and even whole utterances.

= o ~ I3
(1). aw / vao taffirmative response’
tample:
Al ~
f: tua lao
come or

'Have you come?!
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'Tes.'

(2) 1lao 'acknowledging having heard a stafement, and

encoraging the speaker to continue!
3xampl\e:

A:  ku m5ng té’ mang njrﬁ ku na 1la té nAw
I go field go with I mother clear field f.p.
'I went to clear the land with may mother.'

B: lao

Farewells
ki  yua méng 1law
I will go already

'] will go now'

ku yﬁa crao qang 10
I will return f.p.

'T will return home.!
thao kao mong zhong
beg you luck good

pe
“*I wish you good lucke.r - T

5.4.1.5 Self-expression

A self-expression is an expression of the speaker's feeling

addressed to nobody in particular.

S

4 -
na aw when sad.
PR ,/ .
U naw awv - when- surprised.

]

d h)
vu when annoyed.

~ Ve .
ta ceng nao whnen angry.

>

5 qw q when thinking out loud.
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5.4.2 Psychological moods

when in doubt.

wwnen hurt.

wnen excited.

.

The psychological moods include such things as pleasure,

surprise, concern,etc. These show the :ttitude of the speaker tow.rd

his subject matter in the sentence. These moods usually occur only

with declarative sentences.

2o
v
ku
I

'T anm

Pleasure Degrees of pleasure, from pleasing to displeasin

i 4 N ~ N ~ ~ ~
zhong sha kaw le Ky khao mua kua pu
good heart nuch fev. that Kho have wife

very pleased that

I’
zhong ha kw khao mua kuz pu

good also that Kho have wuife
'It is good that Xho has a wife.!

v o ~ A ~ ”
ku  mbau taw kw  khao mua kua pu
I angry that Xho have wife
'T am angry that Khqg has a wife.'

--b.-Surprise Degrees of surprise, from unexpected to normal.

A N ~ + ’\ . -
kac ha ta le a0 kv khao tun rbuza t2
you say fope. or that Tho xill vig field
'Do you mean that Kno killed ~ wild pip-T!

v v 1\ ~ v '/
ku ci sang le ha to khao yus tua mbua te
I not want f.p. say iho will kill pig field
'T have never thousht that iTho would kill 2 wild pige!

A\ Pl v + LN ~ e v ag 1\/ ~
ku tu sang law ha ta nua YU mong ncha kao
I ever think already say they will go meet you
'I thought that they would go to meet you.!

15

o
o

-
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c. Concern Degrees Irom aynnathy to uaconcern.

- ) A ° v .° ~ A -
neng qhu_lenz W tsi Kav 1o s na " nu
leng pity ne fatner wuch f.o. that every day

-] -
mong te
go field

'"Neng feels much pity for his father that he goes to the field

every day.'

v

A ¢ N + . , -
ku tshaw sene lew na ci zhong nyao
I worry that mofther not good be

'T am worried that my mother is sick.!

- v - . ~ + LA
pua yua ua klang ci lao pua Eshaw

they will do what or no concern
'Whatever they do is of no concern to ne.'

5.4.3 Reality types(reality status)

The reality status of a sentence gives the relationship between
the subject matter and the assumed real world. Thus, a sentence may be
factual, contrafactual, gnomic or uncertain.

a. Factual —

o

° ~ I v -
nang lu ma ang yua niu

rain come then pground will wet

'If it rains, the ground will be wet.'

v 4 o o ~ v v -
ghao ta nang lu na ANg yua ndu

- real rain come then ground will wet
'Tt is the fact that if it rains, the ground will be wet.!

b. Contrafactual

-] .2

o . ~ ~ v ' +
yao nang 1lu ma te zh ang ndu law
if rain conme then naybe ground wet slready

'If it had rained, the ground wculd have been wet.'
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v ¢ )
ang ndu thiu kw ning 1u
ground wet when rain cone
'The ground ic wet when it rains.’

d. Uncertain

A N 4 v s -3 o -3
te zha ang ndu yao nang lu
maybe ground wet if rain come

'The ground may be wet if it rains.'
5.5 Semantic prosodies
The semantic prosodies in a sentence include time movement,
information flow, reference structure, assertion structure, topicalization.
and cohesion.
5.5.1 Time movement
The time movement in this language is usually progréssive, that

Ed

is, what happens first is stated first,often marked by ..léw...é..,

.

Sometimes the time movement is reversed, and the reversed action is

. A
emphasized, often marked by ua nde e.., for examvle:

A ° - ~ ° - ~ A » e v
kao tyao pao kw  tang law (Tq) e kao vua nong ce(Tz)
—
you plant corn all already then you - gO0 house

'After you finish planting corn, will you gd homaT Zyrogressive.

A ~ v v A v © A v -+
ua nde e ku  yua tua (T?) ku nao nao law (Tq)
vefore then I will cone I eat rice already
'Before I came here, I had eaten rice already.' - reversed.

' 5.5.2 Information flow

A sentence may contain Aew information and old information.
The deletion of o0ld information, and the introduction of new information
can be obsérved in the following ways:

a. A subject that is old information is usually deleted or

replaced by a pronoun, for example:
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clas., man that comse meet
tia  law ha 16

come already again f.p.
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'"The man who came to meet you yesterday has come again.'

Ve %

keng ci nyéo hu ce t
Keng not be in house

tau 1u

completed come

'Keng 18 not in the house, he might not conme.'

b. A deduction sentence requires

largely composed of old information,

cao tia neng Kw nje mia
group person that face

-~ & o v la} o
yeng / tu lau ndaw nje mua
opium clas. uncle that face

] v P
van 110 an
be addicted opium

kao nang mao g
you yesterday @
& zha nw yéng ci
maybe he may not
that the conclusion be
it
A ~ v
klang klang qua
pale pale addicted
klang / nchai ']
pale afraid @

‘The people who have pale faces are addicted to opium, that old

man 18 pale, he may be addicted to opium,'

5.5.3 Reference structure

The participants in a sentence may be referred to in various

ways, Pronouns are usually used to refer back to the nouns., In some

sentence types using pronouns would make the sentence ambiguous, so

it is necessary to repeat the noun instead of using a pronoun.
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th1 pong ndong an1 ha 1le mong ncha kw chuaN2

Tue fall tree he 80 go meet doctor
ca kw chﬁa.N2 ghu mao

let doctor cure sickness

'"Tfue fell from a tree sc he went to see the doctor so that the

doctor could cure him,'
I

mé.oN1 mao zhong law n%N1 yua mong ncha
Mo sickness good already  he will go meet
nw tSlNZ

he father

*After Mo recovers from the sickness, he will go to meet his

father.!

v v [od . ~ A + A
kwN1 ha tiN2 shi ndau tiN2 pa le kua
younger and older rec.MK fight older go cry
brother brother brother

'Two brothers fought each other, the older cried.!

5.5.4 Assertion structure(sentential prominence)

The asserted clauses(foreground) are the main clauses of the
sentence, other clauses mey remain in the background, A sentence may
have one or more asserted clauses(marked with * in the examples). The
rule goverming which clause may be asserted is that a slight pause is

required when a clause is asserted.

o

* cao séng tau kau mao ld * nw ha théo kua
Co want get hat red she so beg give
° ¥

v
nw na yua crua

she mother buy for
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'Co wanted to have a red hat, so she begged her mother to buy one

for her.'

+ ® ° v + 4 ° +
vi yao cao sang tau kan mao la * nw ha
because Co want get hat red she 50

v N ] + vV
thao kua nw na yua crua
beg give she mother buy for

'Bgcause Co wanted to have a red hat, she begged her mother to

buy one for her.'

i yao thau kw céo sang tau kau mado 12 nw
because when Co want get hat red she
thao nw na yua * nw ha le tau kau mao 14
beg she mother buy she so get hat red

'Bacause when Co wanted to have a red hat she begged her mother

to buy one, she then got it.'

5¢5.5 Topicalization
One participant 1s usually made the main topic of the sentence,

_This can be .indicated by the position at the beginning of the sentence. .

xu tsi ci zhong nyao thau kw o mong tao
I father not good be when I go at

te

field

'My father was sick when I went to the field.,'

The other ways that indicate the topic of the sentence are: N+

pronoun, N+demonstrative, and passive voice. All of these usually occur

at the beginning of the sentence.
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v

- o v v ~ + ’d A
crang cra nua ku yua tua tao ka tua

clas, knife this I buy come at market come
'This knife, I bought it from the market.'

~-Noun + demonstrative

tu mong k1aw gﬁ nchai nchai

clas, Hmong white he afraid afraid

'Thefwgite Hmong, he is quite afraid.! - Noun + pronoun
mbua  créu  kl&  tu

pig pass. MK dog  bite

'The pig was bitten by the dog.' - Passgive voice

5.5.6 Cohesigh marking
Cohesion markings are elements that show the internal unity of a
sentence or its boundaries. They include sentence boundary markers;
time or location setting, self-expression, particles, and internal
linkage; conjunction, participant continuity, lexical field continuity.

a. Time setting This functions as a boundary marker of a

sentences It may be elither _at the. beginning or.at the.end. of a- sentence -

(Sec.5.3.1).

nu nua ka0 Taa mong ncha kao le phong yw
today you will go meet yYou posslK friend

pﬁa yéo
quest.tag MK

'You will go to meet your friend today, won't you?!

K yﬁa laa te nd nua
I will clear field today

'Today I will clear the field.'
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b. Location setting It usually occurs at the end of =z

gentence(Sec.5.3.2).

tu nya ndaw nao zhau tao te
clas. cow that eat food at field
'That cow eats grass in the field.'

cs Self-expression It occurs at the beginning of a sentence

(580050401 05).

-
U naw aw kao zhong ngau kéw ls
- you beautiful very f.p.

'‘How beautiful you are.!

+ + v v
yaw caw cheé ché che

'O\

- man then scold scold scold
'Oh, he then scolded and scolded.,!

d., Pinal particles(Sec.4.15)

A

&  hseo ci pau le 1o
- no not know f.pe.

'T don't know.!

‘yao kao ci ‘yﬁa“" ma T el Ttan T le T 15 I
if you not marry then not able f.p.

'If you didn't marry, you could not.'

¥ v

thao i 1& téﬁg crua ku shé/

beg one clas. lamp for I fePe
'Please give me & lamp.’
e, Pauge A pause which is a boundary marker of a sentence
is longer than that of a clause in a compounded sentence.
ma.o nua mia ki le nja ua mao //
night +this get I possMK rice do dinner

'Tonight take my rice to cook for dinmer,!
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tsa taw tang / ku yua mong ce //
cut firewood all I will go house

'After cutting the firewood, I will go home.!

f. Conjunction A conjunction is an internal linkage. It

joints participants or clauses in a sentence(Sec.4.7).
kdo  pw ki  le mang  pw
you sleep I then sleep

'You sleep first and then I will sleep.'

+ A A~ v + -~
vi kao tua ku ha tua
because you come I 50 come

'T come bocauge you como,’

Ze Participant continuity

tong nao mao tang law nw mang tta nua
Tong eat rice all already she then cone this

'Tong finished eating rice and then she came here,!

fo Lexical field continuity

pua  lai 6 _ tang _ pia . _le. . tydo _ kha
they plough field all they +then plant ginger

*After they plough the field, they grow ginger.,'

- nouns ,verbs from the field of farming.

5.6 Presupposition
Presupposition components include sentence encyclopedia, contra-
sxpectencies, and rhetorical sentences.
5.6.1 Sentential encyclopedia
The encyclopedia may contain universally known, culturally known,

and contextually known information necessary for the understanding of
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the sentence. This sentential information must be known, the speaker
expeets the hearer to have this in his sencyclopedia.

va méng te
Vu go field
'Vu goes to the field.!
To understand this sentence, the hearer must have in his encyclop-
edia that Vu is a farmer and he goes to work in the field.
neng mong ncha kw chua
Neng go meet doctor
'Neng goes to see the doctor.’
To understand this sentence, the hearer must know that sick people

generally go to the doctors and generally doctors make sick people

recover from the sickness.

5.6.,2 Contraexpectencies
Contraexpectencies are violation of the encyclopedia which are

generally marked with Xua 'but' or ci kang 'nevertheless!'.

° Y

nw nGua nGua kua nw ceng plua

he diligent diligemt but ~ he  sti11 poor

'He i3 quite diligent but he is still poor.!

cao Kua kua ci kang ci  mua léng tw
Co cry cry nevertheless not have who
mao shg nw

interest she

'Co eries and cries,nevertheless, no one is interested in her.!

5.6.3 Rhetorical sentence
Rhetorical sentences are sentences whose speech act form are

different from the speech act meaning.
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kao mong ua mao pua lai
you go do rice or not can
'You go to cook rice, can you?'
- interrogative as imperative.
*It means'Please go to cook rice.!
mia  léng tw ua  c& nya ce ku
have who do house silver house gold
*Are there anyone who build a silver or golden house??

- Interrogative as declarative.

It means'Nosone builds a silver or golden house.!

5.7 Surface structures
The surface structures of a sentence may be classified into

simple, juxtaposed, embedding, fused(container) and conjunction form.

5¢7+1 Simple form
A simple form conslsts of just one clause an manifests a simpls

sentence(Sec.5.1.1).

i Sen.sim. = Main Cl_: c-l'—i‘:fldep.- L
Xu mua nya yua lda i pua
I have money nearly one hundred

'I have nearly one hundred baht.'
ké tQ k& nygng ndéw ci tau
I ¢clas., brother read book not can

'My brother cannot read.’

5.7«2 Juxtaposed form
A juxtaposed form consists of two or more independent clauses

simply put side by side without a conjunction. The second clause
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usually modifies the first clause, and the subject of the second

clanse can be deleted if it is the same as the first clause. It may

manifest a covarying sentence(Sec.5.1.6), or a purposeful sentence

(Secs5.145).
Sen'jux. = Main Cl: CI'indep. + Main C1 : Cl'indep.
nw mong tao ka nw mong mia kha -
he go at market he go sell ginger

'He goes to the market; he goes to sell ginger.'

yeng gang' tau yéng ci tau

more want get more not get

'The more you want to get it, the more you can!t.!

tai ngang méng tdo ¢é ua mio  ncha  mio nao
father enter go at kitchen find rice eat

e

'My father goes to the kitchen, he finds rice té eat.!

5¢7.3 Conjuntive form
A conjunctive form is made up of iwo or more clauses linked by a
8ingle conqunction or co-ordinated conaunctions. According to the
position of the congunctions; the forms may g§>;;bdivided intoA;;itial
conjunction forms, medial conjunction form, and initial-medial

conjunction forms.

a. Medial conjunction form

Medial conjunctions include:

N

kua 'out! -
lao tor!
mang, le mgng, ma, e 'then'

ku *then) so !

etc.
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Sen, . . = Main Cl: cl. +(Conj: kua +SubCl: cl.)
conj.1

This form menifests & causs~-result sentence(Sec.5.1.2), a temporal
sequence sentence(Sec.5.1.6), a conditional sentence(Sec.5.1.3), &
purposeful sentence(Sec.5.1.5), or a simultanecus action sentence

(Sece5.1.7)

P ) v A -+ - -~
au vao kw nGa thau kao ci ceng fang
CTOW carry meat when you not careful

'The crow carried the meat when you were not careful.’

ki nao pao ma ki hale mia chao 1l nang
I cold cold then I 8o get shirt come wear

'T felt cold, so I brought a shirt to wear.'

et tsa ndong tang Eé ku yﬁa crao qéhg mSng
I cut tree all then I will return go
ce

house

'T cut all the trees then I will go home.‘

4 N ]

v
nw sang ua kua nw ua ci = tau

she want do but she do not can

'She wants to do but she cannot do.!

1l khw vi ha ta_ ndng mao Ku ci tau W

I tired because yesterday I not completed sleep

'*T am tired because I did not sleep last night.'

pua klang kle law pua mang tua ndaw nua
they bathe water already they then come at this

'They had taken a bath, then they came here,’
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b. Initial conjunction form

Initial comjunctions include yao 'if', ua nde 'before', tao Géég
tafter' ,etc. The initial conjunction form may manifest a conditional

sentence(Sec.5.1.3), or a temporal sequence sentence{(Sec.,5.1.6).

Sen. =+(Conj:{yéo} +SubCl: cl.) + MainCl: c}.

v v

yao kéo pw vu chao te zhi kao yua ci ua
if you sleep cover blanket maybe you will not be
khau thua

cold

'If you sleep in the blanket, you may not get a cold.’

ua nde nw  mong hlai mble nw ci zhong ny&o
before he go  harvest rice he not good be

'‘Before he went to harvest rice, he had been sick.'
tao qang  nw moéng hlai mble nw cl zhong  nyao
after he go harvest rice he not good be

*After he went to harvest rice , he was sick,'

c. Initial-medial conjunction form

Initial-medial conjunction form may manifest a temporal sequence
sentence, a cause-result sentence, a conditional sentence, or a
simultaneous action sentence. The initial-medial conjunction includes

- ° b o
_ﬂ’ v{ yéo’ v{ yao 'ta.’ Yyao V{ té. o-o.ooa...ha le 'because .o.o..othen'

7

thau ndé ......ma / le 'first ..... then', tao gang ....... le / mang

'after ... then',

Sen.wnj.3 = +Conj: {vi] +C1.  +Conj: {mang} +Cl.
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+ N e Py v . v + v
vi ta crang cra nua nje ku ha le gang tau
because clas. knife this sharp I then want get

*Bocause this knife is sharp, I want to get it.!

£30 géhg pua shi thang tang law pua mang

after they rec.MK talk all already they then
° v ”

mong ce
go house

'After they have finished talking, they went home.’

thau ndé pua ua  mao ting pua  le ua, zhau
first they do rice all they then do food

'First they cooked rice, then they cooked food.'

5eT+4 Embedded form

The embedded form is used to give additional information about a
nominal phrase, There are three types of embedded.

a.Relative embedded form

A subordinate clause, relating the subject or object of the main

clause to some previously mentioned action, may be attached to the

main clause by embedding, The embedded clause is marked by gﬁ 'that?'.

This morpheme must follow the nominal phrase,

Sen =+MainCl Subj:np +SubCl:rel.cl., +MainCl Pred:vp.

‘rel.emb.
or =+MainCl: cl. +Subll:srel.cl.

. v

cra k% Apéa shi tua néhg nje

knife that they |use kill snake  sharp
'The kmife that they used to kill the snake is sharp.!

v ~ v

ku ci =nya tua néng kw ci  nyeo hi cé

I not 1like person that not be in house

'T do not like the person who is not in the house.!
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b. Initial conjunction form

e

Initial comjunctions include yao 'if', ua nde 'before', 3o gang
tafter',etc. The initial conjunction form may manifest a conditional

sentence{(Sec.5.1.3), or a temporal sSequence sentence(Sec.5.1.6).

Sen. =+(Conj:{yéo} +SubCl: cl.) + MainCl: c3.

v

yao  kao pw vu chao te zha kao yua ci ua
if you Sleep cover blanket maybe you will not be
khau thua

cold

'If you sleep in the blanket, you may not get a cold.'

ua nde n% mong hlai mble nw ci zhong nyao
before he gc  harvest rice he not good be

'Before he went to harvest rice, he had been sick."'

tao qang nw  mdng  hlal mble nw ci zhong  nyao
after he go harvest rice he not good be

tAfter he went to harvest rice , he was gick,'

¢, Initial-medial éonjﬁﬁctioﬁ ford-

Initial-medial conjunction form may manifest a temporal sequence
sentence, a cause-result sentence, a conditional sentence, or a
simultaneous action sentence. The initial-medial conjunction includes

> o ~ o AN
vi, vi yao, vi yao ta, yao vi t2 «.evee....hd le 'because esssesothen',

rd

thau ndé oooo--_mé /_]'._g ’first eass s e then', té.o gang; ese cnve ;_e_ / mg_ng

tafter ... then',

Sen. = +Conj:{vi} +Cl., +Conj: {mang} +C1.

nj.3
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+ . v + v
vi ta crang  cré nua nje ku  ha le gang

because clas. knife this sharp I then want

'Becauss this knife is sharp, I want to get it.!

7
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tau

get

tao0 gen pua shi thang tang law pua mang

after they rec.lK talk all already they then
° v ’

mong ce
go house

'After they have finished talking, they went home.!

thau ndé pﬁé ua mao tang pua le ua
first they do rice all  they then do

'Pirst they cooked rice, then they cooked food.'

5.7 +4 Embedded form

rd
zhau

food

The embedded form is used to give additional information about a

nominal phrase, There are three types of embedded.

a.,Relative embedded form

A subordinate clause, relating the subject or object of the main

clause to some previously mentioned action,'may be attached to

main clause by embedding, The embedded clause is marked by gﬁ

This morpheme must follow the nomlinal phrase.,

Sen’rel.emb.

or =+ainCl: ¢cl. +3ubCl:rel.cl.

. . v

cra ow pua shi tua nang nje

knife +that they |use kill snake sharp

'The knife that they used to kill the snake is sharp.!

> v

ki ci nya tianéng kw__ ci  nyso  hi  cé

I not 1like person that not be in house

'I do not like the person who is not in the house.!

the

fthat',

=+MainCl Subj:np +SubCl:rel.cl, +MainCl Pred:vp.
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A \S ~ °

v ~ o
vu ci sang ndau tu kw ndau nw ci tau

Vu not want hit clag, that hit he not can
'Vu does not want to hit the one who cannot hit nim,!

b. Nominalized embedded form

The way of making a clause into a noun to fill a subject slot of
a sentence is nominalization., This can be done by adding ké kw in

front of the clause.

Sen. =+HMainCl Subj:nom. cl. +MainCl Pred: vp.
nom.emb.
ke kw nw crau __ tua ua crua nw cé néng khw
- he passMK kill do for he family  trouble

'His being killed makes his family in trouble.’

] o

ke kw nw ngéng  ua crua nw plua

- he lazy do for he poor

'His being lazy makes him poor.'

~ v

ké kw pué t&a nua zhong shai hé’ léo zhé

- they come here good look and noisy

'Their coming here is interesting.’

¢c. Appositive embedding
An appositive embedding form is a noun phrase used to give

additional information about a subject or an object.

N
khao k& nvﬁa kw phgng sh;w 1i 1i

Xho I sister often wake late late

'Kho, my sister, often gets up late.'

pua mong nchd  yu tua néng ndau cra
they go meet Vu persorn hit knife

'They went to meet Vu, the man who made knives.'
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5.7.5 Fused form(Container sentence)

A simple container sentence has the following nuclear elements:

Sen = Contr: cl. + Contd: cl.

‘contr,

A contalner sentence is a semiclausal sentence, It i3 clauselike
in that its nucleus is a particular class of verb; it is sentencelike
in that it requires two clauses. It could be considered a fused-clause
sentence.

A container sentence consists of a Container which is a transitive
clause with a main verb such as: gﬁ'see', gﬁg ‘allow', gé’tell'. The
object of the Container clause is usually a shared component with the

subject of the Contained clause.

. Contr. Y .~ Contd. L
tal kua ku mua nya crua xu na
father allow I get money for I mother

'¥My father allows me to give money to my mother.®'

COI_];“tI‘. e ° - ° Contd'+ + A ;
ku DU 1 tu tua neng shang shi lua te

i-- see one clas. persoh> be ..ing clear field

'T gsee a person clearing the field.'

.Contr. R . R Contd. S . .
nu nua pua ha ku mong mua kha lu mua
today they tell I éo take ginger come sell
tao ké
at market

'*Today they tell me to go take ginger to sell at the market.'
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5.8 Peripheral slots

A sentence periphery may indicate such thing as vocative, exclam-
ations, final particles,etc., Time and location setiinz{Sse Se2.5,3 for
details.) are often found in a sentence periphery. I~ 2 org-clause
sentence(Simple sentence) there 1s no contrast beil:cen clauss and
gentence periphery.

5.8.1 Vocatives
Semantically vocatives function in a paragraph level, but are

often manifested on the sentence level., They may occur at the beginning

or the end of the sentence,

tong kao y&a mong, hao tw
Tong you will go where
'"Tong, where will you go?'

kao céng ua kléng ci vu
you still do what Tu

'What are you doing, vu?'

5.8.2 Final parzicles

¥Final particléé(éé;.4.15) function in the peripﬁéfy_éf a éégfeﬂcé:
They have no meaning by themselves. They manifest sentence illocution
such as: affirmative, negative or interrogative. There can be more than
one final pariticles in a sentence.

ol xi mia kAo  nja ua  chai 16

tomorrow take you rice do Dbreakfast f.p.

'I will take your rice to cook for breakfast tomorrow.'

Cth k18 nde ol tsi tsd e
clas. dog this not well dome f.p.

'You! bad boy! don't do good things.'
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pé hau tyéw ao

vie drink whiskey f£.p.
'Let's drink whiskey

e

a) \
nao lao ma

eat f.p. f.p.

'Please eat,'

5.8.3 Exclamations
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Exclamations are usually before the gentence, They a&lsc may be

used by themselves(Sec.5.4.1).

P
vu cl ci

(angry)escape escape

'Go away!!

é;zg K mao qua taw
(hurt) I hurt leg
'Oh! My leg is hurt.!

é ha ta mia mong
(think) say take Hmong

'I wondef! he éaié‘that he would teake tﬁéiﬁmbﬁg<ﬁ3ﬁé;shfice to

cook for dinner.!

green

e 7
njua nja ua mao nua te

rice do dinner fepe.

5.9 Prosodic morphemes affecting the sentence

Intonation prominence and stress placement are prosodic morphemes

affecting the sentence,

a. Intonation prominence

Emphasis may cause individual

elements in a sentence to be ralsed(shown by contour lines). This

factor evaluates the importance of each element in a sentence, for
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axample:

~ + v N

o ha . ha te yaw hao ha ci yeng te
-  s8ay gsay then man that 8ay not  more then-

'Ch, that man cannot speak any more,’

hao ndaw plaw plaw plang mi nydas
that that Just Just abdomen child

'That one is just pregnant.!

b. Stress placement Sentence stress(underlined here) can be

placed on any words in a sentence to emphasize them, for example:

° A v ~ v
yao kao Jua ma yua
if you marry then marry

'If you want to marry, then marry.’'

yaw crao qang mua pus mblua i te ha 1o
man return take they fine one hand again f.p.

'The man received their fine which was twice the amount he had

lost,?!

5.10 Grammatical completeness

A sentence may be grammatically intact(complcte), or may contain

deleted sentence tagmeme or deleted clause tagmemes. Any tagmeme tends

to be deleted under the circumstance that 1t is obviously known from

the context of from general knowledge.

S Pred. . ,
@ yua mong ~ tw

%) will go where

'Where will &ou go?! - Subject deletion(deleted clause tagmemes)
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A: léng tw ndau kao
who hit you

'"Who hit you?!

B: mao
Mo did." - Predicate deletion(deleted clause
tagmemes )
neng mong ncha kw chua. ca kw chiia qhu
Neng ge . meet doctor let doctor cure

'Neng went to see the doctor to be cured.,'

- Cause deletion
khao céng ua pang nw ha le na neng nyéo
Kho s8till breathe he s0 alive
'Kho is breathing so he is alive.!

- General ground deletion.
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